Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, June 9, 2020

PRESENT:	Via Zoom meeting:  Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Alison Preston, Leah Grasso, Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Barbara Wetzel, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
[bookmark: _GoBack]ABSENT: 	Scott McIlwee, Anthony Dowell

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 8:03 PM.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The June minutes were unanimously approved as written. 


NEW BUSINESS:

BEC member candidate Jennifer Clements joined the Zoom meeting at 8:31 pm for an interview.  The BEC recommends that we present Jennifer’s application at the August 10th Mayor and Council meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS:  
Sustainable Maryland Certified:  Despite best efforts by the BEC, we were unable to submit our recertification application by the June 30th first draft deadline.  The application will be submitted in advance of the July 31st final deadline.  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Waste Reduction – no report.

Strategic Plan/Grants – There is an Outreach and Restoration Grant Program available with an application deadline of August 4th.  BEC agrees that we would not be able to research, write, and get approval for a proposal by the deadline, but agree that this is something we should keep in mind for next year.  The Outreach and Restoration Grant Program is intended to fund clean water, improve habitat, and community education type projects.  One suggestion is to work in concert with the Park Board toward filtration for the stream that runs through Shafer Park.
 
Trees –   no report.

Public Education/Outreach – no report.

Green Team/Monarch Butterfly – Chairperson Vesely will create a list of Green Team responsibilities and will prepare a short announcement for the October town newsletter seeking volunteers to assist with Monarch Butterfly Waystation maintenance and upkeep.  Another thought is to reach out to the local scout troop to solicit assistance, since the waystation was initially an Eagle Scout project.  

Farmer's Market – The Farmer’s Market is going great this year!  Patrons and vendors all like the market’s current location in terms of visibility.  Weekly attendance averages 150-155.  The BEC discussed and voted to have a few facemasks available to give to patrons who do not have one.  Face masks are a requirement at the market.    

Community Green Spaces – Commission member Preston attended the most recent Park Board meeting to discuss plantings around the gazebo.  The Park Board is in agreement and will help fund the initiative.  Next steps are to gather plans for the new plantings and budget estimates.  

TOWN UPDATE:  

Town Liaison Hollingshead provided a number of town updates including a request from an Eagle Scout candidate to construct a Gaga Ball pit in the park near the police station.  Also work will soon begin on the trail in the park that runs behind the scout house and connects to the trout pond, and stream bank restoration work is commencing.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

No member comments.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 PM.


Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY August 11, 2020 – Via Zoom Meeting. Regular meeting at 8:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

