Draft
Town of Boonsboro
	21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713	
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, October 9, 2018

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Amy Jones, Leah Grasso, Scott McIllwee, Jessica Renner, Town Council Liaison Ray Hanson
		
ABSENT: 	Anthony Dowell, Laura Schnackenberg


Prior to the regular meeting, the BEC hosted two presentations, both of which were well attended 
by the community.  
1. “Understanding and Living Safely with Wildlife in Boonsboro” by Jeff McAfee, DNR Officer
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Citizens Against Rockwool by Lori Maloney


PRESIDING: Chairperson Vesely called the regular meeting to order at 9:20 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  After review and unanimous committee vote, Chairperson Vesely declared the August 2018 minutes approved as read.  There was no BEC meeting in September.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Farmer’s Market – Today (10/9/18) was the last Farmer’s Market of the 2018 season.  Jessica Renner thanked Leah Grasso and Kathy Vesely for their help during the season.  The Special Events went especially well and Jessica has some suggestions for next year.  Jessica will schedule an end of season wrap-up meeting with the subcommittee.

Waste Reduction – Waste Reduction subcommittee met to discuss plastic straws.  The subcommittee is continuing to research viable non-plastic alternatives. We would like to purchase samples and offer them to the local businesses and ask them to consider using a non-plastic alternative. We likely will not be able to engage the national players such as Subway, Sheetz, etc.…  We would also like to educate the public and are considering an article in the next town newsletter. 

Trees – $3500 worth of trees, stakes, and mulch has been ordered from Sunny Meadows.  The Park Board is paying for the planting of the trees.  Scott McIllwee will provide a list and a map of where the trees should be planted.  Town Liaison Hanson requested a copy of the planting schematic for the next town council meeting.

Public Education/Outreach – No update.

Green Team – Of note, Park Board member Jeff Davidson will be attending Sustainable Maryland Leadership Training Workshop, “Growing the Community Forest” on November 15th in Hagerstown.  The BEC offered to cover the fee, but it had already been paid.

Monarch Butterfly – Two stools have been installed in the Monarch Butterfly waystation (located behind the pumping station at the entrance to Shafer Park).

​
TOWN UPDATES

Town Liaison Hanson reported that the town hired a new police chief, a new police officer, and has another officer in the Police Academy.  The search for a new Town Manager is still underway.    


COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

A motion was made and seconded recommending to the Mayor and Council that the Town of Boonsboro support opposition to the Rockwool plant in Ranson, WV. The BEC will draft a letter for the Mayor and Council’s approval.

​​ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 PM.


Respectfully submitted by
Amy Jones, BEC Secretary
​ 
​*Next meeting: TUESDAY, November 13, 2018 – Boonsboro Town Hall. Regular meeting (7:00 p.m.)*  

Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer. Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

