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Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice-Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager

ABSENT:	Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee

PRESIDING: 	Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Brady declared the meeting minutes of the July 23, 2014 Regular Meeting approved as read.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Recycling Brochure – Liaison Wetzel presented the brochure. The Commission discussed revising the brochure since it will be presented to citizens renting pavilions rather than large groups. Secretary Vesely motioned the revised brochure be presented to the Park Board for approval. Vice-Chairperson James seconded. Motion approved as recommended.
Wish Lists – All BEC members have now read their Wish Lists. Items will be organized by Council Liaison Wetzel and sent out to members. After discussion of the Wish Lists, it was suggested the BEC/Town with the Public Safety Commission on educating the public about crosswalk safety.

Town Farm Stream Buffer – Town Manager Clark stated the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) is willing to work with the Town on a fall planting. October 26 or November 2 are tentative dates chosen to plant trees and shrubs on one side of the stream by the Water Treatment Facility. CBF has also recommended choosing another area. Areas discussed included near the South Mountain Little League fields, or along the stream near the Crestview development. Chairman Brady will ask Crestview HOA if it would be OK to plant trees in that location. Town Manager Clark would like ideas on where to plant more trees, for future plantings.

Walkability Study — Amanda Kerr finished the Walkability Study. There was discussion about giving her a stipend.  Vice-Chairman James motioned that we present Amanda with a stipend of $500. Chairman Brady seconded. Motion approved. The stipend will be presented with a commendation from the Town for her good work on the Study. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Liaison Wetzel would like to see updated figures from Apple Valley Waste on how the town is doing with trash vs. recycling. There hasn’t been an update from AVW in quite a while. Manager Clark might be able to get some information ready for the October town newsletter. Manager Clark will set up a tour of the new AVW recycling facility.

Trees – The Commission discussed looking into the possibility of achieving the Tree City, USA designation.

Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James stated Ellen Moyer is still scheduled for our October meeting. It was suggested we ask Ms. Moyer to talk on our walkability study and safety. It was also suggested we invite Amanda Kerr and the Public Safety Commission, as well as all Town Boards. 

Green Team – The Green Team luncheon/award ceremony is on Friday, September 12. Sustainability training is scheduled in the Fall for western Maryland. It was noted that maintaining certification is an ongoing process.

TOWN UPDATES
Town Council approved the new chicken ordinance at their August meeting.

New Town Liaisons were appointed. Brigitte Schmidt will replace Barbara Wetzel as the new BEC liaison. 

The Trolley Station was leased for a $1 a year.

Town Farm has also been leased by the Town to Tracy Thomas. 

A one page Green Times issue is planned for October, to go out with the October water bill. Liaison Wetzel will work on it, with recycling reminders. 

Bulk Trash Day is scheduled for October 18 from 8-1 in Shafer Park. Volunteers are needed. 

Town Manager Clark said the EDC will be working on the Sustainable Communities Maryland application that includes a Town Revitalization plan. When accepted, facade improvement grants will be available. The Town will also be working on applying for the Safe Routes to School grant. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Town Manager Clark stated the University of MD students completed the Storm Water Management Plan. One of the projects listed is to remove the concrete dam at end of the stream in the Park. The Town will also be looking into replying to an RFP, scheduled in October, to work with the PALS Program, sponsored by University of Maryland and only offered to Sustainable Maryland Certified Towns. Frederick is first town to be accepted. It does cost, but we will apply.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member Renner stated the BHS Art teacher would need more specifics on painting side of town garage. The teacher stated the class could possibly do project in the Spring. Town Manager Clark would like to ask EDC what they are thinking. The artwork on the front of the garage now has an old postcard theme. Member Renner will touch base with the Art teacher when specifics are defined.

Vice Chairperson James contacted Kaley Laleker, MDE, with regards to the MD Zero Waste Plan, asking for a summary of the other stakeholder meetings. She will let us know when she gets a response. 

ADJOURN
Chairman Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:41 PM. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, October 8, 2014. 

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
