Draft
Town of Boonsboro
	21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713	
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, July 10, 2018

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Leah Grasso, Jessica Renner, Scott McIllwee; Town Council Liaison Ray Hanson
		
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  After review and unanimous committee vote, Chairperson Vesely declared the June 12, 2018 minutes approved.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]New Town Council member Ray Hanson was introduced as the BEC’s new Town Council Liaison.    

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Town Newsletter:  The BEC contributed a short article to the town’s newsletter providing suggestions for how to reduce glass consumption.  The BEC would like to continue to contribute to the newsletter from time to time.  
BEC member Anthony Dowell:  Chairperson Vesely clarified that BEC member Anthony Dowell’s term is for four years and will expire in November 2021. 
Community Solar Webinar: Chairperson Vesely attended an excellent webinar by Community Solar.  Community Solar will be constructing a solar array in Williamsport. Individuals who may not be able to install solar on their own properties will be able to reap the benefits of the solar array.  The local Community Solar representative will be sharing his presentation to the town on August 14th during the BEC meeting.    

NEW BUSINESS:     
Meeting with new Town Planner:  Boonsboro’s new Town Planner, Ethan Strickler, plans to attend the BEC’s August 14th meeting and presentation by Community Solar.  Ethan also will be meeting with Chairperson Vesely on July 24th to share information about environmentally-themed grants for which we might be eligible. A particular interest of the BEC would be to establish a community garden.  A possible location might be the field near the high school and senior housing.    Establishing a water source could be an issue.  
Plastic Straw Education:  There has been a lot of information in the news recently related to single-use plastic straws.  According to Chairperson Vesely’s research, plastic straws are one of the top-10 items found on beaches.  Over 500 million single-use straws are used daily in the U.S.  Increasing numbers of large cities including New York City, Seattle, WA, Malibu and Davis, CA have banned single-use plastic straws outright.   BEC would like to work with local businesses in a collaborative effort toward moving to compostable paper straws.  Community outreach and education would also be a focus. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Farmer’s Market – Jessica Renner reports a good farmer’s market today (7/10) with a steady flow of traffic.  The vendors are doing a great job with their displays.   Vendors are inquiring about additional signage.  After a lengthy discussion about signage needs and prices, a motion was made and seconded to purchase vertical banner signs.  The vote passed unanimously.  BEC members were reminded to like and share the Farmer’s Market Facebook posts.  An Instagram account has been established for the Farmer’s Market.  

Waste Reduction –Since the town’s sanitation contract no longer includes glass recycling, the BEC is curious what impact this will have on the overall tipping fees at the landfill.  BEC members have been asked to think about other viable options for glass.  Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg has learned of two places in Pennsylvania that still take glass recycling, but the issue would be getting the recycled glass up there.  The Washington County landfill still takes glass from individuals, but you have to buy a $35 landfill use permit.

Trees – A check for $3500 to Sunny Meadows was written from the BEC budget toward the purchase of trees.  The Tree Committee will meet in the late summer to decide on types of trees and finalize placement of trees.   
  
Public Education/Outreach – Community Solar will be speaking at the BEC meeting in August.    Nancy and Elliott Kirschbaum, bird enthusiasts, could be an option for a future talk.  After some recent wildlife sightings in the Crestview neighborhood, Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg suggested trying to find a speaker to educate citizens about wild animals encroaching on populated areas.  Town Liaison Hanson suggested reaching out to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Police.  
  
Green Team – Chairperson Vesely has been contacted by someone from New Carrollton, MD who is trying to start a green team.  Vice Chair Schnackenberg suggested contacting Brigitte Schmidt for more information on the history of Boonsboro’s Green Team.

Monarch Butterfly - No update.

​TOWN UPDATES
No updates.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Jessica Renner:  Farmer’s Market committee would like to advertise in the fall and winter town newsletters for a Farmer’s Market Manager for 2019.  There is a small stipend for the position.

Chairperson Vesely:  Washington County is looking for volunteers for its Environmental Management Advisory Committee.  Also, Kathy will be circulating a list of BEC subcommittees for which we can volunteer.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, August 14, 2018 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting (7:00 p.m.)*

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

