Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2016

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairman Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Leah Grasso, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg 
		Town Manager Megan Clark, Mayor and Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt

ABSENT:	Scott McIllwee

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Declared October 11, 2016 meeting Minutes approved as read. There was no meeting in November.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Farmer’s Market (FM) – FM Board members on met on 12/8 to discuss next year’s plan for the Market. Board members include: Jessica Renner, Rosemary James, Jennifer Guenther and Kathy Vesely. Opening Day will be on May 2, End Date will be October 10. There will be a Vendor meeting on 2/21/17. Fees for 2017 will remain the same. Vendor Milk & Honey will be approached to be the Market Liaison. A $500 stipend (split: $250 at beginning of season, $250 at end of season) was discussed as Jessica will no longer have time to be the Market Manager this year. Town Manager Clark will look into vinyl signage and will ask Dan Murphy for ideas and prices. FM reusable bags was discussed as a way to promote FM. Maybe go in with the EDC to share costs and promote both the town (on one side) the FM (on the other).

SMC Leadership Training/Zero Waste Training – Secretary Vesely gave a recap of the two leadership training days she attended. The Zero Waste Workshop was on 11/9/16 at the ARC in Frederick, the SMC Leadership (Green Team) Training was on 11/17/16 at the UMDH Building in Hagerstown. 

Water Conservation Plan – is a work in progress. Hope to finish up by January or February, 2017.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Waste Reduction – No report.
▪ Trees – Tree City renewal application has been submitted, plus a "growth" award application. Both have been approved by DNR. Tree board meets tomorrow. Tree planting in November went well even though ground was hard. Tree inventory will continue next spring. 
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James has contacted the CBF speaker's bureau. Maybe have CBF come in the spring so more people will attend talk. If the CBF commits to a date, we should contact science teachers to encourage students to come to the talk for educational purposes. 
▪ Green Team – See SMC recap above.	
 
​TOWN UPDATES
Council Member Schmidt gave a Town Council update from last Town Council meeting. 2017 marks the 225 year anniversary of Boonsboro and the 200 year anniversary of the Washington Monument. County Commissioners will be coming to Boonsboro on March 14. The Police Department has a Safe Room for anyone seeking refuge. The restrooms in Shafer Park will soon be upgraded. The Shafer Park Trail is finished.


COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Secretary Vesely suggested updating the BEC Mailing List. 
Member Schnackenberg stated Flat Frosties are now on display along Main Street.
Vice Chairperson James stated the Christmas tree farm on Clevelandtown Road is open during December for visits from Santa. It is a wonderful place to visit any time—they have hydroponic vegetables and micro farm. 

​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM
​ 
​
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2016 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
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