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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, June 11, 2019

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Jessica Renner, Leah Grasso, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee, Alison Preston

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 7:29 PM.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   May 14, 2019 minutes were reviewed and approved with correction.
  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Planters:  Chairperson Vesely introduced the idea of large, low planters to be placed throughout the town, possibly planted with native, drought tolerant plants, or watered via collected rainwater.  

Strategic Plan:  Alison Preston created a month-by-month plan for developing the BEC Strategic Plan.  June’s discussion topic focuses on the monthly agenda and the mission statement of the BEC.  The commission voted to approve the month-by-month plan and to accept the mission statement as it is currently written. Moving forward “Strategic Plan” will be a line item on the monthly BEC agenda.  
	
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Farmer's Market – Dog appreciation night was last week, and featured free treats from Durango Dog Company for all of the canine visitors!  The Farmer’s Market committee is actively recruiting new vendors.  There is the possibility for additional vegetable vendors, a soap vendor, and a honey vendor.  The Market currently has eight regular vendors.  The next Farmer’s Market “event night” will be in July.  The committee tries to have additional “drop-in” vendors on event nights.  

Waste Reduction – No report. 

Trees –   No report.

Public Education/Outreach – No report.  Chairperson Vesely shared a flyer from Sacred Roots Herbal Sanctuary as a potential guest speaker.

Green Team – No report.  
  
Monarch Butterfly – The Monarch Butterfly Waystation is looking good!  It’s very full and not weedy.  Some seating has been added to the garden as well.  
	



TOWN UPDATE:

Town Liaison Hollingshead shared highlights from the Council’s 6/10/19 meeting, including passing the town budget with a $5 increase to the quarterly sanitation fee.  The increase is to offset increased tipping fees due to glass no longer being accepted for recycling.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

· The BEC voted to move the start time of their regular meetings to 7:30 pm during Farmer’s Market season to accommodate those BEC members involved with the market on a week-to-week basis.  
· The BEC discussed implementing some sort of “yard of the month” program to town residents.  Criteria to be determined, but possibly something like “Bay Scaping”.  More discussion to follow at a future meeting.  If the Washington County Master Gardeners are still involved with the Bay Scaping program, it may be valuable to schedule them for an educational meeting.  

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, July 9, 2019 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:30.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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