DRAFT
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, April 8, 2026

PRESENT: Commission Members: Janeen Solberg, Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Barb Wetzel, Kathy
Vesely, Chris Hammer Atkins, Jenn Sherwood Council Liaison: Terri Hollingshead

ABSENT: Spice Cromie

Guest: N/A

Guest Speaker: N/A

PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson Solberg.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The March minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved with corrections.

OLD BUSINESS

e Finalize FY27 BEC Budget Request — Chairperson Solberg met with Town Manager Souders to review
changes to the FY27 BEC budget resulting from the April 6! town budget meeting. Overall, the BEC
budget was reduced by $8200 which includes funds earmarked toward a glass crusher and removal of
the Community Garden “ongoing supplies” line item. After discussion the BEC voted to recommend
$750 be reinstated under a re-named line item, “Community Garden Ongoing Supplies and Equipment”.
This would bring the FY27 BEC budget total to $13,261. Chairperson Solberg will follow up with the Town
Manager with the changes.

e The BEC would also like to highlight the following with respect to the budget:
o TheBEC bringsin revenue in the form of compost bin sales, community garden plots, and Farmers
Market vendor fees.
o The recent Community Garden Food Forest project was covered 100% by a grant.
o The line item for “Dog Refuse Bag Dispenser Station” may be reduced as we do not require the
entire assembly, just the actual bag dispenser box. There may be other budget line items that
can be reduced as well to make up for Community Garden needs.

e Calendar review — Please note the following upcoming project work days:
4/12: Community Garden Food Forest work day at 2 pm.
4/26: Arbor Day/Park and Stream clean-up from 1-4 at Shafer Park.
4/30: Monarch Butterfly Waystation work day at 10 am.
5/5: Farmers Market opening day at 4:00 (3:45 ribbon cutting).
5/6 and 5/7: Early clothing swap drop off 5-7.
5/8: Green Fest set up 12-6. Clothing sort 3-6.
5/9: Green Fest from 9-2 (volunteers 7-3). TVs accepted only until NOON.
5/20: Low Waste Living Workshop 5:30-7:00 at the library. Topic is “Not Needing New”.



New BUSINESS:

No new business was discussed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by)

ENERGY: (Spice Cromie)

No Update

SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg/Barb Wetzel)

The next Low Waste Living workshop will be held on May 20™ at the library. The topic is “Not Needing
New”.

Commission member Wetzel has been busy distributing Green Fest flyers throughout the town.
Chairperson Solberg encourages everyone to distribute the flyers anywhere possible including handing
them out in person at locations such as the post office or grocery store.

Commission member Wetzel reported that as a client of Compost Crew we are entitled to two 10-pound
bags of compost plus a discount on the bulk price. Wetzel also reported that we are welcome to take a
tour of the Compost Crew facility.

A Girl Scout will be speaking to people at Green Fest about the health benefits of houseplants and will
also be giving away some plants.

Also at Green Fest there will be a Master Gardener booth to discuss various gardening topics. They will
also be giving away plants.

BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)

No report.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel/Laura Schnackenberg)

Commission Member Wetzel reported that the speaker at the May BEC meeting will be Jeff Musser with
SkyBorne. Musser will share and review recent aerial shots of the town’s facilities, parks, and
surrounding area. Wetzel plans to invite the Mayor and Council to the presentation.
The June 10t BEC meeting will feature the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership.

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMC) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely)

Commission member Vesely has completed everything for the Sustainable Maryland Certified
submission that doesn’t require the town staff’s input.

Vesely attended the SMC workshop on April 8th and got some ideas on how to fine tune our data.

Tree and Park Board member Jeff Davidson needs some engagement/information from the Town
Manager and Town Planner for Tree City USA. Vesely has reached out to them for assistance.

The BEC commends Kathy Vesely’s continued dedication to SMC.

COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins/Janeen Solberg)

Garden Manager Emma Eicher has assigned garden plots and is happy to report that most of them are
filled! There are roughly eight spots, some wheelchair accessible, still available.

Food forest planting is April 12th at 2:00.

Emma will be starting a “Garden Gathering” time every Sunday from 4-6 to build community, work in
gardens, share a snack, and work on the food forest.

Emma and Commission Member Atkins have plans to build a seed library.

MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood)

Work day scheduled for 4/30 at 10 am. Additional yard waste bags are not needed at this time. We’'ll



be able to determine if additional plants are needed after the weeds are cleaned out. Also,
Commission member Sherwood’s daughter will be helping with ongoing maintenance.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie)

e The bath house at Dahlgren Campground opened on 4/4. This year’s Ridge Runners will be Josh and
Dillon from last year! Josh will start on 4/12 and Dillon in mid-May. Dan Hippe, Ridge Runner manager,
will let Spice know of volunteer opportunities. We expect the first thru hikers have come through the
area and peak trail traffic will be in June.

FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely)
e The Farmers Market managers vetted the vendors and have about 24, some new, but many returning
from previous years. The 2026 Farmers Market season opens on May 5™ and we’re looking forward to a
great year!

NOMINATING: (Amy Jones / Laura Schnackenberg)
e Commission member Wetzel followed up with potential candidate Harrison Stone but has received no
response. Chairperson Solberg has some candidates in mind who might be interested. The BEC has one
open seat.

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel)
e Chairperson Solberg gave final draft of the annual report to the Town Manager and Town Clerk to
distribute to the mayor and council and to post on town website.

TOWN UPDATE: (Terri Hollingshead)
e There was no regular Mayor and Council meeting although two budget meetings were held.
e Reminder that if you need something from Greg Huntsberry please coordinate through the Town
Manager. The town’s public works team is overwhelmed with projects.
e Election certificates need to be turned in by Monday 4/13.
e Botanica will be starting to landscape at the roundabout on 4/20.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:
e Commission member Vesely commented that David Myers who built the Farmers Market shed, provided
a piece of siding to repair the shed which has been damaged by string trimmers. Vesely has the material
in her garage.
e Chairperson Solberg wants to thank the public works team for the prep work that was done for the food
forest as well as everything else they do to support the town. Their hard work does not go unnoticed
and the BEC appreciates them.

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones

*Next meeting: Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at 7:00 at Town Annex.
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