DRAFT
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, August 13, 2025

PRESENT: Commission Members: Chris Hommer Atkins, Amy Jones, Jenn Sherwood, Laura Schnackenberg, Janeen
Solberg, Kathy Vesely, Barbara Wetzel, Julie Weissenberger, Ray Hanson

ABSENT: Spice Cromie

Guests: N/A

Guest Speaker: N/A

PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The July minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved with corrections.

OLD BUSINESS
e New BEC Roster reviewed.

NEW BUSINESS
e BEC content on town website reviewed prior to meeting and the following updates were suggested: (Amy Jones
and Julie Weissenberger)

o Community Garden - Update Garden Manager status.
o Farmers Market — Remove past deadline for vendor applications.
o Add directions for purchasing a compost bin.
o Swap & Recycling — Update with 2026 date.

e The town has 9 compost bins to sell — ideas suggested for increasing interest:
o Offer at Farmer’s Market and Green Fest.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by)

ENERGY: (Spice Cromie)
e No updates.

SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg)
e The 7" Low Waste Living Workshop to be held on August 20 @ 5:30pm at the Boonsboro Library.
o The theme is low waste food systems and preservation techniques.
o Swap table theme — kitchen and organization items.
e The 8" Low Waste Living Workshop will be November 19%. Topic TBD.
e The Bulk Clean-Up and Recycling event to be held on Oct 11* 8am-12pm.
o At the last several Bulk Clean-Up and Recycling events and Green Fest, ReStore has had staff shortages
and has been unable to fulfill their commitment.
Potential alternatives discussed:
= Salvation Army
*  The Overwatch Thrift Store

BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)
e No updates.




PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel)
e Russell Bright from Apple Valley Recycling to speak on Recycling at the October meeting.

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMS) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely)
e Next meeting Sept 10" @ 5:30 in the Town Hall Annex.

COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins)
e BEC Members and Garden Manager met August 9th to work on garden.
o Mulching of raised bed area complete.
o Leftover mulch will be used for fruit trees and offered to gardeners.
e First-aid kit added to shed.
e Community Garden needs pitchforks and a standard wheelbarrow.

MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood)
e Had a BEC work day with weeding and planting donated plants.
e Seeing more bees and butterflies.
e Seed pods can be spread in the fall for natural cold stratification.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie)
e RidgeRunners term will end soon.
o Dillion finishes at the end of August
o Josh has one more week.
e The caretakers’ camp at Annapolis Rock will be closed by mid-September.
e Bubbles (groups of hikers) through our section are finished both north and southbound.
e The trail is currently maintained and shows no signs of needing attention.

FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely)
e Two days have been canceled for extreme heat — with positive feedback.
For Buy Local week some vendors offered specials.
For National Farmers Market week, kids were given scavenger hunt with tattoo stickers as prizes.
Mini-Recycling event extended through the end of August.
Bring Your Dog to the Market day will be held in October.
Last day of the Farmers Market is October 21°.

NOMINATING: (Amy Jones)
® Spice Cromie’s term to end in November.
e Nominating committee to follow up on the renewal of her term.

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel)
e Barb to participate in Zoom meeting with the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) to learn about types of
grants and the application process.

o MEA has received a one-time budget increase from $2 million to $64 million to support local governments
as they engage in sustainable, long-term clean energy and energy efficient projects that lead to reduced
energy usage and greenhouse gas emissions, increased cost savings, and robust clean energy and
economic development.

TOWN UPDATE: (Ray Hanson)

Ribbon cutting for Our Country Market to be held on August 27™" @ 10:15am.

There will be upgraded police camera systems throughout the town, including tag readers.

New Jeep Gladiator was purchased by police department.

Bypass from Weis to 66 for school can only be worked on doing the summer when school is not in session. 2025
window was missed.




e The Graystone Project is a proposal for the development of 1900 new houses. The potential developer is holding
talks at the American Legion. Citizen response has been highly negative. The town has had no discussions with the
developer at this time.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:
e Janeen Solberg — Rachel Souders, the town manager, met with a Shepherdstown Town Councilmember and staff
to discuss the Boonsboro compost program and other green initiatives. There may be future collaboration.
e BEC members attended the Fox Haven Open House in Jefferson and learned about their initiatives.

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Julie Weissenberger

*Next meeting: Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at 7:00 at Town Annex.

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to
change at the discretion of the Chairman.
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