Draft
Town of Boonsboro
	21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713	
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2017

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Secretary Kathy Vesely, Scott McIllwee, Leah Grasso, Laura Schnackenberg, Town Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt
		
ABSENT: 	Jessica Renner, Anthony Dowell, Town Manager Megan Clark

PRESIDING: Secretary Vesely called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.

There was no July BEC meeting due to lack of quorum.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Secretary Vesely declared the June 13, 2017 meeting Minutes approved as read. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Farmer’s Market (FM) – Secretary Vesely stated the Farmer’s Market is going well. She presented a spreadsheet of this year’s Market data by week: Vendors, attendance, etc. It would still be nice to have more vendors. Member Grasso and Secretary Vesely have been alternating Market Manager duties each week and it has worked well.

Sustainable Maryland Certified – Recertification – The recertification application has passed the first stage of the review process. It is now in final review. Thanks was given to Town Manager Clark, Town Council Liaison Schmidt and Secretary Vesely for their hard work on the process. 

NEW BUSINESS
New Chairperson/Call for New Member(s) – A new Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are needed since Bill Brady and Rosemary James stepped down in June. Secretary Vesely volunteered to step up to Chairmanship.  Motion made by Member Schnackenberg, seconded by Member Grasso to promote Secretary Vesely to Chairmanship position starting 9/1/17. Motion carried. Bill’s term ends 11/17. Vice Chairman and Secretary positions tabled until September meeting. Request to put announcement on Town website (two positions available).

Community Foundation Grant – After discussion, consensus was that the BEC will not apply for the Community Foundation Grant this year. Motion made by Secretary Vesely, seconded by Member Schnackenberg. Motion carried. Town Council Liaison Schmidt stated there is a “Crosswalk for Community Foundation” grant. Perhaps the BEC and the Safety Commission could have a joint meeting to discuss crosswalk safety and do a walkability study follow-up.

Electric Car Plug-Ins – We were asked to look into the possibility of putting in two electric car stations—one at Town Hall and one at the Community Center. After discussion, it was suggested we work with the EDC on this as more than likely most electric car users are from out of town. It was also suggested that grant money may be available for this from the Tourism Board of Washington County. Another idea would be to ask car dealerships for advice. Could the Town get a tax break for these? Member Schnackenberg suggested getting sponsors for them. Secretary Vesely will look into it.


SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Farmer’s Market – See above (Unfinished Business).
▪ Waste Reduction – Town Liaison Schmidt knows of a company that is now recycling old marker pens. She has contacted Janeen Solberg, Green Fest Co-Chairperson.
▪ Trees – Member McIlwee stated Becky Wilson from the USFS said there is a tree donation program. The link is: http://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/treemendous/giftoftrees.aspx  
From the website: “TREE-MENDOUS Maryland - Gift of Trees - Give an Environmental Gift
Have native trees planted in Honor or Memory of family and friends, to celebrate Holidays, birthdays, and to observe other special occasions. Your Gift of Trees is actually three gifts - one to someone you care for, one to future generations, and one to the environment. TREE-MENDOUS MARYLAND will arrange for the trees to be planted in Maryland in the county in which the recipient of the certificate lives. You may purchase the Gift of Trees at $40.00 for each tree. A grove of ten trees at $400.00 lets you decide where you would like to have the trees planted. A beautiful certificate, suitable for framing, is sent to the recipient announcing your Gift.”
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Member Schnackenberg suggested we try to come up with topics we would like for speakers. We need to decide how many nights per year would we like speakers. She said she might be able to head up this committee now. 
▪ Green Team – See above (Unfinished Business [SMC]).
▪ Monarch Butterfly – Secretary Vesely stated the Waystation at Shafer Park is in full bloom. She also stated there are tons of common milkweed plants at new Walking Trail. She saw ~10 Monarch butterflies, a few monarch caterpillars, lots of other butterflies and bees last weekend. There is a Master Gardener Pollinator Pallooza at the UMD Ag Extension Center on 8/26 from 10-2. Sunny Meadows Nursery is having a fall native plant sale on 9/16. Sandy Sagalkin needs volunteers for a “Monarch planting” at Ft. Frederick State Park in Big Pool on 9/17 from 8:30-until finished. Sandy also said volunteers are needed for Monarch tagging events at Antietam Battlefield on weekends the month of September (except 9/16 & 17).

​TOWN UPDATES
No updates.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
No comments.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM

Respectfully submitted by
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
​ 
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2017 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
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