Draft
Town of Boonsboro
	21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713	
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Scott McIllwee, Leah Grasso, Jessica Renner, Town Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt
		
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell, Town Manager Megan Clark

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the meeting to order at 8:24 PM.

GUEST SPEAKER – Brent Walls, Upper Potomac Riverkeepers
“TRANSCANADA PIPELINE AND THE POTOMAC RIVER”

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairperson Vesely declared the September 12, 2017 meeting Minutes approved as read. 

NEW BUSINESS
BEC Vacancy – Consideration of interest – Amy Jones has expressed an interest in becoming a BEC member. Her application was reviewed. Several BEC members have worked with Amy in the past. Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg motioned to accept Amy’s application, Member Renner seconded. Motion carried. Chairperson Vesely will email Manager Clark, asking her to put approval on next Town Council Agenda as well as notify Amy of her acceptance onto the BEC, pending Town Council approval. 

HEAL Community – Council Liaison Schmidt stated she learned of the HEAL Community at her last MML conference: “Healthy Eating and Active Living Community.” She suggested Commission look at the link: www.HealcitiesMidAtlantic.org for further information and stated perhaps Boonsboro might be interested in doing this. Following up with the Public Safety Commission and the Walkability Study would be a start. Liaison Schmidt will look at the HEAL booth at the MML Conference this week.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Farmer’s Market – Update by Member Renner. Overall, this season’s FM went well. The Board will meet and look into future vendors. Master Gardeners have shown an interest. 
▪ Waste Reduction – No report.
▪ Trees – Member McIlwee stated there will be a tree planting at the Scout Hut area in the park to replace the sycamore trees that were removed: Saturday, October 14 at 2:00. The Tree Committee is still working on tracking all trees in town. Waiting on Member Dowell’s research. Can the Park Board/Tree Committee look into permanent plaques for the trees if affordable?
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Tonight’s speaker was fantastic. Member Renner motioned to draft a letter on behalf of the BEC to Town Council about stopping the pipeline. Member Grasso seconded. Motion carried. Chairperson Vesely will contact Julie Pippel to see what the County’s stance is on the pipeline.  
▪ Green Team – Boonsboro will be recertified as a Sustainable Maryland Certified Community. The award will be presented at the MML Conference in Rockville on Friday, October 13. Chairperson Vesely will accept the award on behalf of the Town.
▪ Monarch Butterfly – Chairperson Vesely will contact Lucas Stauffer to see when he hopes to finish up his Eagle Scout project, the Monarch Waystation in Shafer Park.

​TOWN UPDATES
Town Council Liaison Schmidt gave an update on the most recent town meeting and workshop.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member McIlwee asked if there is any money in our budget to buy trees for the park, while they are on sale. If money is available, Member McIlwee motioned to purchase 10 trees and plaques, working with the Park Board. Member Grasso seconded. Motion carried.

Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg stated the Antietam Watershed Alliance will have a stream clean up on Sunday, October 22, 1:00 behind the Funkstown Fire Station. 

Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg stated the Town Bulk Trash Day is this Saturday from 8-12 at Shafer Park. There will be several recycling stations to hopefully keep many items out of the landfill. There is always a great “Free Stuff” area that is always popular.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Kathy Vesely, Chairperson
​ 
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2017 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
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