
DRAFT 
Town of Boonsboro 

21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, June 10, 2026 

PRESENT: Commission Members: Janeen Solberg, Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Barb Wetzel, Chris Hammer Atkins, 
Spice Cromie Council Liaison: Marilee Kerns  
ABSENT: Kathy Vesely, Jenn Sherwood 
 
Guest Speaker: Andy Brown, Farmland Raptor Program Manager 

 
PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 8:00 pm by Chairperson Solberg following guest speaker. 
 
Guest: Terri Hollingshead 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
The May minutes were reviewed and approved with corrections. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

● Seal/logo design suggestions for the BEC 
○ Member Wetzel submitted a hand-drawn logo. 
○ Member Cromie offered to re-draw with additions. To be resubmitted at July BEC meeting. 

 
New BUSINESS: 

● Work day(s) needed to process remaining pet supply items and prescription bottles from Green Fest donations 
still in storage. 

○ June 17 at 1:00 PM 
○ June 18 at 6:00 PM 
○ July 13 at 1:00 PM 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by) 
ENERGY: (Spice Cromie) 

● Uptick in usage at both locations of EV stations due to carnival and other town activities. 
o A customer at the farmer’s market mentioned that they used the one by the playground and wanted 

another one closer to the market. 
 
SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg/Barb Wetzel) 

● Next Low-Waste Living at Boonsboro Library is on August 19th, 2026 at 5:30 PM. 
○ Travel / On-The-Go Edition 

● Prescription bottle sticky label removal solution procured by Member Wetzel. 
○ Submitted a request to Boonsboro pharmacist for a larger quantity of solution. 

● Anyone with animal rescue resources are requested for remaining Green Fest donations. 
 
BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)  

● No Update 
 

PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel/Laura Schnackenberg) 
● No further designations for summer. The next speaker is proposed for October 2026. 

 
SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMC) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely) 

● Deadline for submission is June 30th, 2026. 



● Will receive feedback for feasibility. 
● Town website for sustainability has been updated. 

 
COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins/Janeen Solberg) 

● May 31st - flagstone paver walkway was placed in the Food Forest. 
● June 2nd - load of mulch was delivered. 

○ Scout Troop 20 helped to spread. 
● Gardens are being well-kempt. 
● Emma is allowing two raised beds to be utilized by Lisa Digges Scouts Troop 15116. 

 
MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood) 

● Jenn and daughter, Sam, will finish the weeding project. 
● Requesting 10 bags of mulch. 

 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie) 

● Meet & Greet with RidgeRunners on Thursday, June 11 from 6-8 PM at Path Finder Distillery. 
● PATC has published via Social Media and website regarding not leaving Trail Magic unattended as it attracts 

wildlife and proliferates trash accumulation. 
● Review of Leave No Trace Principles (see attached). 

 
FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely) 

● Well-attended week after week, despite hot/rainy weather. 
● Member Vesely and Jenn Rabb took a tour at 78 Acres Farm on Tuesday, June 9th. 
● Purchased a Market tent. 

 
NOMINATING: (Amy Jones / Laura Schnackenberg) 

● One vacancy for BEC Member seat.  
 

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel) 
● No Update 

 
TOWN UPDATE: (Marilee Kerns) 

● Runoff Election for vacant Town Council seat on June 30th. 
● Ordinance for motorized vehicles and biking on sidewalks and in Shafer Park are being updated. 
● High’s Convenience Store working toward completion. 
● McDonald’s has requested a permit for grading. 
● Construction at Chase Six beginning June 11, 2026. 
● Water main work has begun on S. Potomac Street. 

 
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:  

● Chuck Schwabe/Boonsborough Museum of History Board Member has requested a member of BEC to help 
maintain plants outside the museum. 

● Newsletter submissions to be sent by Monday, June 15. 
● Joe Frey at Conservit has requested volunteers to man the gate at the Washington County Ag Fair on Saturday 

July 18 from 4-8 PM. 
 

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Spice Cromie 
  
*Next meeting: Wednesday, July 13, 2026, at 7 pm at Town Annex. 
 



Leave No Trace Principles 
1. Plan Ahead and Prepare: Research your destination, check local regulations, prepare for extreme 
weather, and schedule trips to avoid times of high use to minimize stress on the environment.  

2. Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces: Stick to established trails and camp on hardened surfaces 
like rock, gravel, or existing campsites. Avoid trampling fragile vegetation and muddy areas.  

3. Dispose of Waste Properly: "Pack it in, pack it out" by carrying out all trash and food scraps. 
Deposit human waste in catholes 6 to 8 inches deep at least 200 feet away from water, trails, and 
campsites. 

4. Leave What You Find: Examine, but do not touch or take, cultural or historical artifacts. Leave 
rocks, plants, and other natural objects as you find them to avoid disturbing ecosystems.  

5. Minimize Campfire Impacts: Use a lightweight camp stove for cooking rather than building a fire. If 
you must have a fire, use established rings, keep it small, and burn only downed wood that can be 
broken by hand.  

6. Respect Wildlife: Observe wildlife from a distance and never feed animals, as it damages their 
health and alters natural behaviors. Protect both animals and yourself by storing rations and trash 
securely. 

7. Be Considerate of Others: Respect fellow visitors and protect the quality of their experience. Yield 
to others on the trail, camp away from other groups, and keep noise levels down to let nature's 
sounds prevail. 

 


