Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014
Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Darrell Jones, Natalie Mose, Scott Race, and Linda Moser Absent: Chairperson Gary Schlappal and Carol Long Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Manager
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney declared the meeting minutes of the February 18, 2014 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting approved as submitted.
Docket No. BZA14-02
To hear a Variance Request by Ronald Sanford Jr, appellant, to vary the side setback from 15 feet six inches for a proposed deck at 801 Brookridge Drive, zoned Suburban Residential. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance.
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 401.A.1 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires new construction to comply with the setbacks.
Testifying For:

Ronald Sanford Sr., representing the appellant, testified on the conditions of the Variance Request. Mr. Sanford stated there was a retaining wall built of rail road ties that had eroded and collapsed on the property near the pool. Recently he had built a deck on the north side of the property adjacent to the pool and is requesting to build a deck on the east side of the pool within six inches of the property line. He stated the pool was already within the setback, therefore it would be hard to meet the 15 foot setback requirement.   
Member Moser: Has HOA approved the request?
Appellant Sanford: Yes.  
Town Manager Clark: How far above grade will the deck and the fence be?
Appellant Sanford: There will need to be some grading on the property to balance it out; but the deck would be 10” and the fence is 6’.
Vice-Chairman Sweeney stated the adjacent property owner had submitted the following comments: “I have concerns regarding how the owner is going to access the proposed deck infrastructure to maintain it if there is only 6 inches between the deck and the property line. I have no issues coming to a compromise that will allow the owner to access the space between the deck and the property line for structural maintenance and lawn care. I feel that at least a 3 foot setback should be enforced to accommodate these issues”. 
Vice-Chairman Sweeney: How do you propose to maintain the six inches left of your property?

Appellant Sanford: We would either use a edger or spray to ensure that the grass or weeds did not violate the Property Maintenance Code. 

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked if there were any other questions regarding Docket No. BZA14-02. There were none and the case was closed. 
Board Discussion:

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. Member Mose stated she thought it would be a good addition on the property. 
Action on BZA Case No 14-02:

Motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Mose, that the Board of Appeals APPROVE the Variance Request to vary the required 15 foot side setback to six inches for a proposed deck on the property at 801 Brookridge Drive. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, Vice-Chairperson Sweeney declared the meeting adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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