
Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, November 12, 2025 

PRESENT: Commission Members: Janeen Solberg, Spice Cromie, Amy Jones, Kathy Vesely, Laura Schnackenberg, Barb Wetzel 
Council Liaison: Terri Hollingshead 

  
ABSENT: Chris Hammer Atkins, Jenn Sherwood 
 
Guest Speakers: Dee Price and Mark Kendle, Washington County Soil Conservation District. Topic: Water Quality and the role 
of the Soil Conservation District in Washington County 

 
PRESIDING: Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson Solberg. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
The October minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS   

● Fall Bulk Clean-Up & Recycling event a success.  Yard signs may be helpful notifications for residents for future events.  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
● Mid-December is the target deadline for Town Newsletter submissions. 
● Farmers Market, Community Garden, Green Team, etc. to be submitted to Chairperson Solberg and Vice Chairperson 

Schnackeberg. 
● First Low Waste Living Workshop for 2026: Wednesday, February 18 at 5:30 at Boonsboro Library. Chairperson Solberg 

will be out of town, but the workshop will still be held by BEC members and a guest discussion facilitator. 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by) 
 
ENERGY: (Spice Cromie) 

● Idle Fees: after an electric vehicle finishes charging, there is a short grace period to unhook and move the vehicle. Idle 
fees are charged after the grace period. Member Cromie to approach Potomac Edison regarding implementing this 
policy. 

● Maryland has 5,733 or 3% of all charging stations in the United States. 
 

SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg) 
● Low Waste Living Workshop - November 19 at 5:30 pm at Boonsboro Library. 
● Suggestion to have Farmers Market parking lot to be cleaned by the street sweeper in Spring 2026. 

 
BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)  

● Member Sherwood and other BEC members participated in the work session with the Park Board on Saturday, 
November 1st at the Boonsboro Library under the lead of Jeff Davidson. Session included caring for mulch, tree tubes, 
etc. around Shafer Park, Historical Park, and trees near Schoolhouse Court. 

 
PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel/Laura Schnackenberg) 

Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg: Anna Twigg being suggested for food forest and seed collection presentation. 
Chuck Schwalbe or other Master Gardeners suggested for Bay-Wise Certification presentation in Spring. 

 
SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMS) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely) 

Meeting was previous to current BEC Meeting. Gathering information for Sustainable Maryland Certified 
certification application due in June 2026. 
Next meeting January 14th before BEC Meeting.  

 
COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins/Janeen Solberg) 



● Chairperson Solberg: Work session on Sunday, November 2nd. Members of the Community Garden Team and Anna 
Twigg from the DNR planted 5 trees for the food forest.  

● DNR provided 3 plants—Serviceberry and two Chokeberries 
● ACWA provided 2 plants—Chickasaw Plum trees 
● Anna and garden manager Emma Eicher are to apply for a grant to complete the food garden. 
● Last work session of the season is Sunday, November 23 at 9:00 am for winterization.   

 
MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood) 

● Member Sherwood: update unavailable. 
 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie) 

● Water has been turned off at Dahlgren Campground.  
● Met Ben from Maryland Department of Environment. States the pump 0.1 miles north of campground will remain on 

over winter, unless there is a hard freeze. 
● JFK50 will be held Saturday, November 22 at 6:30 am. Start line is located near Town Hall entrance. 1,200 runners 

plus crew and spectators are expected, and will vacate the area no later than 7:00 am. 
● Member Cromie was nominated by RidgeRunners Josh Sheets and Dillon Utter for the PATC (Potomac Appalachian 

Trail Conservancy) Volunteer Awards during the Summer Hiking Season 2025.   
 
FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely) 

● Member Vesely: 8,800 customers of the course of the season. Would have been +9,000 if not closed due to extreme 
heat twice over the summer. 

● 54 gifts were awarded for the frequent buyer card raffle. 
● 13 people won by submitting only one card. 
● Mini-recycling has been suggested to continue for the entire market season. 

 
NOMINATING: (Amy Jones/Laura Schnackenberg) 

● Member Jones presented slate for the following positions: 
○ Chairperson Solberg 
○ Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg 
○ Recording Secretary Cromie 

● All were approved. 
 

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel) 
● Application for SMC Grant for Glass Crusher was not submitted.  
● Future grants applications are to be submitted.  

 
TOWN UPDATE: (Terri Hollingshead) 

● High's is clearing out property near traffic circle. 
● Shafer Park bathrooms have been winterized. 
● 14 ft. Christmas Tree has been selected for Shafer Park. 
● Old Tyme Christmas is the first Friday of December (12/5/25) at 6:30 pm. 
● Dean South model home is being built near the entrance of the school campus. 
● McDonald's entrance and exit will be at Tiger Way and Ringley Court, not Chase Six Blvd. 
● Scavenger Hunts in Park. Certificates for completion. 
● New and permanent dog park to be researched and funded through grants and POS (Program Open Space) monies. 
● Verdant requested an escrow account but was denied by the Town. 

  
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:  

● N/A 
 
ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Spice Cromie 
  


