Town of Boonsboro (seal)
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2013

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Secretary Amanda      Whitmore, Bill Brady, Rosemary James, and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Absent: Scott McIlwee, Jessica Renner, and Laura Schnackenberg
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner & Acting Town Manager

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the November 12, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Boonsboro Environmental Commission approved as amended.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
None

GUEST
Ryan Wetzel, a recent WVU Forestry graduate, gave a power point presentation of his plan for the Boonsboro Tree Canopy Analysis. Using the iTree app, he will first use satellite imagery data then do a field study to verify what trees are currently growing in town. The Commission will see if they can contact volunteers either from HCC, Shepherd University, or the High School to help Ryan in data collection. He hopes to complete the survey in the Spring.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Officers were elected unanimously: Brigitte Schmidt, Chairperson; Bill Brady, Vice-Chairman; Kathy Vesely, Recording Secretary

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS
Chairperson Schmidt read the Annual Report to the Commission. Additions and corrections were made. Motioned by Member Whitmore and seconded by Vice-Chairperson Vesely to approve the Annual Report as amended. Motion carried unanimously. Report will be presented at the January 6, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Members are encouraged to attend.

DISCUSSION

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Strategic Plan – Since Members Renner and Schnackenberg were absent, no update on Strategic Plan was made.
Waste Reduction – Chairperson Schmidt said 80% of town is participating in recycling, but our tonnage is not up to where we would like it to be. Council Liaison Wetzel suggested we put another reminder in the first “Green Times” newsletter early next year, which will be mailed with the April water bill.
Trees – See “Guest” above.
Public Education/Outreach – Member James is working on guest speakers. Chairperson Schmidt asked if Member James would be available to meet in January with Member Schnackenberg on securing speakers for future meetings.
“Green Times” – Chairperson Schmidt asked members to get their articles to her by January. An email will go out to membership before next meeting with a deadline. 
Green Team – Member Whitmore said the Commission has 130/150 points secured towards Sustainable Maryland Certified. She said if everything goes as planned, Boonsboro should become certified by July. Even after Boonsboro becomes certified, the Green Team will continue working on reaching higher sustainability levels.

TOWN UPDATES
Council Liaison Wetzel stated the Mayor and Council approved the Energy Plan as presented by Town Planner Clark. Auditors are continuing their audits of town energy consumption. They have finished four town buildings and hope to finish street lights soon. 
Council Liaison Wetzel stated Sabrina Blair gave a presentation at the December Mayor and Council meeting of the Environmental Education conference she attended in November.
Town Planner Clark stated she will be making another grant application to the Maryland Energy Administration for a specific project towards energy reduction. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Chairperson Schmidt stated early next year we will add a new “Energy” Subcommittee to the Commission and asked members to think about being on the committee.
Vice Chairperson Vesely attended a Cove Point Fracking Tour Rally in Frederick on November 18. There will be rallies in Annapolis in early January when the new state legislature begins.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson Schmidt regretted the Green Fest/Environmental Commission/Green Team Christmas potluck  had to be cancelled due to bad weather.

ADJOURN
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________
Kathy Vesely,
Vice-Chairperson





	


