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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Vice Chairperson Laura Schnackenberg, Alison Preston, Leah Grasso, Scott McIlwee, Barb Wetzel, Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead
			
ABSENT: 	Amy Jones, Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The December minutes were unanimously approved as written.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Sustainable Communities Designation – Town Planner Ethan Strickler presented the Sustainable Communities Program to the Economic Commission. As of yet, a team hasn’t been formed for assembling an application for Sustainable Community Designation, which will need information from multiple commissions including the BEC. Applications for the designation can be submitted three times a year; we can aim for the second submission date.

Green Spaces Mapping – Ethan Strickler reviewed property owned by the town as potential sites for plantings/other greening. The town owns multiple parcels within the municipal boundaries; the Green Spaces map reviewed by Mr. Strickler only includes parcels which would be the best potential for improvements (no infrastructure, and considerable open space). These parcels include Shafer Park, a small section of Crestview, a lot on School House Rd., Knode Circle, area by Kinsey Heights (beside the school complex), area behind the Legion, the Town Farm, and the Historical Park Lot on Main St.  In particular, the Historical Park would be a nice area to work on because it is so visible on Main Street; however, parking/access and water drainage issues would need to be addressed. Ideas for that space include flowering gardens, a gravel walking path, and steps to Main Street. The Schoolhouse Lane lot is being considered for the Arboretum Project. Additionally, Mr. Strickler and Town Manager Paul Mantello applied for a Program Open Space grant to clean up the old farm fencing in the undeveloped section of the park.

2019 Annual Report: February – Chairperson Vesely will prepare this for next month’s meeting.
   
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Waste Reduction – BEC Member Wetzel spoke with the Facilities Manager at Shepherd University about their glass crushing machine.  Once he has the machine running, he will be happy to come demonstrate it for us. 

Strategic Plan/Grants – 2020 Grant Opportunities spreadsheet was completed in GoogleDocs and emailed to commission members. 

Trees –   No report.

Public Education/Outreach – Emily Dyson (Entsorga) will be speaking at the March BEC meeting. 

Green Team/Monarch Butterfly – No report.

Farmer's Market – The vendors were asked to vote for a new manager. Danny Rohrer and Bonnie Butter were the applicants. Bonnie received the most votes. The Farmer’s Market Committee will be meeting with Bonnie and making the necessary changes with the state and updating the Vendor Application and Rules & Regulations.

Community Green Spaces – See above

TOWN UPDATE:  Liaison Hollingshead gave a Town update and said the Antietam Cable public hearing has been rescheduled for February 24, 2020. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg brought a children’s book to share that the library just obtained. Join the No-Plastic Challenge!, by Scot Ritchie.

Chairperson Vesely mentioned that we should begin thinking about the budget.  

BEC Member Wetzel reported that Baltimore signed a ban on plastic bags to be effective next year. Paper bags will be available at a cost. Plastic bags can be used for certain exceptions.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.


Respectfully submitted by
Alison Preston, BEC Member
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2020 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting at 7:00.    

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

