DRAFT
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, October 8, 2025

PRESENT: Commission Members: Janeen Solberg, Jenn Sherwood, Kathy Vesely, Laura
Schnackenberg, Barb Wetzel Council Liaison: Terri Hollingshead

ABSENT: Amy Jones, Chris Hammer Atkins
Guest: Susie Wycowski, Community Garden
Guest Speaker: N/A
PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 7:05 pm by Chairperson Solberg

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The September minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved with corrections.

OLD BUSINESS
e Chairperson Solberg had a meeting at her home for Bay-Wise Certification.
O Received Bay-Wise Certification reflecting a commitment to protecting the health of our
watershed, including land, water and wildlife.
o The program is changing its name to Maryland Living Landscapes.
e Volunteer Dates / Sign-up
O Green Fest May 8-9, 2026
o Community Garden November 2025 workdays
O Bulk Clean Up October 11, 2025
m 7-7:30 AM Volunteer Arrival
m 8:00 Begin Event

NEW BUSINESS

® Glass Crusher Grant Opportunity

O Barb Wetzel: webinar grant possibility from Sustainable Maryland Certified.

$20,000 each / $100,000 total.
Deadline for application November 10, 2025.
Notification early to mid-December.
Project must be completed in one year (end 2026).
Final report due January 2027.
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by)

ENERGY: (Spice Cromie)
e One fewer vehicle at Town Hall charging station due to loss of employee at Fit In Boonsboro who used it
regularly.
e Wetzel will share photos of vehicles charging with Vesely for SMC documentation.



SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg)

Glass Crusher update seen in “New Business” above.
Bulk Clean Up Saturday, October 11:
o Goodwill to attend to collect donations and recyclables
o Brooke’s House unable to attend
o “Free” section will be amplified and expanded
= Vesely to direct “free section” shoppers to park at end of lot to avoid bottleneck exiting
event
Next Low Waste Living Workshop November 19
2026 LWL Workshop dates at Boonsboro Library at 5:30 PM:
o February 18
o May20
o August 19
o November 18
Book Drop Box at Community Center
O BEC has questions regarding the agency collecting books in Shafer Park.

BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)

Schnackenberg states some donated trees in the park have gone dormant early due to lack of water. To
be reassessed in Spring.
Wetzel states some trees along path to bathroom aren’t looking well.

PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel/Laura Schnackenberg)

Wetzel spoke with Denise Price, Soil Conservation District Manager Washington County who will guest
speak in November regarding water harvesting.

Wetzel to speak with Kim Miller to set up event page on the town's FaceBook page.

Schnackenberg to speak with Anna Twigg, Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Would like the topic
to be seed collecting.

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMS) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely)

Next meeting November 12th at 5:30 at Town Hall.

COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins/Janeen Solberg)

Garden Manager Emma has been communicating with gardeners as the season comes to a close.
Emma rewrote description for Community Garden on Town’s website.

Updated application for gardeners and secured two new gardeners for spring 2026.

November 2nd at 3:00 for garden clean up.

November 23rd at 9:00 for garden shut-down 2025.

MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood)

Sherwood states weeds are better.
Still blooming.
Milkweed seeds planted.
Two plants donated by member Vesely.
Haven’t tracked down metal butterflies from Hagerstown yet
0 Wetzel states the butterflies were a fundraiser, and suggested finding owners to donate.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie)




e No interruption of services due to Federal Government Shutdown.
o Funded jointly through state and ATC.
o Water will remain on at one of three stations through winter: Gathland, Dahlgren, Washington
Monument

FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely)

Commission member Vesely reported two weeks remaining (ending October 21st).
Frequent Buyer Card next week (October 14th).

Dog Parade yesterday October 7th - 29 dogs received treats.

Recycling is an ongoing project due to patron interest.

Website to be updated before next season begins.

Applications begin January 2026 for next season.

NOMINATING: (Amy Jones / Laura Schnackenberg)
e Spice Cromie nominated for Secretary.
e Schnackenberg and Solberg nominated to remain as Vice and Chairperson, respectively.

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel)
e See New Business for glass crusher grant information.
e BEC Annual Report to be discussed during the winter.

TOWN UPDATE: (Terri Hollingshead)

® No meeting since the last BEC meeting.

® Public Hearing 6:30 Monday.

e Verdant hearing October 20th at Legion regarding projected development plan.

e Street Sweeping to begin Monday, October 13 / 14th by Williamsport.
o Every street within town limits.
o Residents are being asked to park off Main Street on Street Sweeping days.
o Will continue every third Monday each month until winter.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:
e Commission member Wetzel requests a tree ordinance or advisor for Licensed Arborist.
o Inventory regarding tree health.
o Tree placement when planting.
o Permits to remove trees.
® Chairperson Solberg suggests working with Tree Board and Town Staff to look into funding and
enforcement.

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Spice Cromie

*Next meeting: Wednesday, November 12, 2025, at 7:00 at Town Annex.

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”".


about:blank
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Appalachian Trail Maryland RidgeRunner Season Recap

e The RidgeRunners had a strong season with only one person unable to fulfill their contract.
e The Maryland RidgeRunners spent about 30% of their time caretaking and were able to spend more time
patrolling the trail.
e The Annapolis Rock section is the busiest in the MidAtlantic largely due to its large parking lot, relatively
easy hike, and good camping.
Overall, the trail is in great shape. The district manager and volunteers on this section are great.
Thru hiker traffic peaked in June. Day hikers peaked in May.
Overnight use at Annapolis Rock is pretty modest.
Some incidence of homeless folks living on the trail.
Unattended “trail magic” is a continual issue.
There are lots of dogs on the trail with about 85% leash compliant.
The Maryland RidgeRunners recorded the following statistics (does not include Annapolis Rock):
Josh and Dillon logged 674 miles of patrolling (over the 39.5-mile stretch of the AT in Maryland)
338 thru hikers
603 backpackers
1566 day hikers
51 trail runners
111 blowdowns
206.4 gallons of trash collected
o Scattered about 10 illegal campfires (outside of the designated camping sites)
® Annapolis Rock statistics are as follows:
o 6200 day hikers
o 410 backpackers
o 84 thru hikers
o 83 gallons of trash collected
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Overall, it was a calm season on the AT in Maryland.



