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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Bill Brady, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Rosemary James, Scott McIlwee, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner & Acting Town Manager 

ABSENT:	Jessica Renner

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the February 11, 2014 Regular Meeting approved as read.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
None

GUESTS
None 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Strategic Action Plan – Member Renner will present the strategic plan at the Mayor and Council March meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Earth Day Event Planning – Chairperson Schmidt said activities for the day could include the unveiling of  the new information kiosk near the stream behind the Community Center where trees and shrubs were planted last fall and the  painting of a nearby storm drain with the Chesapeake Bay message. The Commission chose Sunday, April 27 from 1-4 p.m. as the date and time of the event, even though the actual Earth Day will be celebrated on April 22. Member Schnackenberg volunteered to coordinate activities with the Park Board. It was the consensus of the members that the park stream clean-up should be the same day; various Boy/Girl Scouts troops and service groups will be invited to participate. 

Solar Energy Proposals – Town Planner Clark will be asking the  Town Council to consider a Power Purchasing Agreement (PPA) for a  solar energy array at the old, filled-in lagoon site. The array could generate 92 percent of the town's power requirement and  the town would have the option to purchase the array after 20 years. A proposal will be ready by March for the Council's consideration.

Permanent Environmental Commission Members – The Commission discussed proposing an amendment to the Council to eliminate the two alternate members, making them voting members. An amendment will be presented at the March Town Council meeting for consideration Member Vesely motioned, Member McIlwee seconded,  to recommend the change in the resolution which established the Commission. Approved. 







SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – A town-wide, curbside bulk pick-up is scheduled for Saturday, April 26. A notice will be placed in the Town newsletter asking residents to save any recyclables for Green Fest on May 10 (only two weeks later), instead of putting them out on the curb. All trash collected by Apple Valley Waste will be buried in the county landfill, at a cost of $52 a ton. 

The Mayor and Council approved the contract renewal of Apple Valley Waste as the town's solid waste hauler and recycler.  A notice will be placed in July's town newsletter, reminding residents what can be recycled in an effort to encourage more recycling.

Green Times—Member Whitmore will add Green Team accomplishments to the first edition of the new newsletter, which will go out with utility bills in April.

Trees – Member McIlwee stated the Subcommittee would like to wait on tree canopy survey results (to be completed this Spring) before taking further action. He asked that an informative link be posted on Town website: https://www.cbf.org/news-media/features-publications/reports/polluted-runoff/share-infographics?srctid=1&erid=26997115&trid=f6141bc7-0529-4e48-825a-99127d0dd9d4 

Public Education/Outreach – Members James and Schnackenberg have arranged for John Amos of Sky Truth, of Shepherdstown, W. V. to speak at our March meeting. The event will be advertised and the BHS AP Environmental Science class, Sabrina Blair’s Environmental Club from BMS, and other groups will be invited to attend. Venue TBD.  

Green Team – Member Whitmore said the Green Team is currently working on a three-year plan. The first year plan is completed; it just needs some tweaking. She stated the team is working on a template to follow for each year’ plan. 

TOWN UPDATES
Town Farm Water - Town Planner Clark is bringing back to the town’s attention the Town Farm water supply issue. She plans to update the Utilities Commission about extending a line from Potomac Street to service the farm, as well as the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The Maryland Department of Agriculture would pay for 87.5 percent of the costs of adding a water line for cattle and fencing off the stream behind the WWTP to keep livestock out of the stream. 

Energy Audit - Keres Consulting presented its Energy Audit at the February meeting of the Mayor and Council, which seemed generally pleased with the audit and is on board with the recommendations. Bids are due by March and will be presented to the Mayor & Council for switching to LED lighting in five Town buildings, 59 street lights, and 15 lights in the park. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Chairperson Schmidt said the Maryland Green Registry representatives were available Feb. 10 for area businesses, which needed assistance applying for the Maryland Green Registry and the Green Travel Registry. A total of 17 businesses attended. Also the Green Registry staff will be writing a blog featuring the event. Council Liaison Wetzel gave the visiting Green Registry staff a tour of the Town.
 
	Chairperson Schmidt stated that a tour of the Sycamore Run development, especially the green space areas, will be planned for the near future. Possibly Doug Hutzell, of Beaver Creek Watershed Association, and/or Ruff Fant, of King Road Associates, would be able to assist as tour guides.

ADJOURN
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
