Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, May 14, 2019

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg,  Amy Jones, Alison Preston,  Scott McIlwee, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner, Leah Grasso


PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

Town Planner Ethan Strickler shared information related to “MS4” which deals with municipal storm water management.  As part of the town’s storm water permit, points can be earned for certain activities (i.e.: distributing educational materials, reporting attendance at events such as Green Fest and the town’s Arbor Day/Park Clean Up event, planting trees).  Ethan requested assistance from the BEC with completing the attendance reports for Green Fest and Arbor Day.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   April 9, 2019 minutes were reviewed and approved as read.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

FY2020 Budget:  The BEC voted to recommend a budget of $9,000.00 for FY2020.  This includes a slight increase to the Farmer’s Market and Special Project line items.     

Scott McIllwee recommended that the BEC track any commission expenses related to MS4 and Sustainable Maryland for future budget considerations.  The BEC will also make note of any goals that overlap into more than one initiative.  

Strategic Plan:  The BEC discussed a number of possible short-term and long-term goals which we would like to accomplish as part of our strategic plan.  We will be adding Strategic Planning as a bullet point on future meeting agendas. Alison Preston will outreach to Town Manager Paul Mantello with questions related to the strategic plan.    
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Farmer's Market – Opening day was well attended with over 200 visitors!  Nearly all of the Farmer’s Market shopping bags were given away.  Most of the posters and rack cards have been distributed to area merchants.

Waste Reduction – no report. 

Trees –   A Swamp White Oak was planted at Shafer Park during the Arbor Day celebration.  In addition, a number of trees have been planted around the police station and near the playground at the ball fields in the newer section of the park.  The tree board has also been busy labeling the trees in the park with informational signs.

Public Education/Outreach – No report.

Green Team – No report
  
Monarch Butterfly – No report
	
TOWN UPDATE – Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead shared highlights from the May Town Council meeting including road construction updates and new names for some town parks.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS – No comments from commission members.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, June 11, 2019 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.


