MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 3, 2009

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation.  In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Cynthia Kauffman, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the July 6, 2009 2009 Comprehensive Plan Review Public Hearing Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 6, 2009 Regular Session Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to review the July 28, 2009 Workshop Session Minutes for amendments as requested by Council Member Wetzel, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the July 2009 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the July 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

GUESTS
Richard Beall, of 104 Della Lane, presented a letter to the Mayor and Council. Mr. Beall stated that in his opinion there are questions and other unknown factors, which need to be considered before the Town implements a curbside-recycling program, including cost per residence and the option of a subscription service rather than forced participation. He requested that the Mayor hold a Public Hearing so that the citizens of Boonsboro can come together and voice their opinions before a decision is made to mandate a curbside recycling program. The Mayor responded by stating that a RFP for recycling has been prepared and will be included with this year’s sanitation bid process. He further stated that the Town would make all information public and provide the citizens with an opportunity to voice their opinions before making any decisions. Council Member Wetzel suggested that Mr. Beall attend the County Commissioners meeting on August 25, 2009 at the Community Center and share his letter with them. 

CORRESPONDENCE
·     July 31st the Mayor attended the Eagle Court of Honor Ceremony for Zachary Puglisi of Boy Scout Troop 20. 

· Thank you from MDE for the MWQA Loan Agreement for the Alternate 40 and the WWTP projects
· Washington County Transportation Board meeting at the Library – County Commuter bus recommendation will be made to the County 

· Thank you from LGIT for 20 years of participation 
· Announcement of Washington County MML’s new representative Karen Bolland who will be the Liaison to State MML
· Thank you from David Weller for MML Scholarship

· Invitation for the grand opening of Sleep Inn in Clear Spring

· Thank you to the Mayor from the Mayor of Gaithersburg for serving as MML President
· Letter from the Untied Way for support on October 7, 2009 for their “Day of Caring”

· Thank you letter sent to the Piston’s of South Mountain Day Spa for paving the area at the Warrenfeltz building 
· Thank you letter to Ken Clements for the Oil Painting at Town Hall
· Thank you letter to the Thompson and the Frazer families for the gift of the ‘Take Flight’ Butterflies

· Maryland Department of Transportation will hold their meeting on October 1, 2009 at the Washington County Administrative Building

· Josh Russin, from the Governor’s Office, visited Boonsboro to discuss concerns of funding from the State and Maryland Board of Public Works funding cuts.

