Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013
Chairperson Gary Schlappal called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Gary Schlappal, Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Carol Long, Darrell Jones, Natalie Mose, Scott Race, and Linda Moser Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Chairperson Schlappal declared the meeting minutes of the August 20, 2013 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting approved as submitted. 
Docket No. BZA13-010
To hear a Special Exception Request by Terry Davis, appellant, to establish an in-home occupation for one barber chair at 411 North Main Street, zoned Suburban Residential. The Special Exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance.
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 305.B.15 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires special exception approval for an in-home occupation, within the SR Zone.
Testifying For:

Terry Davis, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Special Exception. Mr. Davis stated he is certified to cut hair and do massage and would like to place one barber chair at his home to operate part time to supplement his income. He stated the business would be by appointment only, approximately fifteen minutes at a time, and not create additional traffic.

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Why do you want to open a business is a residential neighborhood?
Appellant Davis: I feel I would add to the character of the neighborhood and feel the business is similar to operating a daycare, with the same amount of traffic coming and leaving the residence.
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Have you considered going into an existing business and working part time?
Appellant Davis: Yes. I have talked to the owner of the existing barber shop in town and there is not an opportunity for me to work there. 
Chairperson Schlappal: How long have you lived in the neighborhood?
Appellant Davis: Approximately one month.

Chairperson Schlappal: Did you research the area and requirements before purchasing the home?

Appellant Davis: No.

Member Long: Are you bringing a business and clientele from somewhere else?
Appellant Davis: I have an existing customer base and am looking to grow, however with one chair, I can only serve one person at a time.

Member Mose: How many customers would you serve operating part time?
Appellant Davis: Approximately 10 to 15 customers. 

Member Mose: Have you found since living at your new home, traffic to be heavy on Main Street?

Appellant Davis: I leave early in the morning, so business would operate in the early afternoon from around 3 pm until 8 pm.
Member Long: That is the busiest time for traffic on Main Street. Is there a back driveway on the property.

Appellant Davis: There is currently not a back driveway on the property, but there is a small piece of the property that touches Maple Avenue that could be made into a new extrance.
Town Planner Clark stated a new entrance would have to be approved by the State Highway Administration and would be difficult due to the grade and proximity of the intersection with Main Street.
Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission:  

“The Planning Commission discussed the case at their regular meeting on August 27, 2013.  By a unanimous vote, the Planning Commission agreed that there was not have enough information on what kind of volume is involved with the business, including traffic and parking near the corner of Route 66 and North Main Street to make a recommendation.
Chairperson Schlappal stated he visited the “Hair Garage” in Sharpsburg to get an idea of potentially what the proposed business could look like.

Chairperson Schlappal asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA13-010. 
Cindy Kauffman, 416 North Main, testified against the request, stating concerns of parking, traffic, neighborhood character, and detriment to property values.

Larana Goodwin on behalf of Lorraine Thomas, 412 North Main Street, testified against the request, stating concerns of traffic, visibility on the road, and parking.

Frances Lynch, 4 Schoolhouse Court, testified against the request, stating concerns of having a business appointment only and dangerous traffic conditions.

Melissa and Robert Sheets, 413 North Main Street, testified against the request, stating concerns of traffic, parking, neighborhood character, and detriment to property values. A petition opposing the request, with eight signatures of residents that live on the 400 block of North Main Street was submitted to be included in the record.

Michael Guernieri, 418 North Main Street, testified against the request, stating concerns of a precedence being set, and a business not fitting in with the character of the neighborhood.

Kelly Zimmerman, 420 North Main Street, testified against the request, stating the business does not fit in with the character of the neighborhood and would be more appropriate in the downtown area. She also stated a cosmetology license allows for more services than a barber’s license and felt there would be more appointments held than the applicant described.

Kim Milbert, 422 North Main Street, testified against the request, stating she agreed with the others opposing and had concerns of decreasing home values.

Carvel Wright,705 Elmcrest Avenue, testified against the request, questioning the validity of a home occupation having to renovate the structure and the intent of the business. 

Chairperson Schlappal read a letter from Charles Kauffman, 416 North Main Street, stating he opposed the request due to traffic conditions and character of the neighborhood.

Chairperson Schlappal closed the case.

Board Discussion:

Chairperson Schlappal asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 
Action on BZA Case No 13-010:

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Sweeney, seconded by Member Race, that the Board of Appeals DENY the Request for Special Exception to establish an in-home occupation for one barber chair on the property at 411 North Main Street due to traffic and the character of the neighborhood. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the Chairperson Schlappal declared the meeting adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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