Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2020

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Alison Preston, Leah Grasso, Scott McIlwee, Barb Wetzel, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The January minutes were unanimously approved as corrected.  The minutes from November 2019 meeting were also corrected and unanimously approved as corrected.


NEW BUSINESS:

2019 Annual Report—Chairperson Vesely drafted the 7th Annual Report, which outlines the activity of the BEC throughout 2019. It was reviewed by Commission and suggestions for a change was made. The 7th Annual Report was unanimously approved as corrected.

2020 Budget – An overview of the past budgets (FY2016-FY2020) was distributed. A discussion of the budget will take place at the March 11, 2020 BEC meeting. 


OLD BUSINESS:  

	
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Waste Reduction – No report

Strategic Plan/Grants – Potomac Edison has a pilot program for EV charging stations. Town Manager Paul Mantello submitted a grant application for EV charging stations to be built in town.
Sustainable Communities- there is a workgroup forming to complete the Sustainable Communities application. Commission Member Preston will be joining the workgroup as the BEC liaison.

Trees –   The Arbor Day Celebration will be on April 26, 2020. A tree care seminar at will also be on that day at 6pm. Plans for the Arboretum were also discussed, and the Tree Board hopes that the Arboretum could be spread throughout the town rather than just one location.

Public Education/Outreach – Emily Dyson (Entsorga) will be speaking at the March BEC meeting. (Update: Emily will be unable to speak at the March meeting).

Green Team/Monarch Butterfly – Marie Bikle is a Master Gardener and would like to share knowledge through a lecture series or public education event as well as getting involved with the library butterfly garden, composting, Green Fest, and other related events.

Farmer's Market – Vendor meeting will be held on February 27. The manager stipend of $500 will be paid from the budget, paid in a lump sum at the end of the season. The use of funds for the manager stipend was unanimously approved.
Commission Member Wetzel suggested allocating budget money for advertising in the Herald Mail or other resources. Other ideas include social media ads (Facebook and Instagram) and distributing rack cards and flyers in the area. There is additional income from the vendor fees that can go to advertising.

Community Green Spaces – Jeff Davidson from the Park Board/Tree Board Subcommittee, submitted a grant application on behalf of the Town of Boonsboro, Boonsboro Park Board, Boonsboro Tree Board, and the BEC, to the Maryland Urban and Community Forest Committee (MUCFC). This grant money will be used to buy trees to plant around town in the Historic Park, Shafer Park, and Arboretum. 


TOWN UPDATE:  

Liaison Hollingshead gave the Town update from the meeting the evening before.


COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson Vesely brought the invitation for the BEC to attend Boonsboro Green Fest. The BEC will be running an information table again this year. Chairperson Vesely announced that there has been an applicant to join the BEC. The BEC is currently full but if a space opens, the applicant will be considered. Chairperson Vesely handed out farmers market brochures at the Health and Wellness Expo at the Maryland Theater on January 11. Town Planner Strickler received an email regarding the Appalachian Trail Conservancy Community Program, which can promote towns and communities to hikers along the trail. The representative from the Program is willing to come talk to the BEC or other interested people to discuss the potential benefits for the town.


​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM.


Respectfully submitted by
Alison Preston, BEC Member
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2020 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

