Draft
Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2015

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Scott McIllwee, Amanda Whitmore, Rebecca Wildberger
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt

ABSENT:	Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg

PRESIDING: Chairperson Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairperson Brady declared the regular meeting Minutes of the June 9 and July 14, 2015 approved with corrections. Approved.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Pay As You Throw (PAYT) – 
Vice Chairperson James reviewed what went on at the M&C meeting last week. Lots of inaccurate facts have gone out about what we pay for our trash. BEC should plan to speak at the M&C Workshop meeting on August 31, as well as the public hearing before the next M&C Meeting on September 8. Kristen Brown from WasteZero will answer questions at a meeting tomorrow morning with Council Member Sean Haardt. BEC Waste Reduction Committee will meet with her after that at 10 AM. Council Liaison Schmidt would like to put Kristen’s power point presentation on FB and/or the Town website to inform citizens of the PAYT program. Member Whitmore asked if we might be able to put a flyer out to the community. Member McIlwee stated we have three options: A) A per bag fee (PAYT), and the Town will be paying for waste collection in an EASY way, B) the Town will need to raise the rates for everyone, or C) citizens can pay for their own trash hauler (which means many trucks in each neighborhood all week long). Council Liaison Schmidt asked if we might get fees from AVW for other municipalities. Also, what % of people are elderly in Boonsboro? It is not fair to them to pay an increased rate. Member Whitmore stated we need to put out a massive educational program that is both visual and shows the economics of PAYT. She also asked if we should get a Pro-PAYT petition going (contact Member Renner who has had experience with petitions). Council Liaison Schmidt suggested a Letter to the Editor in the Herald-Mail as everyone seems to read the paper. Which towns in MD have PAYT? So far, only Aberdeen has PAYT as far as we know. Chairman Brady asked what action item can we do for the next 3 weeks? We will ask Kristen to help us. 

We need to present a statement on behalf of the BEC at the public hearing. Each BEC member should speak to get momentum going. 

The Waste Reduction committee will talk to Kristen then email commission members what she says.

Target Dates: August 31 – M&C Workshop meeting. Annex. 7 PM.
September 8 – M&C Meeting at 7 PM, with Public Hearing prior, probably 6 PM, Community Center
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – See above.

Trees – Member McIllwee stated the next Tree Committee meeting will be 9/16.

Public Education/Outreach – No report.

Green Team – No report.

TOWN UPDATES
Council Liaison Schmidt stated money will be coming from the Economic Development Fund for new mural on side of town maintenance shop.

The Town Forest Mitigation Bank is moving forward which will help in establishing a plan for the Town Farm. The Forest stand delineation will identify the environmental features on the property. 

If BEC would like to be more involved in the planning aspects of the Town, the Commission should have members rotate attending Planning Commission meetings.

Pool update: Two pools planned. One cool water, one warm water. 14 employees would be needed to run the operation. Pool Committee looking to get a private company to run the pool, and the YMCA seems interested in partnering with us. Details will need to be worked out. Another pool meeting is in the works. Right now, town is looking at a $4-6 MILLION pool as a model. It will be a South County pool, not necessarily a Boonsboro pool. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
Member Wildberger stated Adam Metz’ Eagle Scout project, a nicely landscaped area with flagpole next to the Community Center looks really nice. Zane Poffenberger's Eagle Scout project is recognizing and upgrading the Boone grave behind Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Secretary Vesely has noticed some bolts missing on the big play structure at Shafer Park. Liaison Schmidt said to contact Dr. Brian Hopkins at Town Hall and fill out a citizen concern form.

Liaison Schmidt said Mt. Nebo Outdoor Nature Center is requesting money for a play area. If they don't have a green purchasing policy, Member Schnackenberg (by message) said we shouldn't donate. Chairman Brady suggested if the church presented something we could entertain possibly donating. 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary

        Next Meeting: TUESDAY, September 8, 2015 – To coincide with M&C meeting, 7 PM


