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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Bill Brady, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Rosemary James, Scott McIlwee, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore  Absent: Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the March 11, 2014 Regular Meeting approved with corrections.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
None

GUESTS
None 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Town Farm – Town Manager Clark stated she had discussed the new Nutrient Management regulations and the proposal to extend water to the Town Farm property with the Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission.  The Commission did not support extending the water line for the livestock on the property based upon the current conditions of the well on the WWTP property. In order for the Town to comply with the new requirements, the cows would need to be removed from the property; since there is not another water source other than the stream. The Commission discussed future ideas for the Town Farm, including sports space, a town garden, and discussion with the farmer about moving his livestock to a new pasture. Motion by Chairperson Schmidt, second by Member Renner to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS FOR THE TOWN FARM. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS 
FY15 Budget – Chairperson Schmidt stated the FY15 Budget proposal is proposed to remain the same as last year, for a total amount of $10,000. Specific projects to be included in the FY15 Budget request include pins on storm drains, more tree plantings, pet waste stations and permanent recycling bins along Main Street. Discussion was also held about signs at crosswalks and working in conjunction with the Safety Commission on walkability and safety issues. Motion by Chairperson Schmidt, second by Member James to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVAL OF THE FY15 BUDGET. Motion carried.

Tawes Environmental Heroes Award –Chairperson Schmidt discussed the MDE Tawes Environmental Hereos Award and application, due April 11th.  The Commission agreed applications for both the Boonsboro Environmental Commission and the Boonsoboro Green Fest Committee should be submitted. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Public Education/Outreach – Member James talked about the Green Fest speakers, encouraging any and all to attend on May 10. 

TOWN UPDATES
Town Manager Clark said is advertising a Town Engineer position and the LED light retrofitting project is moving forward. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member Renner said she would like the Town Council to revisit the chicken ordinance. A petition is circulating and will be presented at a future Town Council meeting asking that chickens be allowed within town limits. All proponents are encouraged to attend that meeting to support her.
Member Renner discussed walkability concerns and Chairperson Schmidt said she would share with Councilman Haardt on the Safety Commission about working together on this issue.
Member Schnackenberg stated the Earth Day Park Clean-up is scheduled for April 17. All are encouraged to help out.
Vice-Chairperson Brady asked for coverage at the BEC table at Green Fest on May 10 and forwarded the schedule via email to all the members.
Chairperson Schmidt stated the next BEC meeting will be held jointly with the Green Team on Wednesday, May 14. 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
