Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, June 9, 2020

PRESENT:	Via Zoom meeting:  Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Alison Preston, Leah Grasso, Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Barbara Wetzel, Anthony Dowell, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	Scott McIllwee

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 8:07 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The March minutes were unanimously approved with corrections for COVID-19-related updates. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Commission Member Jessica Renner has moved.  The BEC will send a card in thanks of her support of the BEC over the years.

There is a new member who has applied for the vacant BEC spot, and the BEC will conduct an interview via Zoom hopefully during the July meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:  
Sustainable Maryland Certified:  First draft of application is due June 30th.  If we pass the first round, the second interview will be July 31st before a decision is rendered on recertification.  The BEC discussed how to expand the “Green Team” to include more than just BEC members. We’d like to create a short document (one page) with talking points related to responsibilities of the Green Team.  Chairperson Vesely was asked to provide a list of Green Team responsibilities, and BEC members are asked to give consideration to our individual contacts and thoughtfully consider anyone who might be a good fit for the Green Team. 

Chairperson Vesely has been attending Friday afternoon Zoom calls with Sustainable Maryland to source ideas and general suggestions.  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:
Waste Reduction – no report.

Strategic Plan/Grants - BEC member Preston reported that we were not awarded the G3 grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  There is a call scheduled with Chesapeake Bay Trust on June 18 to discuss why we were not awarded the grant.  A separate Outreach and Restoration grant is available with a deadline of August 4th for which we will be submitting an application  

Trees –   Despite there being no Arbor Day ceremony, an Arbor Day tree, donated by Edelen Tree Company, was planted in town.  Another planting of 17 trees occurred in May with funds from a grant from Maryland Association of Forest Conservancy District Boards.  There are funds remaining for a few more trees.  

Public Education/Outreach – We hope to be able to reschedule Emily Dyson (Entsorga) for a later date when large group restrictions are lifted.

Green Team/Monarch Butterfly – Chairperson Vesely and BEC member Wetzel weeded the Monarch Butterfly waystation in Shafer Park. The waystation was an Eagle Scout project a number of years ago, but the upkeep and maintenance of the garden was not considered.  So that this not fall solely on the BEC, suggestions were made to advertise for volunteers in the next town newsletter and/or contact the Master Gardeners to see if they’d be able to assist.  

Farmer's Market – The Farmer’s Market is going well so far this year.  Vendors seem to like the new location at the parking lot adjacent to the Police Station and have reported increased sales.  The market will likely remain at this location for the remainder of the 2020 season.  Average weekly attendance is about 150 guests.  

Community Green Spaces – Greg Huntsberry suggested that the plantings around the gazebo in Shafer Park could stand to be refreshed.  The town’s maintenance crew would maintain any new landscaping.  Attention needs to be paid to the growth habits of any potential plantings so as not to interfere with any performances at the gazebo; possibly we’d want to focus attention to the back side of the gazebo and be sure to utilize native plants. Would it be possible to tag team with the Park Board on this?

TOWN UPDATE:  

Town Liaison Hollingshead provided a number of town updates including a NRF grant for five AEDs (defibrillators) to be located throughout town.  Also one EV charging station is going to be installed at the parking lot behind Town Hall.  

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

[bookmark: _GoBack]BEC member Wetzel reported that the Electric Aggregation bill passed the State Senate but didn’t get to the floor before the session was shut down due to COVID-19.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.


Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY July 14, 2020 – Via Zoom Meeting. Regular meeting at 8:00.    

