The Boonsboro Environmental Commission (BEC)
Sixth Annual Report
January 2018 - December 2018


1. Hosted a Farmer’s Market (FM) vendor meeting February 22 with 10 vendors attending.
1. Updated the rules and regulations for the Farmer’s Market
1. Member attended the State Farmer’s Market Conference in Annapolis in February
1. Farmer’s Market Season dates were mentioned in the Spring, 2018 Town Newsletter 
1. Purchased 3  “Farmers Market Today” vertical banners to be posted along Park Drive and new step-in signs to replace stolen ones
1. Distributed 23 FM posters in April to town businesses for seasonal posting
1. Handed out “rack cards” to customers at each market. Reverse side had “What’s Available When,” a month-by-month vegetable/fruit availability chart
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Special Events were held at FM throughout season: June: “Bring Your Dog to the Market Day”; July: Guest—Monarch butterfly expert Sandy Sagalkin answered Monarch Butterfly questions and distributed informational sheets plus milkweed and zinnia seeds; August: FM Sticker and Tattoo giveaway; also in August: “Back to School” school supplies giveaway; October: “Meet the Mayor and Town Council” Night
1. The Washington County Ag Extension representative presented three food cooking/sampling days during the season
1. The FM “End-of-season date” and “Buy Local!” were mentioned in the Fall, 2018 Town Newsletter
1. Established an Instagram account for better media coverage

1. “No more glass recycling” by Apple Valley Waste and explanation were mentioned in the Summer, 2018 Town Newsletter 
1. “Please don’t put grass clippings down storm drains” for the health of the Chesapeake Bay was mentioned in the Summer, 2018 Town Newsletter
1. A “Plastic Straw Challenge” to reduce plastic straw usage was presented in the Winter, 2018 Town Newsletter

1. Member attended January Park Board meeting: Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Station speaker
1. Member visited the Gaithersburg Constitution Gardens, an all-natural park, in February
1. Member attended a Community Solar online event in June, sponsored by Sustainable Maryland Certified (SMC)
1. Chairperson met with Town Planner to discuss grant opportunities
1. Sponsored Audubon Society speaker at April meeting, “When Trees Were Old”
1. Sponsored DNR Officer at October meeting, “Understanding and Living Safely with Wildlife in Boonsboro”
1. Sponsored “Citizens Against Rockwool” speaker at October meeting
1. Ethan Strickler, Town Planner, advised BEC of grant opportunities at November meeting
1. Donated $3500 to Park Board towards purchase of new trees for Shafer Park to help replace dead trees
1. Voluntarily reduced operating budget by $1000 for FY 2018

1. Sponsored and manned a BEC informational tent at Green Fest in May
1. Worked with the Park Board at the April 22 Arbor Day event which included park/stream clean up
1. Supported the Town with Bulk Trash Day at Shafer Park in October
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

On the Horizon
1. Continue the Boonsboro Farmer’s Market
1. Continue to look into future grant funding
1. Apply for Maryland Green Registry Award (re-certification)
1. Continue striving for new SMC goals: A community garden being high priority
1. Work towards a HEAL Community, in conjunction with SMC
1. Work towards increasing residential composting goals
1. Support the Park Board with identification signage for trees in Shafer Park.
1. Work with the Public Safety Commission on making our crosswalks safer, including the possible addition of LED pedestrian traffic signs
1. Attend “Humane Garden—Cultivating Compassion for All Creatures” Seminar, Severna Park, April 22
1. Attend “Green Neighbor Festival”, Frederick, May 4
1. Work towards installation of EV charging stations in Town
1. Tour of Apple Valley Waste plant by BEC, members of Town Council, and community.

