BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

July 9, 2009

The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, July 9, 2009 in the Town Hall Conference Room. In attendance were Chairman Kevin Chambers, Assistant Chairman George Messner, Commission Members Shirley Metz, Rob Hutzell, Todd Kennedy, and Harold Kirby.  Also in attendance: Town Manager Debbie Smith, Superintendent Bobby Mose and Operator Rick Painter. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM. 

· Motion by Kennedy, second by Hutzell to approve the June 11, 2009 Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Kennedy, second by Messner to approve the Water and Sewer Funds Treasurer Reports for June 2009, and motion carried.  

· Motion by Metz, second by Hutzell to approve the June 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

40A Waterline Extension Project Construction Update: The Town Manager stated that start-up began on July 1, 2009. The Town Manager verified the existing connections on the 6 inch line were to be replaced with the new 8 inch line along 40A.  The Town Manager stated that there are a few properties that need to be verified for addition to the project scope that may have been missed by the engineer, and that testing and boring continues along 40A to locate lines. The date has not been set for the first progress meeting as of yet.
Waste Water Treatment Plant Construction Update:  The Town Manager stated that construction is nearing final completion, and that she has been working on finalizing the funding for the project. She stated that three documents were approved by the Mayor and Council at their meeting on July 6, 2009, the MWQFA Debt Service Reserve Account, the Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Wastewater Facility Construction Bond, and the United States Department of Agriculture Wastewater Facility Construction Bond.
The MWQFA Debt Service Reserve Account is required by MDE to cover the first 5-years worth of debt for the construction of the new Waste Water Treatment Plant in case one or more of the developers default on their payments to the Town. Proceeds from the Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Wastewater Facility Construction Bond in the amount of $2,000,000 from MDE and the United States Department of Agriculture Wastewater Facility Construction Bond in the amount of $5,991,000 from USDA Rural Development will be used for the purpose of financing, reimbursement or refinancing all or portions of the cost of  any one or more activities relating to the planning, design, engineering, construction, improvement and equipping of the Boonsboro Wastewater Treatment Plant Biological Nutrient Removal and Enhanced Nutrient Removal upgrade and expansion project.
· Chairman Chambers stated that the WWTP construction is substantially complete, and that 100% of the Town’s wastewater is coming out of the Plant. Operator Painter stated that there have been a few problems with the Plant such as issues with valves and actuator motors, but that they are working on getting the Plant running as it should.  
New Commission Member Position Update: Chairman Chambers stated that a discussion was held concerning adding an additional member to the Commission.  Town staff advertised this position in the Quarterly Newsletter with an application deadline of July 31, 2009. The Town Manager stated that Mr. Ray Huffman is interested in the position, but has not submitted a letter of intent. Chairman Chambers stated that all submitted applications and letters will be reviewed and further discussed at the August meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:

Election of Officers: Chairman Chambers reviewed the Commission decision to delay the Commission Officers elections from the June 2009 meeting until the July 2009 meeting. Chairman Chambers thanked the Commission Members for their support and attendance at the Mayor and Council Workshop meeting on June 29, 2009. He stated that the Mayor made the recommendation to appoint him as the Utilities Commission Liaison at the July 6, 2009 Regular meeting of the Mayor and Council, and that the motion carried.  He further stated that Attorney Wantz reviewed the Charter and that found that by serving as the Liaison, Chairman Chambers is a non-voting member of the Commission, and that there is nothing in the Charter that states that a Council Member cannot be a Chairman of the Utilities Commission. Chairman Chambers stated that because of this, the Commission may elect officers however they wish.  
The Commission discussed the Elections of Officers:

· Kevin Chambers as Chairman

· George Messner as Assistant Chairman

· Shirley Metz as Treasurer

· Rob Hutzell as Assistant Treasurer

· Harold Kirby as Secretary

The Commission was in agreement to the keep the BMUC slate as is.  Motion by Hutzell, second by Metz to approve the Election of Officers for the 2009 – 2010 Fiscal Year term, and motion carried. 

Ryberg House on Potomac Street: The Town Manager addressed the Commission concerning establishing a connection rate for the new dwelling that Robyn Ryberg built beside her apartment building on Potomac Street.  She explained that Ms. Ryberg purchased her lot in 2005 before the current new fee schedule was adopted, and that the lot was never subdivided. The Commission discussed various options for Ms. Ryberg paying the connection rate, with the consensus that she should be able to pay according to the old fee schedule.

MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORT: The Meeting was held on July 6, 2009. A Public Hearing was held at 6:30 for the Public Review of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan. The Regular meeting began at 7:00. Guests included Janeen Solberg, who presented the Town with the Maryland Recycling Network Award in which the Boonsboro Recycling Task Force was awarded for the Outstanding Environmental and Community Leadership, and Joe Seabright, representing the Boonsboro Athletic Boosters, who requested the Town’s donation support in purchasing 12 banners for the 50th Anniversary of Football at Boonsboro High School. Discussed items included the appointment of Council Member Chambers as the Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission Liaison, approval of Fiscal Year 2010 Town Staff Salaries, approval of Resolution 2009-02; Update to the Boonsboro Comprehensive Plan, introduction and approval of Resolution 2009-03; MWQFA Debt Service Reserve Account, introduction of Ordinance 2009-03; To Amend Zoning Ordinance to Provide for Home Occupation Signs, introduction of Ordinance 2009-04; To Amend Subdivision Ordinance for the Adoption of Site Plan, Landscaping and Streetlight Provisions, introduction and approval of Ordinance 2009-05; Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Wastewater Facility Construction Bond, introduction and approval of Ordinance 2009-06; United States Department of Agriculture Wastewater Facility Construction Bond, the Park Expansion Engineering Service Contract Extension, the Nora Roberts Foundation Curbside Recycling Program Donation, and the renewal of Street Sweeping Contract. A recommendation by Council Member Wetzel made to write a letter to the Washington County School Board expressing the Town’s disapproval of the Facilities Master Plan listing Boonsboro High School modernization construction in August 2022, putting Boonsboro last on the list. 

TOWN MANAGER REPORT:
· July 16, 2009 Public Transportation meeting at the Library – Maryland Transit Administration Development Plan

· Two “Take Flight” butterflies have been donated to the Town, and the Town has been informed that there are a few other butterflies available if the Town is interested.
· Asphalt donated at Warrenfeltz building by S. Mtn Day Spa 

· Governor to visit Boonsboro on December 5, 2009

Motion by Metz, second by Hutzell to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Harold Kirby

Secretary
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