Draft
Town of Boonsboro
	21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713	
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, March 13, 2018

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Anthony Dowell, Amy Jones, Town Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt
		
ABSENT: 	Jessica Renner, Scott McIllwee, Leah Grasso


PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the meeting to order at 6:08 PM.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES: After review and unanimous committee vote, Chairperson Vesely declared the February 13, 2017 meeting Minutes approved with corrections.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Apple Valley Waste:  Having received no reply to repeated outreaches, the suggestion was made that Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg contact Steve Blickenstaff at Apple Valley Waste for assistance with scheduling a tour of their single stream recycling facility.  

NEW BUSINESS:   
Urban and Community Forest Grant (UCF):  The UCF will match 100% up to $2000 for the purchase of trees.  Invoices for the first half of the year are due June 25, 2018.  The BEC previously approved budgeted funds to be spent on trees.  Suggested planting areas include the new tot lot near the police station (in coordination with the police department so as not to impede any views of the park), near the senior housing by the school complex, at Shafer Park to replace trees that have died.  There may also be a need to add additional trees and plantings in two years or so once the walking path connecting both sides of Shafer Park are complete.    

Chairperson Vesely visited “Constitution Gardens” in Gaithersburg which is a “Natural Park” featuring natural hardscapes such as tree stumps and limbs for climbing and playing, in addition to nature trails and a butterfly garden. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Farmer’s Market – Farmer’s Market vendor meeting was held February 22, 2018 and was well attended by both new and returning vendors.  Three vendor applications have been received to date.  The Farmers Market flyer is ready for distribution in the Q2 water bill.  

Chairperson Vesely attended the Farmers Market Annual Conference in Annapolis and came away with some excellent information to share with the Farmers Market committee.  
  
[bookmark: _GoBack]▪ Waste Reduction – Town Council Liaison Schmidt  shared that it was discussed at the most recent town council meeting that the BEC should come up with a flyer with suggestions on how to reduce glass usage in light of glass no longer being allowed for recycling as of July 1, 2018.  This is already in the planning stages with BEC for distribution in the Q3 water bill.  

Schmidt also shared a flyer listing suggestions for how to reduce plastic consumption. BEC is investigating the possibility of posting the list on the town website.  

▪ Trees – Meeting was held February 21st.  The committee discussed the DNR grant, and the upcoming DNR Roadside Tree Care class that will be held at Town Hall in May.  
  
▪ Public Education/Outreach – A reminder that Jim Cummins will be presenting: When Trees Were Old: Humans and Environmental Change in the Potomac Watershed on April10th at 7:00 pm  in the Community Center.  We hear this is an excellent presentation, and encourage everyone to attend!  

▪ Green Team – No report.

▪ Monarch Butterfly – no report

​TOWN UPDATES

Town Liaison Schmidt reported that there will be a budget meeting on March 14th, and the town is appreciative of the BEC’s voluntary proposed reductions to their budget.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

Stream clean up/Arbor Day/Earth Day is Sunday April 22nd  from 1-4 at Shafer Park.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 6:56PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, April 10, 2018  – Boonsboro Community Center  for the presentation by Jim Cummins (7:00 p.m.)*

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

