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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission 
TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2016
PRESENT: Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, David Ambrose, Secretary Kim Koerting, David Parmelee, Steve Jamison, and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long  Absent: Chairman Carvel Wright and Curt Conway
Staff Member(s): Megan Clark, Town Manager 
Guests: Jessica Renner, Citizen and Sean Haardt, Citizen
PRESIDING:      Vice-Chairman Maricle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Vice-Chairman Maricle declared the Regular Meeting Minutes of the February 23, 2016 Meeting approved as submitted. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Motion by Member Ambrose, second by Member Jamison for the existing officers, Chairman Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, and Secretary Kim Koerting, to remain in the same office for the next year. Motion carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS

REQUEST FOR ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT – Jessica Renner
Jessica Renner asked for the Planning Commission to consider amending the Zoning Ordinance to allow 6-12 chickens total, remove the required action of permission from neighbors, and remove regulations regarding the coop. Mrs. Renner stated it is nearly impractical to have three chickens as they are sold in groups of six, and three chickens do not produce enough eggs to supplement buying eggs in the store for a normal household of four people. Mrs. Renner also stated the additional requirements for gaining a neighbor’s permission for setback reduction and the stipulations on the coop seemed over restrictive as other uses do not have these specifications.

The Commission discussed Mrs. Renner’s request and agreed that there is not enough of  an interest or need to amend the Ordinance considering only two permits have been obtained for chickens. The Commission also agreed, should there be more interest in amending the Ordinance, they would consider, after there is more of a track record for the implementation and implications of the existing Ordinance. 

PRELIMINARY PLAN APPROVAL: Battlefield Estates
Town Manager Clark presented the proposed preliminary plans for Battlefield Estates. She stated the Planning Commission previously reviewed the concept plan and Zoning Map Amendment for the property as well as granted modifications for design specifications of curb and gutter; street trees; and the horizontal turning radius. . She stated the plan proposed 48-single story age restricted townhomes on a new road intersecting with Orchard Drive, called Abraham Drive. She stated the plans have been reviewed in accordance with the Zoning, Subdivision, APFO, and Water and Sewer Specifications. She stated the BMUC has reviewed the plans and recommends approval for the utilities portion, contingent upon the fee in lieu for sewer mitigation and technical engineering comments being addressed. Town Manager Clark stated restriping Orchard Drive to include a designated walking path is included in the plans in lieu of constructing sidewalks along Orchard Drive to its nearest intersection with Center Street. She stated there will be sidewalks along the frontage of the property and within the development. She also stated due to concerns with flooding, the SWM is designed to handle the 100-year flood rather than the 10-year flood as required. 
Motion by Secretary Koerting, second by Member Ambrose, to GRANT APPROVAL OF THE PRELIMINARY PLANS FOR BATTLEFIELD ESTATES CONTINGENT UPON A $1,450/EDU FEE IN LIEU PAYMENT FOR SEWER MITIGATION, TECHNICAL ENGINEERING COMMENTS ADDRESSED, APPLICABLE AGENCY APPROVALS, FOREST CONSERVATION MITIGATION AS A PURCHASE OF THE FOREST BANK, AND A BOND AND PUBLIC WORKS AGREEMENT FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS. Motion carried unanimously. 
RECOMMENDATION TO BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: BZA16-03 – Request for Variance
Town Manager Clark stated a request for variance to reduce the rear setback from 20 feet to 10 feet at 318 East Wing Way for a proposed deck is scheduled for consideration at the May 17 Board of Zoning Appeals. Town Manager Clark stated this is the fifth variance in Sycamore Run for decks, as the homes were constructed within the majority of the buildable space on the lots. 
Motion by Secretary Koerting, second by Member Parmelee TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST FOR VARIANCE. Motion carried unanimously. 

2015 PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT

Town Manager Clark presented the Annual Report of the Activities of the Planning and Zoning Department for 2016. She noted there was an increase in building permits due to construction in Sycamore Run. She also noted that a majority of new business has opened in the Town Center zoning district. 
Motion by Member Ambrose, second by Member Koerting to RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE 2015 PLANNING AND ZONING ANNUAL REPORT TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL. Motion carried unanimously. 

PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Manager Clark updated the Commission on the progress of the Easterday property, Dollar General, and AC&T. 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
Sean Haardt expressed his concern of the lack of connectivity of sidewalks within the Fletcher’s Grove development. He stated he feels the development of Antietam Ridge should have been responsible for a portion of connecting the sidewalks and hopes future development within Fletcher’s Grove will be responsible for portions of the sidewalks.
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

None 
ADJOURNMENT
Vice-Chairman Maricle declared the meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Manager
