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Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY AUGUST 12, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice-Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager

ABSENT:	Scott McIlwee

PRESIDING: 	Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Brady declared the meeting minutes of the July 23, 2014 Regular Meeting approved with corrections.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Recycling Brochure – Liaison Wetzel presented the brochure that will be given to anyone renting space at Shafer Park pavilions or the Community Center. After discussion about recycling non-compliance, Liaison Wetzel suggested an up front deposit be assessed, that will be returned if groups follow recycling guidelines as outlined in the brochure. Town Manager Clark stated there is already a deposit required for renting the Community Center and a rental fee for the pavilions.  She also said the large groups need to be educated on how to recycle. Member Renner suggested that the brochure state in bold lettering that the bins are available from the Town. Town Manager Clark suggested since recycling is the responsibility of the renting party, NOT the Town, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) should be entered into with the larger groups. Liaison Wetzel will finalize the brochure for smaller groups, Town Manager Clark will compose a MOU document for larger groups. The number of bins will be verified and a contact phone number will need to be supplied on the rental agreement. The Commission’s recommendations will be shared with the Park Board. 

Sycamore Run SWM – Town Manager Clark met with the engineer and developer regarding landscaping of the stormwater management ponds. They agreed to put down filter fabric to prevent weed growth and plant a low maintenance ground cover. 

Maryland Zero Waste Plan – Members James, Renner and Vesely went to the Maryland Department of Environment stakeholder meeting on July 31 in Baltimore. This was one of three DOE stakeholder meetings. This one was for environmental groups. Member James stated she would like to see all three stakeholders meet together to share ideas and work together towards a state-wide zero waste plan. Member Vesely suggested Member James email the meeting facilitator Hillary Miller to suggest the groups meet together. Member James pointed out that waste-to-energy seemed to be a high priority of the DOE. The revised draft should be ready in September. 

Wish Lists – Several BEC members read their “Wish List for Boonsboro.” The deadline was extended to the September meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Sustainability Training  & 2100 Meeting – Town Manager Clark stated the Sustainable Maryland Certified (SMC) will have an October 14 conference—the first of its kind. It will provide training opportunities. She also informed the Commission of the Maryland Multi-City Environmental Boards and Commissions Group meetings in October and would follow up on the location if anyone is interested in attending. 

Town Farm Stream Buffer – Town Manager Clark stated there is ample area on Town Farm adjacent to the existing stream to create a buffer area, although after surveying the property that there was not as much erosion from the cattle as originally thought. All the cattle have been removed and tentative plans are to put a 10-ft wide, 180-ft long swath of shrubs and trees on one side of the stream, and possibly low maintenance ground cover on the other side. This would also be a great location for a community garden. Celeste Mariano did landscaping at Shafer Park, and maybe the town could request grants from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation for help with Town Farm stream buffer landscaping. To involve the townspeople, maybe we could put a survey on the town website asking for ideas on how to develop the Town Farm. 

Three-Year Action Plan – Town Manager Clark presented the Three-Year Action Plan required as part of the submission for Sustainable Maryland Certified. The BEC members should take a look to see what we might be interested in doing and report back at the September meeting. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Council Liaison Wetzel would like to see updated figures from Apple Valley Waste on how the town is doing with trash vs. recycling. There hasn’t been an update from AVW in quite a while. Manager Clark might be able to get some information ready for the October town newsletter. Manager Clark will set up a tour of the new recycling facility.

Trees – Ryan Wetzel is back from his mission trip, so should be able to finish up the tree canopy survey soon.

Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James said Ellen Moyer is the scheduled speaker for our October meeting.

Green Team – We are still waiting to hear about our Sustainable Maryland Certified status. We should hear within 2-3 weeks. The awards luncheon is on Friday, September 12.

TOWN UPDATES
Town Liaison Wetzel said new Town Council member Brigitte Schmidt will be going to the MML conference.

The renewed chicken ordinance was tabled until the September M&C meeting. 

Town Manager Clark stated the LED street lights installation should be completed within the next week, as the last item to be installed is the street lights along Main Street. She will present a fiscal savings report to the M&C after receiving the first full utility bill. She also has received estimates for switching out the streetlights in Crestview and Graystone.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Town Manager Clark stated the town received a $25K grant from the Nora Roberts Foundation to begin planning of the aquatic facility. Member Schnackenberg stated interested community members are needed to help plan the facility as well as fundraise.

Town Manager Clark said the Walkability Study report will be presented at the Public Safety Commission meeting on August 21. 

COMMISSION MEMBER REPORTS
Liaison Wetzel stated parking was an issue at National Night Out.

Liaison Wetzel stated pins need to be installed on curbs stating “Drains into the Chesapeake Bay.”

Member Schnackenberg mentioned downtown Hagerstown is working on a “Downtown Movement.” From August 22-24 there will be Pop-Up businesses in vacant storefronts. 

Vice Chairperson James stated the Valley Co-Op is in its new location (the old Wonder Bread Store) and the Grand Opening will be September 13. 

ADJOURN
Chairman Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 10, 2014. 

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
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