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 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2013

PRESENT: 	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Secretary Amanda Whitmore, Laura Schnackenberg, Rosemary James, Jessica Renner, Scott McIlwee, and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
	Absent: Bill Brady 
	Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
	
PRESIDING:      Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the September 10, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Boonsboro Environmental Commission approved with corrections.

GUESTS

Chairperson Schmidt presented Sabrina Blair, Boonsboro Middle School Science Teacher, Sandy Graff, Washington County Board of Education Supervisor of Science, and Paul Engle, Boonsboro Middle School Principal with a ceremonial check for $600.00 to attend the 2013 North American Association for Environmental Education Conference in Baltimore, Maryland on October 9-12th. Ms. Blair thanked the Commission and stated she is very excited to attend the premier conference in environmental education and looked forward to bringing back information to share with the Commission. Mr. Engle thanked the Commission and stated this is the first time he can recall a municipality has shown support and offered to sponsor a teacher to attend a conference of this magnitude. Ms. Graff thanked the Commission and the Boonsboro community for their support of environmental education and activities.

CITIZENS COMMENTS
None

UNFINSIHED BUSINESS

STRATEGIC PLAN

Member Renner stated the Strategic Plan Committee would be meeting in the near future to finalize the plan based upon the comments received at the previous Commission meeting. The Commission thanked the Committee for the work they had done on the plan and appreciated their efforts.

STREAM BUFFER EDUCATIONAL SIGN

Town Planner Clark stated the Park Board had given approval for a sign, similar to the sign posted at Devil’s Backbone regarding the dam restoration, to be posted near the stream buffer, informing the public of the buffer area and its purpose. Member Schnackenberg stated the Park Board would also be presenting three proposed names for the stream to be voted upon by the citizens of Boonsboro. The Commission discussed the contents of the sign and agreed the sign should include the stream name and could be presented and posted in the spring.

NEW BUSINESS

RECOMMENDATION TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: ENERGY BASELINE
Town Planner Clark presented a proposed energy usage baseline as the year 2012 to be established to begin tracking energy usage. The baseline would be used to establish the amount of energy to be reduced by 15% in the next five years, in accordance with the MEA Smart Energy Communities Grant. Town Planner Clark stated the baseline would then guide the Town in preparing the Energy Reduction/Renewable Energy Plan, which would be presented to the Commission in the following months. 

Motion by Vice-Chairperson Vesely, seconded by Member Renner, to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH 2012 AS THE BASELINE YEAR FOR ENERGY USAGE AND REDUCTION. Motion carried unanimously. 

DISCUSSION

MARYLAND GREEN REGISTRY RECOGNITION

Chairperson Schmidt stated she felt businesses that register for the Maryland Green Registry program should be acknowledged in some manner. The Commission discussed means of recognition, including noting on the Town webpage; presentation of a certificate; and publicity. Chairperson Schmidt offered to be the contact for businesses to notify upon completion of registration and would announce to the businesses at the November Networking breakfast. Upon notification from several businesses, the Commission would then begin a recognition program.

TOWN UPDATES

Town Planner Clark stated the Mayor and Council had accepted the recommendation of the Environmental Commission to award the energy audit to Keres Consulting and looked forward to sharing progress with the Commission. She stated the Council agreed to register for the Maryland Green Registry as well and hoped to have the application completed shortly. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

Chairperson Schmidt shared information she had obtained at the annual DC Green Festival.

Liaison Wetzel stated the Bulk-Cleanup would be held on Saturday, October 19th from 8am until 1pm and invited the Commission to the Green Fest Christmas potluck dinner on December 8th. 

Secretary Whitmore announced the Green Team had received technical assistance to work on the Stormwater Management Program for Sustainable Maryland. 

Vice-Chairperson Vesely stated she attended a meeting about fracking in Maryland and encouraged members to stay informed about the potential impacts fracking could have locally.

Member Renner stated she would be meeting with County Commission member McKinley to discuss the proposed refuse-derived fuel (RDF) plant to be implemented at the County landfill.


ADJOURN

Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted,

__________________
Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator

