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Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2015

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore, Rebecca Wildberger
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager

ABSENT:	Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Brady declared the meeting minutes of the December 10, 2014 Regular Meeting approved with corrections.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Annual Report – Council Liaison Schmidt said the Annual Report was well received by the Mayor and Council. She also said we should be commended for having our second anniversary. Motion by Vice Chairperson James, seconded by Secretary Vesely, to approve the Annual Report. Motion approved.

Business Recycling Survey – Vice Chairperson James presented the final draft of the letter and survey. She stated Councilwoman Wetzel will have the list of businesses and churches completed by Friday (1/16). Very soon after that we should be able to send it out. Member Dowell said Google Forms will work better, be more professional and will collate final survey results better than Survey Monkey. He will prepare the survey on Google Forms, which will be linked to the town website. We would like a response by businesses and churches by February 14. The Commission discussed the next steps after receiving the survey and working with the haulers to provide recycling services for businesses. Motion to accept the survey by Member Schnackenberg, seconded by Member Whitmore. Motion approved. 

PLANT Community Application – Member McIlwee talked to Jeff Davidson of the Park Board, who was eager to work with the BEC. Town Manager Clark will put the application together. She stated after all the BEC has accomplished, she recommends applying for Gold and DNR could determine what is the appropriate level. Member McIlwee said we should also work on the Tree City USA application. He stated it will be easier to get grant money later if we get both PLANT Community and Tree City USA status. Council Liaison Schmidt said we should publicize our awards on the town website, and anywhere else we deem appropriate.



NEW BUSINESS
 Welcome New Member – Chairman Brady welcomed new member Rebecca Wildberger to the Board. 

Residential Trash Contract – Town Manager Clark has been working on the new RFP. Current contract ends June 30. She will approach Town Council with 1/wk trash & 1/wk recycling, but would also like to add a Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) option. She stated it would be a good thing to at least CONSIDER this option. She met again with Kristin Brown of Waste Zero (the PAYT coordinator). She suggested having a stakeholder meeting/committee to look at costs. Then we would have a feel for what to charge. This committee should have at least two members from EACH commission. If town goes to PAYT, it can cut trash costs by 50%. The citizenry needs to be educated as to how much trash actually costs to put in landfill (since the town subsidizes much of the cost). VC James said composting should also be seriously considered. Motion by Chairman Brady to move forward with presenting the trash/recycling options to the town council and forming a stakeholder committee. Seconded by Secretary Vesely. Motion approved.    

DISCUSSION
Community Garden Development – Member Schnackenberg presented the commission with a Community Garden book from the Library. Town Manager Clark and Town Engineer Hopkins thought it might be good idea to scale out the garden plots, and do it in phases. A plan is needed from the start. Secretary Vesely will contact FFA advisor to see if any of those kids might want to help and also stated Sally Poole, SSL Coordinator at BHS, will put the word out. Member Dowell, Council Liaison Schmidt and Member Whitmore agreed to form the committee to come up with a framework/structure for the garden. VC James will try to get an organic gardener speaker for early Spring. Committee will have a draft plan ready for February meeting. 
                        
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Member Schnackenberg asked if Apple Valley's new recycling center is up and running. Town Manager Clark said yes, it is. She will look into it for a tour.

Member Wildberger asked if rain barrels are going to be offered to town residents. Council Liaison Schmidt said yes, artists will be painting and auctioning them for Green Fest. Rain barrels would be a good idea at the Community Garden, too. 

Trees – Member McIlwee asked if we should form a committee for Tree City USA. We should invite the Park Board to the February BEC meeting since our guest speaker will be talking about trees. Member McIlwee stated Jeff Davidson (Park Board) would like to head up a committee. Council Liaison Schmidt suggested we have an award for "Most Beautiful Tree in Boonsboro." Member Schnackenberg suggested instead maybe have award for "Favorite Tree." She will ask at the next Park Board meeting if there might be any interest in a committee. Next month, we can see if anyone on BEC might want to be on the committee. 

Public Education/Outreach – Council Liaison Schmidt stated the Green Fest Committee could share and set up an event on facebook for the next speaker in February. 

Green Team – Council Liaison Schmidt stated Year 1 and Year 2 should be combined to keep the 3-year plan going. Year 2 is a blueprint for setting our agendas. Town Manager Clark stated the Sustainable Maryland Certified newsletter is very interesting and suggested commission members subscribe to it. 
 
TOWN UPDATES
Town Council – Council Liaison Schmidt stated an RFP has gone out for a feasibility study on the new aquatic/community center. If anyone is interested, they are welcome to join Friends of Shafer Park, the fundraising arm for the new aquatic center. She stated a survey is going out in February to all South Washington County residents to see what interest there might be in the center. Several groups have already shown interest (swimmers, nursing homes). A general community center might generate interest as well from these groups: wrestling, basketball, birthday parties, etc. Vice Chairperson James suggested perhaps it might be used as a senior meeting space. Member Schnackenberg suggested perhaps swimming competitions could be held at the pool. 

One additional police officer has been hired.

Town Council has agreed to work with Thompson Gas on full disclosure and  competitive rates in an addendum in their Franchise Agreement for community propane distribution systems within developments, including Sycamore Run.

Town Manager Clark will be asking for bids for an impervious parking lot at Shafer Park. Town Engineer Hopkins has a new intern working on the sewer video plan and stormwater plan off of Potomac St.

Town Manager Clark is working on grants to replace the old, outdated water meters around town. The meters need to be updated to comply with the Conservation Plan and Water Audit. BEC and Utilities Commission should work together.

Town Engineer Hopkins is currently working on the Safe Route to School plan. He feels the Walkability study should be combined with it. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member McIlwee stated he has been working on the town beautification project. He contacted several local contractors/landscaping firms and so far three seem interested. He will put together a formal letter by the February meeting. He will find out exactly which areas need landscaping. The Commission discussed the details of the beautification projects. 

It was suggested we invite the Public Safety commission to BEC meeting in March to discuss crosswalks and public education. 

Member Schnackenberg is going to organize another Stream Cleanup of the BEC and the Park Board. Currently it is planned for Sunday, April 19 in the afternoon. This needs to be advertised to spread the word. Secretary Vesely will contact Sally Poole to advertise on the SSL table at BHS.

Secretary Vesely read her email correspondence from Waynesboro on their new flashing crosswalks. 

Council Liaison Schmidt mentioned Green Fest is May 9 and we will have a BEC table. 
 
ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary

 
                        
 
 
 Next Meeting: TUESDAY, February 10, 2015 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
 

