Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2013
Chairperson Gary Schlappal called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Gary Schlappal, Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Carol Long, Darrell Jones, Natalie Mose, and Scott Race Absent: Linda Moser Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion by Member Mose, seconded by Member Race to approve the meeting minutes of the May 21, 2013 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting approved. Motion passed unanimously.
Docket No. BZA13-08
To hear a Special Exception Request by Michael Miller, appellant, to establish an in-home occupation for music instruction at 107 Saint Paul Street, zoned Town Residential. The Special Exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance.
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 305.B.16 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires special exception approval for the proposed use, within the TR Zone.
Testifying For:

Michael Miller, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Special Exception. Mr. Miller stated he was a retired music teacher and he would like to teach music in the basement of his home. The lessons would run for about an hour and would be given after school hours.

Chairperson Schlappal: Are the hours then typically from around 4 pm to 7 Monday through Friday?
Appellant Miller: Yes. I also teach lessons in Frederick on Saturday mornings.
Member Jones: Will you be posting a sign?
Appellant Miller:Yes, I have a small yard sign.
Member Mose: Is there parking in the driveway?

Appellant Miller: Yes, my driveway extends to the rear of the home where there is parking available.

Member Long: Is there an age limit on who can be given lessons?

Appellant Miller: No, he has taught students of all age groups. 

Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission:  

“The Planning Commission rendered a recommendation at their regular meeting on July 23, 2013.  By a unanimous vote, a recommendation was made to approve the request for Special Exception to establish an in-home occupation”.
Chairperson Schlappal stated he thought the business would be a great addition to the community. 

Chairperson Schlappal asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA13-010. There were none and he closed the case.  
Board Discussion:

Chairperson Schlappal asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 
Action on BZA Case No 13-08:

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Sweeney, seconded by Member Mose, that the Board of Appeals Approve the Request for Special Exception to establish an in-home occupation for music instruction on the property at 107 Saint Paul Street. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Docket No. BZA13-09
To hear a Variance Request by Robert Kells, appellant, to vary the minimum lot width from 80’ to 67.5’ and minimum lot size of 10,000 sq. ft. to 9,045 sq. ft. for a new lot in the rear of 243 North Main Street, Boonsboro, and zoned Town Residential (TR).  

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 401.A1 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires a minimum lot size of 10,000 square feet and minimum lot width of 80 feet for a single family lot, within the TR Zone.
Testifying For:

Town Planner Clark stated she had notified the applicant with the information for the meeting and requested for him to be present. 
The Board of Zoning Appeals discussed the previous case, heard in 2005, regarding a similar request on the property. The Board discussed the previous concerns of those that testified in the 2005 case, including concerns about traffic and loss of privacy.

Chairperson Schlappal stated he had contacted the Boonsboro Police Department regarding any traffic concerns along Center Street and the police had told him that there was an increase in traffic during school hours; however the traffic flowed freely. 

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney stated several other subdivisions had taken place over the years on the same block where new lots were created on Center Street and there did not appear to be any opposition. 

Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission:  

“The Planning Commission rendered a recommendation at their regular meeting on July 23, 2013.  By a unanimous vote, a recommendation was made to APPROVE the request for Variances to vary the minimum lot size to 9,045 square feet and minimum lot width to 67.5 feet.”
Chairperson Schlappal asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA13-09. There were none and he closed the case.  

Board Discussion:

Chairperson Schlappal asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 

Action on BZA Case No 13-09:

Motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Sweeney, that the Board of Appeals Approve the Request for Variance to vary the minimum lot size to 9,045 square feet and the minimum lot width to 67.5 feet for a proposed new lot on the rear of  243 North Main Street. The MOTION PASSED, with Member Mose opposing.
Ray Hoffman, 508 North Main Street, entered the meeting and stated the applicant for BZA Case No. 13-09 and adjacent property owners were at the Community Center. Town Planner Clark stated the meeting was advertised and all interested parties were notified that the meeting would take place in the Town Hall Annex.
Chairperson Schlappal made a motion to rescind the previous motion and re-open the case to allow for testimony. The motion died for lack of a second. 
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the Chairperson Schlappal declared the meeting adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
August 20, 2013
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 

August 20, 2013
Page 1 of 3
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 

August 20, 2013
Page 3 of 3

