Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2017

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Leah Grasso, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg 
		Mayor and Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt

ABSENT:	Vice Chairman Rosemary James, Anthony Dowell, Scott McIllwee, 
Town Manager Megan Clark 
PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Declared January 10, 2017 meeting Minutes approved as read. Chairman Brady will make sure everyone gets a copy of the BEC Annual Report for 2016.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Farmer’s Market (FM) – Member Renner stated the Vendor meeting will be held on February 23, 2017, Community Center, 6:30 PM. She stated she’s gotten many calls/emails from vendors who have shown an interest in coming to the FM. Several returning from last year. Advertising needs to be ramped up to get the word out. It would be nice if we could get the new FM sign up on the back side of Pavilion #1 by the 2/23 vendor meeting. More step-in signs need to be ordered. We hope to have a sign on display at BEC table at Green Fest (GF). Chairman Brady will work on a 1/4 sheet with logo and FM information to hand out that day. We would like to have Barb Wetzel work on a blurb for Kristy Smith’s weekly H-M “In Boonsboro” article. Member Grasso will do the boosting on FB. Vice Chairperson James and Secretary Vesely will interview and take pics of each FM vendor. FM Board Member Guenther will take care of mass emailing and newsletter on FB. Other ideas? Let Member Renner know. Other thoughts for advertising outreach: Shepherdstown newspaper in WV, "Frederick's Child" newsletter, etc. Will the FM banner at the corner of the park be visible during GF? Need to email GF Chairperson Solberg to find out location of vendors at that corner. Location for FM during National Night Out and Carnival will be by the Scout Hut area for consistency.

Milk & Honey has not committed to be Market Mgr. yet. Maybe Edwina would be able to do some of the mgr. job (she doesn't have email). Discussion about other potential assistant managers. Maybe advertise for help? Member Renner will email Milk & Honey to get a firm answer from them. Secretary Vesely and Member Grasso volunteered to take a couple days/month, but not full time. 

Member Renner would like to have an occasional event throughout the summer such as: Kids’ Crafts, Tomato Day, a Gift Basket (raffle), Last Day of School. 

Monarch Butterfly Pledge - Secretary Vesely submitted the Quarterly Report to the NWF. She showed Commission the poster, milkweed seed packets plus items she got from Monarch Butterfly Expert Sandy Sagalkin to hand out at the FM and GF. Secretary Vesely needs to get a copy of the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge Proclamation from Manager Clark to submit in next Quarterly Report.

NEW BUSINESS
SMC Webinars in March – Manager Clark, Secretary Vesely and Councilwoman Schmidt have signed up to attend these webinars. Member Grasso has also shown an interest.

Member Schnackenberg stated the Shafer Park Stream Clean Up will be on 4/23/17, 1-4 PM. Secretary Vesely will contact BHS and BMS (Mr. Ganoe is new BMS NJHS faculty advisor) and see who does the BHS blog so information can be posted on it to alert students about earning SSL hours. Member Schnackenberg stated the stream is healthier than it was before the first Stream Clean-up. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Farmer’s Market – See above discussion 
▪ Waste Reduction – No report  
▪ Trees – No report
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James sent word that educating the public about composting will be a major goal at GF. Mike Myers sent her some very good composting information he had from the Frostburg committee he was on while living there. 
▪ Green Team – See above under New Business (SMC)
▪ Monarch Butterfly – See above discussion

​TOWN UPDATES
Council Member Schmidt gave a Town Council update from last Town Council meeting. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
​Member Renner stated a bill to terminate the EPA has been proposed and suggested we write our Congressmen to oppose it. 

​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 PM
​ 
​
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2017 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
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