DRAFT
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, May 13, 2026

PRESENT: Commission Members: Janeen Solberg, Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Barb Wetzel, Kathy Vesely, Jenn
Sherwood, Spice Cromie Council Liaison: Terri Hollingshead

ABSENT: Chris Hammer Atkins
Guest Speaker: Jeff Musser of SkyBorne Drone Solutions (Drone Mapping)
PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 7:41 pm by Chairperson Solberg.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The April minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS:
e FY27 BEC Budget Update - Final draft approved.

New BUSINESS:
e Final expenditures anticipated for FY26 Budget (ending June 30)
e Expected expenses:
O Monarch Waystation: mulch
o Farmers Market: table, tent, sidewalls, sandbags and TerraCycle boxes
o Community Garden: food forest mulch and flagstone

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by)

ENERGY: (Spice Cromie)
® Requested usage information in April with no response.

SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg/Barb Wetzel)

® Green Fest Swap & Recycling Event was successful again!
O Goodwill was extra helpful with two trucks and additional staffing.
O Scout Troop 20 stored excess Goodwill items and delivered them to the store.
o Several other scout troops, Washington Master Gardeners, and ACWA also provided support in addition

to the many regular agencies, businesses and volunteers.

o Next event is May 8, 2027.

e Low-Waste Living Workshop May 20, 2026 at Boonsboro Library
o Digital Bulletin Board for “I need this” items.
o Wear your favorite thrift-store find.
o Topic: Not Needing New

BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)
e No Update

PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel/Laura Schnackenberg)
e June speaker: Alex Pellegrini - Coordinator Maryland Bird Conservation, erectors and monitors of owl boxes
o Topic: Maryland Raptors Program




e Summer Newsletter information to be submitted by mid-June for July distribution

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMC) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely)
e Deadline for final submission is June 30, 2026

COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins/Janeen Solberg)
® Food Forest is planted and being watered by volunteers.
e Students, scouts, and community members all participated.
e Emma states the garden is being well cared for.

MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood)
e Clean-up weeding done in April with other members.
O 75% completed.
o Mulch to be distributed before new planting.
o Milkweed is flourishing.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie)

e Uptick in Section- and Thru-hikers.

e Expect peak usage in about a month.

e RidgeRunners Josh (Soul Slosher) and Dillon (Dreamsicle) are both on duty, housed in the cabin at Washington
Monument.

e The caretaker tent has been established at Annapolis Rock.

e “RidgeRunner Meet and Greet”: Confirmed June 11 / 6-8 PM at Pathfinder Distillery

e Note of Caution: black, rat, and rattlesnakes have already been noted on the Appalachian Trail in the South
Mountain Corridor.

FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely)
® Record setting opening day!
o0 614 visitors and 24 vendors
e Shed has been repaired by Public Works staff.
o No SNAP reimbursement due to changing regulations.
e Farmers Market Nutrition Program to begin June 1: Maryland Market Money Match

NOMINATING: (Amy Jones / Laura Schnackenberg)
® Applicant Harrison Stone has taken a new job and will be unavailable for BEC Membership

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel)
e No Update

TOWN UPDATE: (Terri Hollingshead)
Adopted 2027 budgets.
Facade grants are available.
Presentation of Ms. Poppy Proclamation.
Public Works sinkhole repair behind Scouts building - 30 tons of fill. (Discovered by Park Board during the Arbor
Day Park & Stream Clean-up.)
$100 donation was made to Dwight Scott Memorial golf tournament.
e Tractor Supply - needs 3 acres next to Dollar General.
o 10 available, must subdivide
e Draft Comp Plan Review Public Meetings--May 14, June 6, July 9 all at 6pm.
e Mayor and Council Meeting June 8.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:
e Commission member Wetzel proposed BEC to have an official seal.




o To be discussed during the June meeting.
e Commission Member Vesely unable to attend Pollinator Palooza, looking for volunteer
o0 WashCo Ag Center: June 13 /10 am - 2 pm

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted by
Spice Cromie

*Next meeting: Wednesday, June 10, 2026, at 7 pm at Town Annex.

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382
(TDD)".
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