Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, February 12, 2019

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Leah Grasso, Amy Jones, Laura Schnackenberg, Jessica Renner, Scott McIllwee, Town Council Liaison Ray Hanson
			
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell

[bookmark: _GoBack]Presentation by Joyce Tuten, “Understanding Climate Change” prior to the BEC regular meeting.  The presentation was very informative and well-attended.  

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 8:20 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   November 2018 and January 2019 minutes were approved as read.  

OLD BUSINESS:
The BEC contributed an article to the January town newsletter providing information about plastic straws along with some great suggestions for plastic straw alternatives.  Many thanks to Laura Schnackenberg for her contributions to the article.  
Annual Report:  Chairperson Vesely distributed the BEC Annual Report for review and comment.  The BEC approved the Annual Report with updates.
NEW BUSINESS:
Application received for a potential new BEC member, Alison Preston.  Chairperson Vesely will ask Preston to attend the March BEC meeting for Q&A from existing commission members.

Anthony Dowell:  Due to competing work and family obligations that conflict with scheduled BEC meetings, Anthony will be unable to attend BEC meetings for the foreseeable future.  He would, however, like to stay on as an active BEC member if possible.  Town Liaison Hanson suggested that we consider an “alternate” member who could participate in every way like a standing member, but wouldn’t be able to vote unless a standing member was absent.  Chairperson Vesely will review the BEC charter to verify how many members and alternates are allowed on the BEC.  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Farmer's Market – A Vendor meeting was held on February 5th with approximately five vendors in attendance.  Changes to the market and events for the 2019 season were discussed.  No final decision was made in regard to the location of the market (some vendors prefer to set up on the grass, others on the blacktop).   Flyers remaining from last year will be used this year, but there is a need for some additional posters and step-in signs. The Farmers Market will be closed during the week of the carnival.  Overall, there was good discussion with the vendors, and the meeting went well.  The vendors and FM Committee are hoping to increase attendance over 2018, and have a great schedule of events slated for 2019.  

Waste Reduction – No report

Trees – There will be an Arbor Day tree planting again in conjunction with the stream/park clean up event.  

There is $15,000 remaining from the grant for the Shafer Park trails which is to be used by the Tree Board for additional tree plantings around the new paths.  The Tree Board will be working with the town and the Park Board to select trees.

Public Education/Outreach – The BEC and community guests enjoyed an excellent presentation by Joyce Tuten, “Understanding Climate Change” tonight prior to the regular BEC meeting. Joyce’s presentation was excellent and very informative.  

Green Team – We want to start thinking about sustainable Maryland projects for which we can get credit. Chairperson Vesely will look at the list of possible projects and see if there’s anything suitable for us.  Chairperson Vesely has also been working with Town Planner Ethan Strickler to identify some potential locations for a Community Garden.
  
Monarch Butterfly – Chairperson Vesely suggested a couple of locations for possibly adding additional monarch butterfly gardens.  Vesely suggested that BEC members give this some thought to other potential locations, and we’ll continue this discussion at the March BEC meeting.  

TOWN UPDATE – Council Liaison Hanson suggested that the BEC may want to consider attending an occasional planning commission meeting to ensure that environmental concerns are not overlooked during the planning process.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS - No commission member comments.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, March 12, 2019 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.


