Draft
Town of Boonsboro
	21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713	
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, August 14, 2018

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Leah Grasso, Scott McIllwee; Town Council Liaison Ray Hanson
		
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner


PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  After review and unanimous committee vote, Chairperson Vesely declared the July 10, 2018 minutes approved.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Community Solar:  The entire Community  Solar project is being tabled for the time being. Permitting took much longer than anticipated which did not leave sufficient time for Community Solar to collect the 300 subscriptions required by the state.
Plastic Straw Challenge:  Topic discussion postponed until next meeting.  Chairperson Vesely plans to meet with Scott McIllwee and Barb Wetzel in the interim.  As an aside, it is noted that both Disney Land and Starbucks have banned plastic straws.  Council Liaison Ray Hanson suggested that Plastic Straw education might be a good Eagle Scout project.  Vice Chair Schnackenberg reported on alternatives to plastic straws.  

NEW BUSINESS:     
Grant Opportunities:  Chairperson Vesely shared information on the 2019 Outreach and Restoration Grant Program through the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  Amy Jones will see if the grant application is something that we are equipped to handle.  Application deadline is September 13, 2018.  
Community Garden:  We have concerns about getting a water source to the area where the BEC would like to locate the community garden (lot near the senior housing and school campus).   There was discussion about locating the garden in the park and watering it from the stream, however we have concerns about the security of the garden if we locate it in a remote area.  The Community Garden project will need to be discussed further with Town Planner Ethan Strickler.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Farmer’s Market – Installed three new vertical banners (one of the bases has already been stolen).  Also have new step-in signs which have been scattered around town.  Motion was made and passed by unanimous vote to purchase Farmers Market signs for local businesses to display.  This will cost  approximately $75 (which includes the design work by Dan Murphy). Tentative upcoming Farmers Market Specials: Bring-Your-Dog-to-the-Market night, Back-to-School night, Meet-the-Mayor-and-Council night, and Senior night.  There will be no Farmers Market on September 11th.  Motion was made and passed by unanimous vote to allocate up to $100 for the purchase of “giveaway items” for special event nights.
Waste Reduction – Chairperson Vesely needs to meet with Scott McIllwee.

Trees – no update 
  
Public Education/Outreach – Inviting Town Planner Ethan Strickler to meet with BEC during next meeting.  Vice Chair Schnackenberg asked Council Liaison Hanson for a contact at Department of Natural Resources Police, as she had difficulty finding contact information on line.

There was a Letter to the Editor in the Herald Mail on August 7, 2018 concerning bears in neighborhoods.

Vice Chair Schnackenberg is not giving up on the tour and a speaker from Apple Valley Waste.  Mayor Long would like the Town Council to attend the tour as well if we can get it set up.
  
Green Team – Chairperson Vesely received an email from Sustainable Maryland announcing that Glen Echo, MD is now a Sustainable Maryland community.  They have some great initiatives planned.

Monarch Butterfly – Chairperson Vesely connected with Eagle Scout candidate Lucas Stouffer, who reported that he hoped to finish up the monarch butterfly waystation by August 14th.   

​TOWN UPDATES

Council Liaison Hanson reported that the Town Council approved a new traffic plan which will include a left turn lane in front of Dan’s Restaurant, a left turn lane from Main Street onto Rt. 66, and the removal of some parking spots on Main Street by the Trolley Museum to improve visibility.  

Updates to town staffing include the resignation of Town Manager, retirement of the Police Chief, and resignation of a police officer.

There is a Staff Appreciation lunch planned for August 17th.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

Chairperson Vesely asked that everyone please sign appreciation cards for Town Manager Krista Davis and retiring Police Chief Stanford. 

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, October 9, 2018 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting (7:00 p.m.)*  NO SEPTEMBER MEETING.

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

