Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Leah Grasso, Laura Schnackenberg 
		Mayor and Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt

ABSENT:	Anthony Dowell, Scott McIllwee, Jessica Renner 
Town Manager Megan Clark 

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.

GUEST:  	Frances Lynch presented handout to Commission Members and made an announcement for talk at Shepherd College: Potomac Valley Audubon Society Advocacy Forum, 13 April, 6:30-8:00 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Brady declared February 14, 2017 meeting Minutes approved as read. There was no Meeting or Minutes from March due to inclement weather. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Farmer’s Market (FM) – Member Renner was absent, so this was tabled until next month.

NEW BUSINESS
Sustainable Maryland Certified – Recertification – Town Manager Clark, Town Council Liaison Schmidt and Secretary Vesely met on March 22 to go over SMC Recertification procedures. Secretary Vesely (with input from TC Schmidt) presented our Three Year Action Plan Items to strive for (2017-2019) to the BEC. The BEC voted to make itself the SMC Green Team. Motion made by Secretary Vesely, seconded by Member Schnackenberg. Motion carried. We will take a Green Team photo at the May meeting. 

Stream Restoration – No action taken at meeting.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Farmer’s Market – No report
▪ Waste Reduction – Member Schnackenberg reported that the Green Fest will have a professional composting company overseeing this and the company is looking forward to working with the GF Committee on making this successful. Vice Chairperson James would like to have something to hand out at GF to show attendees the advantages of composting.
▪ Trees – No report
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James will contact the CBF again about a speaker. 
▪ Green Team – See above under New Business (SMC)
▪ Monarch Butterfly – No report.



​TOWN UPDATES
Council Member Schmidt gave a Town Council update from last Town Council meeting.  She reported on the Public Hearing regarding the proposed housing development on the old Gesac site. Vice Chairperson James asked if the developer has done an EIS at the site. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
​Vice Chairperson James mentioned that perhaps the BEC could provide support (in some way) to the CBF since funding has been stripped from that organization by the current administration. Member Schnackenberg said to let us know when we can help call/contact our Senators.

Member Schnackenberg would like help with the Stream Clean-Up on April 23.
 
Vice Chairperson James needs people to help man the BEC table at Green Fest. Member Grasso said she could help. Liaison Schmidt will be available for 3 hours. Member Dowell usually helps in the afternoon. He will be manning the parking area at Alex’s in the AM. Chairperson Brady will not be available.
 
Chairman Brady will be stepping down from the BEC due to work commitments. He gave his two-month notice. Member Schnackenberg mentioned perhaps Roland English might be interested in joining the Commission.

​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM
​ 
​
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2017 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
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