Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, July 9, 2019

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Leah Grasso, Scott McIlwee, Alison Preston,  Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 7:34 PM.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   June 11, 2019 minutes were reviewed and approved as read.  

OLD BUSINESS:

BEC unanimously approved $3500 from BEC FY 2020 budget for the town to use at its discretion for  trees and related expenses (i.e.: labor to plant trees, soil, fertilizer).  

BEC recommends that the tree board investigate how best to maintain and control any invasive species in the tree buffer that was planted behind the community center.  

MS4-MCM2 worksheet: Chairperson Vesely is completing the MS4-MCM2 worksheet to report on the Green Fest event.  The committee agreed that vendors who impact or provide education related to storm water management should be included in the report. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Strategic Plan:  July topic:  Gather Ideas on Goals and objectives 
BEC discussed both short term and long term goals and objectives.  Ideally we would like to achieve a minimum of one short term goal (within a year) and two longer term goals (2-3 years).  The BEC short-term goals include increasing education by scheduling four speakers in a year, and supporting a plastic straw challenge.  Longer term goals include enhancing cross walk safety, building a community garden, and installing an EV Charging Station.  
	
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Farmer's Market – The “Buy Local” challenge runs from July 20th- 28th with the challenge being to eat something grown or produced locally each day.  In conjunction with this, Washington County government is running a “selfie” photo contest on their FaceBook page.  Between July 9th and 31st take a picture of yourself with things you bought locally.  Judging is Aug 1st.  Two prizes will be awarded for different age categories.

Attendance at the Farmer’s Market remains steady this year, averaging approximately 100 customers/week.  Normally attendance drops off a bit this time of year, but it appears to be holding firm. The Farmer’s Market committee is considering doing an unofficial exit poll of customers to assess what we’re doing well and what improvements could be made.  

Potential new vendor “Boonsboro Veggies” is still interested in becoming a vendor.  They are in the permitting process.  This vendor would be able to accept SNAP (public assistance).

Waste Reduction – Community member Barbara Wetzel shared an article from the Sierra Club Magazine entitled You Can’t Recycle Garbage.  This excellent article provides food for thought on how the United States could manage its own recycling and make it a profitable business. Given the changing landscape of the recycling industry, the BEC, together with the town, needs to consider how we might want to move forward with waste reduction and recycling initiatives.  

Trees –   No report. 

Public Education/Outreach – Laura Schnackenberg contacted Key City Compost to schedule a tour of their facility.  Key City is not quite ready to accommodate tours, but would be available to be a speaker for us. We also hope to schedule a tour of Entsorga (a partnership between Apple Valley Waste, LLC, Entsorga USA, and BioHiTech Global) in early fall.  Finally, Laura will investigate what presentations are available related to a plastic straw challenge.

Green Team – Sustainable Maryland Certified (SMC) – Boonsboro has a three-year certification.  Applications are due 6/30/2020.  We are interested in maintaining our current Sustainable Maryland activities and possibly adding a few new things every year.  SMC will be introducing 25-30 new measurements early next year.  The BEC also discussed activities such as beautifying the four “gateways” into the town.  It would be nice to plan for some short term and long term projects geared toward beautifying our town.  
  
Monarch Butterfly – Chairperson Vesely reported that she saw her first monarch today!   Another possible project for the Monarch Butterfly Waystation would be to build and install a “Pollinator Hotel”.  

TOWN UPDATE:

Town Liaison Hollingshead shared highlights from the Council’s 7/8/19 meeting as well as from the Maryland Municipal League (MML) conference in Ocean City, MD.  Terri has a contact that she will reach out to regarding possible avenues for glass recycling.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:
	
Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg is happy that Maryland passed the “no Styrofoam container” law.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8.52 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, August 13, 2019 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:30.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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