Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairman Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Leah Grasso, Laura Schnackenberg 
		Town Manager Megan Clark, Mayor and Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt

ABSENT:	Scott McIllwee, Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.

GUESTS: Michael Myers and Jacob Hinlicky

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Declared December 13, 2016 meeting Minutes approved as read.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Farmer’s Market (FM) – Discussion about Farmer’s Markets rules and regulations including surrounding markets and types of bags. Additional discussions will take place after the Feb vendor meeting. Signage at entrances to park should remind patrons to "bring your own bags." 
Farmer's Market Signage – Town Manager Clark and Dan Murphy came up with a mock-up. Big square with two logos (town and FM logos). Take out tagline at bottom. Special Project funding available to purchase signage. Park Board OK using these funds.

Water Conservation Plan – Water Conservation Plan Subcommittee finished the Draft Plan. Town Manager Clark will send Draft to Utilities Commission, and would like to get it approved by them and presented to Town Council by February. Town Manager Clark thanked the Subcommittee for their work on the Draft Plan.

Monarch Butterfly Pledge - Commission discussed some of the Action Items that could be accomplished by next quarter. Secretary Vesely will purchase milkweed seeds to be handed out to patrons at the Farmer’s Market and later at Green Fest. Secretary Vesely will submit the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge Quarterly Report to the NWF.

NEW BUSINESS
BEC Draft Annual Report – Chairman Brady presented the Draft Annual Environmental Commission Report. Motion by Vice-Chairman James and seconded by Member Dowell to accept Report with changes discussed. Motion Approved. 

P.L.A.N.T. award – Town Manager Clark stated the PLANT award application is due again. Secretary Vesely made motion for Town Manager Clark apply for PLANT award. Vice Chairperson James seconded. Motion Approved. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Waste Reduction – Vice Chairperson James stated the crux of our mission is to reduce waste. Much could be composted. This year’s BEC table at Green Fest will really push composting. Make a professional poster to show benefits of composting. Thirty compost bins have been sold through the town. How much has that saved the town in landfill costs? Guest Myers told Commission that Frostburg Grows has this kind of information. He'll look into it.

▪ Trees – Committee met in December. Arbor Day/stream clean-up will be on April 23 in Shafer Park. Jeff Davidson will do another educational presentation at the Library. Town is still waiting to hear back from Tree City USA for recertification. Becky Wilson of  DNR will be holding a class on roadside tree care.

▪ Public Education/Outreach – No report.

▪ Green Team – Recertification is due in June. We can update what we've submitted, and add anything new. Town Council Liaison Schmidt and Secretary Vesely will help Town Manager Clark with the update. 
  
​TOWN UPDATES
Council Member Schmidt gave a Town Council update from last Town Council meeting. She asked Secretary Vesely to make sure the “scaled-down” version of the Recycling Flyer is posted on the Town website.
Town Manager Clark stated MDE has increased regulations with regards to town stormwater permits. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Secretary Vesely thanked Town Manager Clark for the updated BEC Mailing List.
Secretary Vesely stated the new Park Trail is awesome! 

​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 PM
​ 
​
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2016 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*

