DRAFT
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, September 10, 2025

PRESENT: Commission Members: Spice Cromie, Amy Jones, Jenn Sherwood, Janeen Solberg, Kathy Vesely

ABSENT: Chris Hammer-Atkins, Laura Schnackenberg, Barbara Wetzel
Guests: Josh Sheets — Appalachian Trail RidgeRunner

Guest Speaker: N/A

PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 6:58 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The August minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved with corrections.

OLD BUSINESS
e BEC updates to Town website:

o BEC Chairperson Solberg met with Town Office Manager Kim Miller to update several areas of the town
website that pertain to BEC and its’ affiliated committees.

o Commission member Vesely will contact Kim about updates to the Farmers Market section.

o Commission members Wetzel and Vesely are working to update the Sustainable Maryland Certified
(SMC) section and will work with Kim to update other areas of the town website related to SMC.

o Updated biographies are needed for members of the Green Team.

o Reminder: if anyone notices anything on the town website BEC-related that needs to be updated or
corrected, please let Chairperson Solberg know.

NEW BUSINESS
e Bay-Wise certification for Maryland residents:

o Maryland residents can have their yards Bay-wise certified by meeting certain criteria. The link to the
program is: http://extension.umd.edu/programs/environment-natural-resources/program-areas/bay-
wise-program/

o Residents must complete an application on the Bay-Wise website to determine if their yard qualifies.
There is also a site visit requirement.

o Commission member Vesely wondered if this could be part of the Innovative Demonstrative Project
(IDP) for credit for SMC?

o Vesely also commented that the National Wildlife Federation has a certification called NFW Certified
Wildlife Habitat for which she has become certified.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by)

ENERGY: (Spice Cromie)

e Despite numerous outreaches, commission member Cromie has not heard back from Charge Point since receiving
their initial report.

e However, during the recent food truck festival and Boonesborough Days Cromie noted that the charging stations
at the park were in use each time she checked (three times during food truck festival and four times during
Boonesborough Days).

e Commission member Vesely requested the charger specifications for SMC purposes.


http://extension.umd.edu/programs/environment-natural-resources/program-areas/bay-wise-program/
http://extension.umd.edu/programs/environment-natural-resources/program-areas/bay-wise-program/

SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg)

e Chairperson Solberg has asked commission member Wetzel to research the cost of a smaller scale glass crushing
unit and/or a used unit due to limited funding. Currently there is $25K in grant money which is about one quarter
of what’s needed for the larger machine. We haven’t been able to find other grants for the remaining three-
fourths.

e |If a glass crushing machine is acquired it could be included in next year’s SMC application.

e Low Waste Living - 22 people attended the 7™ Low Waste Living workshop held on August 20™. The topic was
food preservation and waste reduction. The next Low Waste Workshop will be held on November 19™ at 5:30 at
the Boonsboro library. The discussion topic will be low waste options for health and wellness and the swap table
theme will be health and fitness.

e Bulk Clean Up - Fall Bulk Clean Up is scheduled for Saturday, October 11™ from 8-12 at the park. BEC members
are encouraged to volunteer. We are looking for a new business/organization to replace ReStore. Chairperson
Solberg spoke with Overwatch but they don’t have the manpower to commit to the event. Solberg also plans to
reach out to Brooke’s House. Commission member Cromie might have a contact at Brooke’s House. If no
replacement vendor can be found we will amplify the “Free” section and post items on Boonsboro’s Buy Nothing
Facebook page.

® Please also consider volunteering for next years’ Green Fest Swap and Recycling event which is scheduled for May
9, 2026.

BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)
e No update

PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel)
e Russell Bright from Apple Valley Recycling will speak about Recycling before the October regular BEC meeting.
Chairperson Solberg will invite the Town Council and Town Manager to attend.

