Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, November 12, 2019

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Alison Preston, Barb Wetzel, Leah Grasso, Scott McIlwee, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	 Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner

Our thanks to guest speaker Phil Westcott of Key City Compost for his presentation:  Everything You Wanted
to Know About Composting. 

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 8:17 PM.  


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The October minutes were unanimously approved with corrections as discussed.  

OLD BUSINESS

· Strategic Plan: The Strategic Plan was reviewed and is ready to be submitted to the Town Manager after one minor correction is made. The BEC anticipates that the Strategic Plan will be reviewed and updated on an annual basis.  

· Sustainable Maryland Certified Leadership Workshop: Chairperson Vesely attended the SMC Leadership Workshop on November 12th.  There was excellent discussion about energy savings in your municipality.  We’ll discuss this in greater detail during the December meeting.

· Councilmember Wetzel’s neighbor has a large (10-12’) tree that he’s willing to donate to the town.  This will be discussed at the next tree board meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Keep Maryland Beautiful Grant Opportunity:  “Clean up and Green Up” Councilmember Preston drafted a grant application with the focus on using the funds to plant and maintain the planters behind Town Hall and purchase and install rain barrels.  

Commission member Wetzel suggested adding a walking path through the Historical Park on Main Street possibly connecting to Della Lane.  Councilmember McIlwee commented that substantial storm water management infrastructure would be needed before anything can be developed at this park.    

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commission member Preston suggested that the BEC establish a master calendar for 2020 to better track grant opportunity and certification deadlines.  
	



SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Farmer's Market - No report.

Waste Reduction – No report. 

Trees –   No report, however BEC members who attended Jeff Davidson’s tree care seminar on October 20th reported that it was very informative!  

Public Education/Outreach – The tour of Entsorga was outstanding! Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg is trying to schedule a representative from Entsorga to do a presentation for the BEC speaker series.  Also, if anyone is interested in an evening tour of Apple Valley Waste, please let Chairperson Vesely know.  

Green Team/Monarch Butterfly – Chairperson Vesely and the Master Gardener Brenda Hollar weeded the butterfly waystation at Pleasant Valley Community Park in preparation for fall.  Some of the plantings need to be thinned out. 

TOWN UPDATE:

Town Council Liaison Hollingshead reported that there will be a public hearing on 11/25 to discuss street parking near Mt. Nebo UMC as well as near Cronise and Mountainside Gardens.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

Councilmember Wetzel noticed that there are very few street trees along Alt 40 coming into Boonsboro from Funkstown.  Would the tree board be able to recommend trees that would be appropriate for more urban areas (i.e.: Trees with roots that wouldn’t buckle the sidewalks).  Additionally, sidewalks on Alt 40 in the vicinity of the Legion/Weis/ACT would be nice.  The BEC may want to search for grant money available to make the town prettier and safer. 

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 PM.


Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, December 10, 2019 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

