Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2016

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Vice Chairman Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Scott McIllwee, Laura Schnackenberg 
		Town Manager Megan Clark, Mayor and Council Liaison Brigitte Schmidt

ABSENT:	Chairman Bill Brady, Anthony Dowell, Leah Grasso, Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: Vice Chairman Rosemary James called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

GUEST:	Frances Lynch talked about the American Conservation Film Festival, Shepherdstown, WV, October 21-23, 28-30, 2016.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Declared September 13, 2016 meeting Minutes approved as read.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Farmer’s Market (FM) – Discussion tabled as Member Renner absent. Will wrap up discussion at next meeting. Last Farmer’s Market for the year will be October 25.

NEW BUSINESS
SMC Leadership Training – November 17, 2016, Hagerstown. Secretary Vesely expressed an interest in attending.

Water Conservation Plan - At this time, we have enough water to support town's growth. The town residents have been educated regarding the new two-tier water rates (BMUC sent out the “Water—Make Every Drop Count” flyer when new rates went into effect). Town Manager Clark suggested establishing a joint committee with Public Utilities Commission and the BEC to update this plan. Perhaps a committee of 5 people (two from each commission plus a staff  member). Update needs to be completed by spring 2017 to qualify for SMC. Secretary Vesely showed an interest. The Town does an in house audit. Progress has been substantial: leak detection equipment has been purchased and training given to town staff. 

Recommendation to the Mayor and Council – Member Reappointments –Vice Chairman James’ and Member Schnackenberg’s terms expire November, 2016. Member Grasso is filling Member Wildberger’s slot (expires: 11/2017). 
Vice Chairman James and Member Schnackenberg both agreed to reappointments. Vice Chairman James - 3 yr; Member Schnackenberg - 4-yr. Secretary Vesely motioned approval, Member McIllwee seconded. Motion approved. 


SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction: No report. Waste Reduction flyer well received.

Trees: Member McIllwee stated 15 trees were donated by DNR to town to replace diseased trees. Member McIllwee passed out drawing of where tree replacements will be planted. Volunteers will be needed to help plant within the next month. Tree Board is still working on tree identification in park. Tree ordinance and town beautification plans are still needed. It has been hard to get contractors to commit. Town Manager Clark suggested a 3-yr commitment from contractors. Firm locations for plots needed, then presented to town council for final approval. Town Manager Clark and Member McIllwee will brainstorm locations this month by email. 

Public Education/Outreach: Vice Chairman James is still working on showing movies. Secretary Vesely will watch “Food for Change” and present synopsis next month.

Green Team: No report.

TOWN UPDATES – Town Manager Clark stated the town trail progressing and should be finished by November.  She suggested tying in a ribbon cutting ceremony at trail the same time as tree planting day. October 22 will be bulk trash day at the park. Town Manager Clark stated the first full month of solar was March, 2016, but there needs to be a full year of data to see how it compares to previous electrical usage to be accurate. Hopefully, more facilities can be added to the solar account. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member Schnackenberg stated she planted a mini monarch waystation at her home. 

ADJOURN - 7:53 PM.

NEXT MEETING: November 8, 2016 - ELECTION DAY (an alternate day for BEC meeting TBD).
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