Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Bill Brady, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Rosemary James, Scott McIlwee, Laura Schnackenberg and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 

ABSENT:	Jessica Renner and Amanda Whitmore

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

GUEST SPEAKER
Rosemary James introduced our Guest Speaker, Heidi Welsh of the Sustainable Investment Institute gave an informative talk on sustainability and fiscal responsibility.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the May 14, 2014 Regular Meeting approved as read.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
None

NEW BUSINESS
Town Farm: Tour & Planning
The Commission discussed establishing a subcommittee to work with the Town Engineer on a 5-year and 10-year Town Farm projections. Items to consider during the planning include stream restoration, future use for farming, subletting to farmers and citizens, water issues and concerns. The Commission discussed touring the Town Farm sometime during the second week in July (tentatively the 19th). Weekend morning preferred to attract as many people as possible. The Planning Commission, Park Board, and Town Council should be invited. 

Carvel Wright, Chairman of the Boonsboro Planning Commission, is requesting a joint meeting with the BEC and the Planning Commission is scheduled for Tuesday, June 24, 7 PM, Town Hall Annex. We need to forward our annual report to Planning Commission prior to the meeting. This body can make recommendations, but other commissions need to be involved. Town Manager Clark will email the Comprehensive Plan to BEC membership for review before the joint meeting.

Town Manager Clark stated the water loss issue needs to be looked at before the next Comprehensive Plan review. Old meters are the probable cause for water loss. Therefore, the old meters need updating.
 
Comprehensive Plan: To make the Comprehensive Plan more of a community effort, we should bring town churches, schools and businesses together to review.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Council Liaison Wetzel has been working on a brochure to hand out to anyone reserving any part of the park for events. It outlines the Town recycling rules and regulations. Town Planner Clark suggested two separate brochures: one for large events and one for small events. The small brochure could be handed out to individual vendors at large events. 

Trees – Trees are being chosen and will be planted by July 1 behind the Town maintenance shop.

Public Education/Outreach – Chairperson Schmidt thanked Member James for this evening’s guest speaker. The next speaker will be in the fall, possibly October.

Green Team – Tomorrow night is the next Green Team meeting. All documentation is due to Member Whitmore by then. If all documentation is submitted by July and review process completed, the Green Team will go to Annapolis to be presented with Sustainable Maryland Certified status.

TOWN UPDATES
Town Manager Clark stated a $20k grant was awarded to the Town to replace three AC units. The new LED lights have been installed in Town buildings. The street lights still need to be retrofitted around Town. We will see immediate reduction in cost. Currently the Town incurs a flat fee of $16/pole which would be reduced to $2/pole the lights are installed and the Town takes over the maintenance. This cost savings should be included in the 6-month BEC report.

Town Manager Clark stated the Council approved removing the cows from the Town Farm land.

Permanent Recycling containers will be bought by July 1 for Main Street. They will look different than current trash containers to differentiate between trash and recyclables.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Chairperson Schmidt attended her first Town Council meeting as our newest Council Member. Chairperson Schmidt’s last meeting as BEC Chairperson is tonight. 

Secretary Vesely thanked Chairperson Schmidt for her service and leadership on the BEC. Membership concurred.

Secretary Vesely nominated Vice Chairperson Bill Brady as new Chairman, and Member James as Vice Chairperson. Member Schnackenberg seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

Council Liaison Wetzel stated several Town commissions currently have openings, including the BEC. Town website lists the openings. Town Manager Clark will do a press release. Membership was asked to think of anyone who might be interested and encourage them to apply. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Member James thanked Members Dowell, Renner and Council Liaison Wetzel for help with submitting a letter to the State on the new Zero Waste proposal. Our letter was highlighted on Frederick County's blog by Kai Hagan. 

Vice Chairperson Brady presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Chairperson Schmidt for her service to the Town and the BEC. 

Secretary Vesely mentioned what an honor it was to attend the Tawes Award day in Annapolis.

Council Liaison Wetzel mentioned the recycle recovery letter that other towns are doing. She stated this could really work in well with the debris site or the town farm site. We will look at the idea closer at a later time.

ADJOURN
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
