MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO, MARYLAND
ORDINANCE 2026-02;

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE OPERATION OF ELECTRIC BICYCLES,
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, AND ELECTRIC PERSONAL MOBILITY DEVICES ON
PUBLIC WALKING PATHS, FOOTPATHS, AND PEDESTRIAN ZONES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF BOONSBORO, MARYLAND

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Town of Boonsboro recognize the growing popularity
of low-speed electric mobility devices; and

WHEREAS, the Boonsboro Police Department has documented an increase in high-powered
electric vehicles causing public safety concerns on pedestrian walkways; and

WHEREAS, the Town desires a balanced regulatory approach that allows limited recreational
and transport utility of low-speed electronic devices while prioritizing absolute safety across all
public footpaths, including those within Shafer Park.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council of the
Town of Boonsboro, Maryland, that Ordinance No. 2008-03 is hereby amended, rewritten, and
reenacted to read as follows:

SECTION I: DEFINITIONS
As used in this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

Electric Mobility Device (EMD): Any Class 1 or Class 2 electric bicycle (e-bike), low-speed
electric scooter (e-scooter), or Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device (EPAMD) powered by
an electric motor.

Excluded High-Speed Vehicle ("E-Moto"): Any electric-powered two-wheeled device that
resembles a bicycle or scooter but features a motor or modifications capable of exceeding
statutory power limits or speeds of 20 mph on motor-power alone. These are classified as motor
scooters or mopeds under Maryland law.

Public Walking Path: Any designated pedestrian footpath, sidewalk, recreational trail, or
greenway managed by the Town of Boonsboro, including all walking paths within Shafer Park.

Downtown Pedestrian Zone: Designated commercial walkways and sidewalk spaces within
the commercial core of the Downtown District.

Guardian: A parent, legal guardian, or an adult twenty-one (21) years of age or older who has
been explicitly authorized by a parent to exercise care, custody, and control over a minor child.


https://localnews1.org/boonsboro-police-issue-warning-on-e-bike-scooter-laws/

SECTION II: OPERATIONAL RESTRICTIONS AND CONDITIONS

Low-speed Electric Mobility Devices (EMDs) are permitted to operate on public walking paths
and within designated pedestrian zones only when in compliance with the following operational
mandates:

Maximum Speed Limit: No person shall operate an EMD on any public walking path or
pedestrian zone at a speed exceeding seven miles per hour (7 mph).

Mandatory Adult Supervision: No person under the age of sixteen (16) shall operate an EMD
on a public walking path unless they are accompanied by, and in the immediate physical
presence of, a parent or legal guardian.

. Absolute Pedestrian Priority: EMD operators must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians under
all circumstances. Operators must decelerate immediately below the 7 mph limit or come to a
complete stop when approaching pedestrians from behind or navigating congested walking
zones.

. Audible Passing Requirement: Operators must give a clear, audible warning signal using a
horn, bell, or vocal alert before overtaking and passing any pedestrian from behind.

Distraction Prohibition: No person shall operate an EMD while wearing headphones, earbuds,
or utilizing any handheld cellular or electronic device that impairs auditory or visual awareness
of surrounding foot traffic.

Hardware Restrictions (E-Motos Banned): The authorization to use walking paths applies
strictly to low-speed, consumer-grade EMDs (Class 1 and Class 2 e-bikes, and standard e-
scooters). High-speed "E-Motos," modified electric bikes, mopeds, and combustion-engine
scooters remain strictly prohibited from all public walking paths and pedestrian zones.

SECTION Illl: ENFORCEMENT AND POLICE DISCRETION

The Boonsboro Police Department shall have full authority to enforce the provisions of this
Ordinance utilizing a tiered compliance and accountability model:

INVESTIGATORY STOPS AND INSPECTIONS: Law enforcement officers are authorized to
stop any EMD operator on a public walking path if the officer has reasonable articulable
suspicion to believe that there is a violation of the said ordinance. Upon initiating a stop
under this standard, officers are authorized to verify compliance with speed thresholds,
age/supervision requirements, and hardware equipment specifications.

CIVIL CITATIONS: Violations of Section Il of this Ordinance may result in the issuance of a
Municipal Infraction Citation, punishable by a fine of $25.00 for the first offense and $50.00
for subsequent offenses.

PARENTAL NOTIFICATION AND DETENTION: For violations committed by minors under the
age of sixteen (16), officers may temporarily detain the minor to contact, cite, or release the
minor directly to their parent or guardian.



PARENTAL CHARGES FOR FAILURE TO SUPERVISE:

It shall be unlawful for any parent, legal guardian, or authorized adult to knowingly permit, or
through a failure to exercise reasonable supervision allow, a minor under the age of sixteen (16)
to operate an EMD in violation of any provision of Section II.

If a minor is found operating an EMD unsupervised, or in an otherwise reckless manner, the
Boonsboro Police Department is authorized to issue a Municipal Infraction Citation for
Failure to Supervise directly to the responsible parent or guardian, punishable by a fine of
$25.00 for the first offense and $50.00 for subsequent offenses.

Each violation under this subsection shall be punishable by a civil fine levied against the parent
or guardian.

POLICE DISCRETIONARY IMPOUNDMENT AND CONFISCATION:

Any officer of the Boonsboro Police Department shall have the immediate discretion to seize,
impound, and temporarily confiscate any EMD or Excluded High-Speed Vehicle (E-Moto) found
on a town walking path under the following circumstances:

A. Prohibited Hardware: The vehicle is a strictly prohibited high-speed "E-Moto," modified
electric bike, or moped operating on a pedestrian path.

B. Egregious Offense: The vehicle is being operated in a manner displaying reckless disregard
for public safety or causing immediate danger to pedestrians.

C. Repeat Offender. The operator has been previously cited or warned for a violation of this
Ordinance within the past twelve (12) calendar months.

Confiscated vehicles shall be held at the Boonsboro Police Department impound facility. E-
devices belonging to minors will only be released directly to a parent or legal guardian upon
verification of identity, proof of ownership, and payment of any applicable administrative
impound fees.

POLICE DISCRETIONARY NO TRESPASSING ORDERS: In addition to, or in lieu of, standard
civil citations and impoundment, any officer of the Boonsboro Police Department shall have the
explicit discretion to issue an official No Trespassing Notice to any individual found operating
an EMD in a reckless manner, in violation of the 7 mph speed limit, or without required adult
supervision.

A No Trespassing Order issued under this section shall legally bar the violator from entering
Shafer Park or utilizing town pedestrian facilities for a duration determined by the Chief of
Police, up to one (1) calendar year.

Penalty for Breach: Any individual who returns to a town park or walking path in violation of an
active No Trespassing Order shall be subject to immediate arrest and criminal prosecution
under Maryland criminal law for Trespass on Private/Public Property.



SECTION IV: SEVERABILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held
to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions.

ATTEST: BOONSBORO MAYOR & COUNCIL.:
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