Draft
Town of Boonsboro
	21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713	
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, February 13, 2018

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Scott McIllwee, Leah Grasso, Amy Jones
		
ABSENT: 	Town Manager Megan Clark; Town Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt, Jessica Renner, Anthony Dowell


PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairperson Vesely declared the January 9, 2018 meeting Minutes approved with corrections. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Apple Valley Waste:  Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg has not yet received a reply to her email or phone call. Will try one more time!  

NEW BUSINESS:   
Urban and Community Forest Grant:  There is a $2000 grant available toward the purchase of trees with the possibility of matching funds by DNR. As deadlines are approaching, Scott McIllwee will complete the application.  In addition, BEC previously approved $3500 for trees. BEC to follow up with Town Manager Megan Clark and Park Board member Rich Hawkins with some questions as well as for suggestions for where new trees might be needed. 

BEC also discussed the feasibility of a Nature Park with natural elements such as stumps and rocks for climbing.  Leah Grasso to research further for discussion at March 13 BEC meeting.

2018 Annual Budget:  BEC has $10,000 allocated in FY18 Town Budget.  After reviewing past years' expenses and in consideration of current and anticipated needs, the BEC voted to voluntarily reduce the budget by $1000 from Special Projects and $100 from Miscellaneous Expense. 

2017 Annual Report:  Reviewed BEC Annual Report. BEC voted to accept annual report with noted changes.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Farmer’s Market – Farmer’s Market vendor meeting will be held February 22, 2018.  Discussion related to possible alternative locations for Farmers Market with solid surface for accessibility purposes.  Job posting for Manager has been posted at Shepherd and at Hood College.  The Farmers Market also needs marketing and/or advertising. 

▪ Waste Reduction – In consideration of glass no longer being allowed in the recycling with the new trash removal contract, BEC may create a small pamphlet with suggestions on how to decrease glass usage. 
▪ Trees – Meeting Wednesday, February 21st.  
  
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg still trying to get Apple Valley Waste tour scheduled.  Jim Cummins will be presenting: When Trees Were Old: Humans and Environmental Change in the Potomac Watershed on April10th at the Community Center.  The Audubon Society is already publicizing this, and will be doing public service announcements in the newspaper.  We hear this is an excellent presentation.  

▪ Green Team – No report.

▪ Monarch Butterfly – no report

​TOWN UPDATES
No report

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

In light of first-hand sightings of town residents disposing leaves, grass clippings, and yard debris in the storm drains, BEC will ask Town Manager Clark to include a reminder in the town newsletter that this is not allowed.  

Stream clean up/Arbor Day/Earth Day is Sunday April 22nd  from 1-4 at the park.

Park Board had presentation for potential electric vehicle charging station at the park.  BEC is considering inviting the speaker to give his presentation at a future BEC meeting as well.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, March 13, 2018  – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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