Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, December 10, 2019

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Alison Preston, Barb Wetzel, Leah Grasso, Scott McIlwee, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	 Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

A motion was made and seconded to amend the agenda to add “Master Grant Calendar” and “Community Garden” for discussion under Old Business, and review changes and assignments to BEC committee rosters under “Subcommittees”.  

.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The November minutes were unanimously approved as written.  


OLD BUSINESS

· Strategic Plan: The BEC will need to revisit our Strategic Plan in January 2020 and assign some target dates (i.e.: for timelines and budget estimates) to each of our projects.  

· Sustainable Maryland Certified Leadership Workshop: Chairperson Vesely attended the SMC Leadership Workshop on November 12th.  The focus of the meeting was energy efficiency, and what municipalities can do to become more energy efficient.  Overall it was a good and interesting meeting.  

· Keep Maryland Beautiful (KMB) Grant Opportunity:  Thanks to BEC member Preston for spearheading the application.  Decisions should be communicated on or about March 20, 2020  

· Master Grant Calendar:  Chairperson Vesely and BEC member Preston will meet after Christmas to start creating the Master Grant Calendar. 

· Community Garden:  Chairperson Vesely outreached to the town of Walkersville, MD for information about how they established and manage their community garden.  Their water lines were established years ago, and they do not charge for water.  Customers supply their own hoses.  The town tills the garden plots in the spring and in the fall.  There are 24 smaller plots and two large plots.  The town charges $25 for the smaller plots and $40 for the larger.  There is a waiting list for a garden plot.

   
NEW BUSINESS:  

Town Planner Ethan Strickler shared information on the Department of Housing and Community Development’s “Sustainable Communities Program”.  Communities designated as Sustainable Communities have additional opportunities for funding and grants.  There are three opportunities per year to submit an application to become a Sustainable Community.  Considerable stakeholder involvement across many town commissions would be required.  BEC member Wetzel suggested that an advisory group consisting of a representative from each town commission be created to research and initiate the application process.  
	

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Farmer's Market – The Farmer’s Market committee needs to schedule a meeting, but it might not be until after Christmas.  The pop up market went well.  They’re planning another pop up for 12/23. 

Waste Reduction – No report. 

Trees –   No report.

Public Education/Outreach – BEC member Wetzel suggested that we outreach to Jim King, the Facilities Manager at Shepherd University, as a possible speaker.  Mr. King received a grant from West Virginia for a glass crusher which crushes glass down to sand.  Barb will coordinate a date for Mr. King to speak, probably March 2020 or later.  

Green Team/Monarch Butterfly – No report.

Subcommittee Rosters:  We would like for each BEC member to be on at least two subcommittees. Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg suggested that we rename the “Strategic Plan” committee “Strategic Planning and Grants”.  The commission also decided to add a new subcommittee, “Community Green Spaces”.  BEC members Grasso and Wetzel will be on the CGS subcommittee.  

TOWN UPDATE:

Town Council Liaison Hollingshead commented that we should consider a “refresher” article in the town newsletter reminding residents what can and cannot be put in yard debris bags that the town collects.    

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

BEC member Preston shared that Middletown United Methodist Church is hosting a recycling event, “What can I recycle?” on January 11, 2020 if anyone is interested in attending (please RSVP to:  recycle@frederickcountymd.gov).  You can bring questions and recycling examples.  Is this type of event something we would like to consider hosting?

Chairperson Vesely reported that the BEC treated the town maintenance workers to lunch and they were very appreciative!

BEC member Wetzel commented that Boonsboro might consider compost and glass “resource recovery stations” to encourage composting and to keep glass out of the landfill.  Also, the state may pass a bill banning balloon releases as they are bad for the environment.  


​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM.


Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, January 14, 2020 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

