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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Bill Brady, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Rosemary James, Scott McIlwee, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner & Acting Town Manager

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the December 10, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Boonsboro Environmental Commission approved as amended.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
None

GUEST
Anthony Dowell, 111 Della Lane, introduced himself and stated he is very interested in serving on the Boonsboro Environmental Commission and had submitted an interest form to the Town for consideration.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Energy Audit – The Energy Audit for four Town buildings will tentatively be presented to the Mayor and Council at its February 3, 2014 meeting. Keres Consulting will give the presentation of the audit. Acting Town Manager Clark stated she would inform the Commission should the date change. 
Green Times – Articles for the Green Times, a new supplement of the BEC to be distributed with the utility bills, are due by email to Chairperson Schmidt NLT the February 11 BEC meeting. Members will report as follows: Jessica (Rain Tax Myths); Brigitte (The Maryland Green Registry); Barb (The Boonsboro Green Fest); Scott (Trees and Conservation Gardening); Bill (Geothermal); Amanda (Green Parenting/Cleaning); Kathy (Fracking); Laura (GMO’s); Ro (Waste Reduction/Composting). It was also recommended that the Green Times recognize local green businesses. 

NEW BUSINESS
MEA Grant Recommendation – Acting Town Manager Clark will put together an RFP for bids to retrofit and change streetlights and municipal facility lighting to LED. There are Potomac Edison rebates which could help defray costs. Motion by Member Schnackenberg, second by Member Renner, TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEA GRANT FUNDING IS USED TOWARD RETROFITTING LIGHTS IN TOWN FACILITIES. Approved.
Recommendation for Appointment of New BEC Alternate – Motion by Member James, second by Member Vesely to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL THE APPOINTMENT OF ANTHONY DOWELL AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE BEC, TO A FILL AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING NOVEMBER 2014. Approved. 
Landscaping of Maintenance Shop – Member McIlwee presented his landscaping plan for the Maintenance Shop grounds. Scott determined there is a limited area for landscaping. The current landscaping plan, done professionally, would normally cost $7000, and $2,000-3,000 if planted by Town staff. Funding in the current budget could cover the costs of implementing the landscaping plan.


DISCUSSION
Six-Month Budget Review – Acting Town Manager Clark said the BEC has spent $2,146.85 the first six months, with $7,853.15 reserved for projects. Possible expenditures will be for public education and outreach. Member James recommended all speakers be given a small, consistent stipend as allowed in the budget. Motion by Member James, seconded by Chairperson SCHMIDT TO USE BUDGETED MONIES TOWARDS STIPENDS FOR PUBLIC SPEAKERS AS PART OF THE BEC SPEAKER SERIES. Approved. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Strategic Plan – Member Renner asked Membership if a short, concise Strategic Plan would suffice for presentation to the Mayor and Council meeting on February 3. Discussion. Agreed.
Waste Reduction – Member McIlwee presented committee recommendations for current and future Town waste reduction: Town-wide composting; cooperative recycling among local businesses; elimination of plastic bags and Styrofoam containers by local businesses; a Special Events flyer to be handed out at Town Hall with reservations for park pavilions or the Community Center. Acting Town Manager Clark suggested a fact sheet be distributed to local businesses showing benefits of NOT using Styrofoam. Council Liaison Wetzel said overall Town recycling has increased 25 percent, saving the Town $8,100 during the first six months under Apple Valley Waste’s hauling contract beginning July 1, 2013. 
Trees – Upcoming tree awareness days: Arbor Day and Earth Day. The tree canopy study will be completed by Spring.
Public Education/Outreach – Members James and Schnackenberg are working on the Speaker Series presentation topics and speakers. Possible venues could be the Library, or Town Hall Annex, depending on audience. 
Green Team – Member Whitmore said Sustainable Maryland Certified Certification by July so Boonsboro’s certification can be announced at the MML in the Fall. Acting Town Manager Clark presented a 3-year action plan required for certification which will be worked on by the Green Team in the coming months. 
TOWN UPDATES
Acting Town Manager Clark stated the final plans for development of Sycamore Run have been submitted. There will be 18 acres of open space.
Acting Town Manager Clark stated proposals for solar panels at the Wastewater Treatment Plant will be discussed at the Mayor and Council workshop.
Acting Town Manager Clark stated Apple Valley has submitted a request to extend their sanitation hauling contract for another year, beginning July 1, 2014.  Apple Valley Waste will soon be building a new recycling separation facility near Hagerstown to be online August 1, 2014.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member Renner said we need to think about starting a Farmer’s Market (which was a high priority on the Town Survey). A farmer’s market requires a manager in order to operate. Farmers would need to know if a market was opening so they can plan their participation. 
Chairwoman Schmidt said on February 10, Noon to 2 PM, Town Library, the Maryland Green Registry representatives will be available to help guide businesses in completing their Registration applications. She will ask the Town of Brunswick Green Team to attend, as well. A town tour is planned for the representatives later in the afternoon.
Chairwoman Schmidt said that South Mountain Little League recently signed a contract with Apple Valley Waste for recycling and trash pickup. 
Member Schnackenberg told about “Tap It” a free nationwide service of places where one can fill up their water bottles, instead of buying plastic water bottles. She will provide more information.  

ADJOURN
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________
Kathy Vesely,
Secretary
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