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMS) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely)

e The Green Team held a very productive meeting on September 10™. Commission member Vesely noted that Mike
Hunninghake of SMC distributes a monthly newsletter which include all kinds of grant opportunities. Vesely will
forward the newsletters to Chairperson Solberg. Green Team Town Council liaison Tony Nally will be tracking
down a host of town-related information needed for the SMC application submission. The application is due June
30, 2026 for an October 2026 award.

COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins)
e Garden Manager Emma has been great about communicating with all of the gardeners. A new gardener was
added as a result of commission member Wetzel’s suggestion to garden for area food banks.
e Chairperson Solberg will be meeting with Emma on September 11 to discuss year end closing activities and plans
for establishing a food forest.

MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood)
e Commission member Sherwood noted that she weeded the garden and also distributed some butterfly weed and
milkweed seeds. Some of the other plants in the garden are also starting to seed.
e Sherwood would also like to see if one of the large, painted butterflies commonly seen around Hagerstown and
throughout Washington County could be installed at the butterfly garden. The BEC discussed funding the
installation from our budget for if needed.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie)
e Josh Sheets, one of our Maryland RidgeRunners, joined us to provide an Appalachian Trail season recap for
Maryland. More details are provided below.

FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely)
e Commission member Vesely reported that the Farmers Market is having its’ best year ever!




e October 7™ is “Bring Your Dog to the Market” day. Dog biscuits will be handed out and there is the possibility of
a dog parade.

e The Frequent Buyer raffle will be held on October 14" so that winners can redeem any gift certificates on the
market’s last day, October 21°,

NOMINATING: (Amy Jones)
e Commission member Cromie would like to continue serving on the BEC so her term will be renewed for an
additional four years. BEC liaison Hollingshead will report this at the next Town Council meeting

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel)
e Noreport

TOWN UPDATE: (Teri Hollingshead)
e McDonald’s submitted a site plan to build near Weis. Dunkin’ Donuts is still looking to build at the Easterday
property.
® A Girl Scout built an agility ramp at the dog park. Another hopes to build a game table in the park.
e The 9-11 Remembrance Parade will be held at 6:00 pm on September 11%.
e Street sweeping will probably not resume until the spring.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:
e Commission member Cromie advised that the Outdoor Expo scheduled for October has been pushed until spring
due to some scheduling conflicts.
e Chairperson Solberg and commission members Wetzel, Schnackenberg, and Vesely met with some residents of
Shepherdstown to discuss what our respective towns are doing to promote sustainability as well as potential
collaborations. The meeting was held at Shepherd Village which is an intentional shared community.

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones

*Next meeting: Wednesday, October 8, 2025, at 7:00 at Town Annex.

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to
change at the discretion of the Chairman.

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382
(TDD)".
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Appalachian Trail Maryland RidgeRunner Season Recap

e The RidgeRunners had a strong season with only one person unable to fulfill their contract.

e The Maryland RidgeRunners spent about 30% of their time caretaking and were able to spend more time patrolling
the trail.

e The Annapolis Rock section is the busiest in the MidAtlantic largely due to its large parking lot, relatively easy hike,
and good camping.

e Overall, the trail is in great shape. The district manager and volunteers on this section are great.

e Thru hiker traffic peaked in June. Day hikers peaked in May.

e Qvernight use at Annapolis Rock is pretty modest.

e Some incidence of homeless folks living on the trail.

e Unattended “trail magic” is a continual issue.

e There are lots of dogs on the trail with about 85% leash compliant.

e The Maryland RidgeRunners recorded the following statistics (does not include Annapolis Rock):

O

O O O O O O

O

Josh and Dillon logged 674 miles of patrolling (over the 39.5-mile stretch of the AT in Maryland)
338 thru hikers

603 backpackers

1566 day hikers

51 trail runners

111 blowdowns

206.4 gallons of trash collected

Scattered about 10 illegal campfires (outside of the designated camping sites)

e Annapolis Rock statistics are as follows:

o
o
o
o

6200 day hikers

410 backpackers

84 thru hikers

83 gallons of trash collected

Overall, it was a calm season on the AT in Maryland.



