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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, March 12, 2019

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Leah Grasso, Amy Jones, Laura Schnackenberg, Town Council Liaison Ray Hanson
			
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell, Scott McIllwee, Jessica Renner


PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 7:03 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   February 12, 2019 minutes were approved with change.  

BEC Applicant:  Alison Preston:  BEC applicant Alison Preston was in attendance to introduce herself and to answer questions related to her application for the Environmental Commission.  Alison has a background in education, writing (including grants), and statistics and is interested in continuing the BEC mission of public education and environmental awareness.  A motion was made and seconded for Alison to join the BEC for a three year term.  This will be subject to email vote due to lack of quorum at tonight’s meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS: Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg reminded the BEC of the upcoming Stream Cleanup/Earth Day/Arbor Day event to be held at Shafer Park on April 28th from 1-4 pm.  The BEC and Park Board will be planting a tree at the park.  There is the possibility for two additional tree plantings in honor of Coach Dwight Scott and retired firefighter Dennis Reese.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  No new business

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Farmer's Market – Chairperson Vesely went to a Farmer’s Market Meet & Greet at the Ag Center.  She got a number of vendor contacts and has been trying to secure an additional vegetable vendor for the Boonsboro Farmer’s Market.  

The Farmer’s Market executive committee has determined the need for some signage and promotional materials.  The following motions were made and seconded and are subject to email vote due to lack of quorum at tonight’s meeting:
· Window posters – motion to purchase 10-20 posters to be hung in local area business windows.
· Sandwich Board – motion to purchase one Sandwich Board to be sited at park entrance advertising vendor’s products and upcoming Farmer’s Market events.  Cost of board is approximately $70.00 plus shipping.
· Reusable grocery bags – motion to purchase 75 bags. Cost of bags (including one-time $50 set up fee) is approximately $316.25.

Discussed the possibility of a dunking booth or corn hole tournament at the “Mayor & Council Meet & Greet” night at the Farmer’s Market.  The cost to rent a dunking booth is approximately $153.75.  The BEC proposes that the Town Council sharing the cost of the dunking booth should we go that route.  Chairperson Vesely will write a letter to the Mayor and Council on behalf of the BEC outlining this request.  

Waste Reduction – BEC will include an article in the June newsletter about recycling with an emphasis on how to avoid recycling contamination (i.e.: do not put loose plastic bags in the recycling bin as they get tangled in the sorting machinery).  Town Liaison Hanson suggested that we include a reminder about the town’s yard debris and oil drop off site on Monroe Road.  

A reminder that bulk trash pickup is Saturday, May 11th. 

Trees – No report.

Public Education/Outreach – The BEC gives a small stipend to any guest speaker that we engage for public education.  To date these have all been refused by the guest speakers.  It was suggested that if a stipend is refused, the BEC offer to make a donation in the guest speaker’s name to the charity of their choice (local or nationally recognized).  A motion was made and seconded to donate stipends to the charity of guest speaker’s choice and in their name.  This is subject to email vote due to lack of quorum at tonight’s meeting. 

Green Team – No report.
  
Monarch Butterfly – No report.  
	
TOWN UPDATE – Council Liaison Hanson provided updates on the County Commissioners recent meeting in Boonsboro, recent town staffing updates, and a number of road project updates.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS – Commission member Grasso commented on the Maryland General Assembly’s recent vote to ban Styrofoam.  Chairperson Vesely shared that while attending an event at Royal Farms Arena recently, compostable straws were offered instead of plastic.  

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, April 8, 2019 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.