NEW BUSINESS
Approval of Ordinance 2009-03; to Amend the Zoning Ordinance for the Provision of Allowing Signs for the Advertisement of Home Occupations: A Public Hearing was held at 6:30 PM this evening, at which time no citizen comments were made in opposition. Planning Director Clark stated that the Planning Commission is requesting to re-enact a section, which was omitted in 2007 from the Zoning Ordinance permitting 2 foot by 2-foot Home Occupation signs on property fronts of personal dwellings, with one sign permitted per home. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve Ordinance 2009-03, and motion carried. 
Approval of Ordinance 2009-04; to Amend the Land Subdivision Ordinance for the Provision of Site Plan, Landscaping, and Street Light Requirements - A Public Hearing was held at 6:45 PM this evening, at which time no citizen comments were made in opposition. Planning Director Clark stated that the Planning Commission is requesting to amend the Subdivision Regulations for specific site plans requirements for commercial developments or condominium developments, and regulations for landscaping and street light requirements for commercial and residential developments which include parking lots, storm water management, tree planting and curb bumpers. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve Ordinance 2009-04, and motion carried.
Introduction/Approval of Resolution 2009-04; USDA Wastewater Facility Construction Bonds - The Town Manager explained that Resolution 2009-04; USDA Wastewater Facility Construction Bond; authorizes the Town to issue one or more general obligation bonds from time to time in an aggregate principal amount of $5,991,000 from USDA Rural Development. The Bond proceeds will be used for the purpose of financing the Biological Nutrient Removal and Enhanced Nutrient Removal Upgrade and Expansion of the Boonsboro Wastewater Treatment Plant and related costs. The Bonds will bare the interest rate of 4.375% and will be paid in quarterly installments. The Town Manager requested that the Resolution be introduced and adopted this evening to prepare and proceed with a proposed closing of the loan with USDA slated for the end of August. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Chambers to approve Resolution 2009-04, and motion carried unanimously.
Proposed Closure of “NAPA” Alley - Assistant Mayor Long stated that Boonsboro NAPA Auto Store and Mr. Dennis Reese, owners of the properties which border the NAPA Alley, are in agreement to close the alley to vehicular traffic and make it a ‘walk only’ alley.  Council Member Cynthia Kauffman and Council Member Wetzel stated that their only concern is the repair of the retaining wall at the alley and the safety for pedestrians. The Mayor stated that the Town would notify the public of the proposed closure by placing a Public Notice in the newspaper to request citizens input. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to move forward with notifying the public of a possible vehicular closure of “NAPA” alley, with Council Member Wetzel opposing, and motion carried 4-1.
Proposed Agenda for Meeting with County Commissioners on August 25, 2009: The Mayor reviewed several ideas for a proposed Agenda that will be sent to the County Commissioners for their August 25, 2009 meeting, which will be held at the Community Center. The Mayor and Council discussed that the Agenda will include the need for public transportation in Boonsboro, the suggestion of establishing a County-wide curbside recycling program, the proposed 2022 high school building upgrade, and the need for a Library sign.  The Mayor stated the need for POS and Park and Recreations Funding, and the hope that funds come to the Town for Shafer Park and the new Library because Boonsboro has become a regional town for South County. 
COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission- M. Clark.  No meetings held during the month of May. The next meeting will be held in August 2009.
Economic Development Commission –No meetings held during the month of May. The next meeting will be held in August 2009.
Police & Public Safety – H. Long. Meeting held on July 9, 2009. Discussions included issues with basketball hoops in street areas around the Town, tree trimming on Main Street and Lakin Avenue, and the new alarm system at the Trolley Station.  National Night Out will be held on August 4, 2009. Police and Public Safety will not hold a meeting for the month of August.
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 597 calls for service, which included 57 motor vehicle violator contacts and 8 parking citations. Arrests for the month of July included zero (0) adults and zero (0) juveniles. 
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on July 9, 2009. Discussions included the Alternate 40 Waterline Extension construction start date of July 1, 2009 and the update that the project is on schedule and on budget, the Waste Water Treatment Plant is nearing final completion and a tour for the Utilities Commission and Mayor and Council will be scheduled in September. The loan closing was held for the Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Wastewater Facility Construction Bond in the amount of $2,000,000 from MDE. A new Commission Member position has been advertised and applicants will be interviewed at the August meeting. The Commission held their Election of Officers, and the Officers will remain the same in 2009-2010 as the 2008-2009 term year. 
Park Board - R. Hawkins, Sr. Meeting held on July 22, 2009. Discussions included the continuing issues with the Park Expansion restroom permits, not using the new football and soccer fields until 2010, the replacement of the shrubbery around the Library by the County, and that Phase 1 should be finished in mid-August. Two metal butterflies from the Barbara Ingram’s School for the Arts have been installed in Town. The Summer Concert Series has been going well. Repairs will need to be made to the spring-rider and seesaw at Shafer Park. The Park Board wish list includes the installation of basketball courts in front of the Boy Scout cabin, and bleachers, trashcans and reforestation in the Park Expansion area.
Town Manager – D. Smith. 
· CDM requests to enter the Boonsboro Waste Water Treatment Plant in the 2010 American Council of Engineering Competition. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the submission of the WWTP by CDM into the 2010 American Council of Engineering Competition, and motion carried. 

· Request to make a $70 donation to the Joint Veterans Council of Washington County Maryland to replace the two Veteran’s plaques on Main Street and St. Paul Street that were destroyed in the fire of February 2008. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the $70 donation to the Joint Veterans Council of Washington County Maryland, and motion carried.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
· Joyce Kaetzel, of 4 McKeldin Drive, addressed the Mayor and Council concerning a letter that she sent to the Town.  She stated her concerns regarding speeding in and around Shafer Park, and the need to provide sidewalks for safe access to and from the park. She stated that she spoke to Chief Hewett, but feels that something further needs to be done by the Town to protect pedestrian from speeding vehicles. 
The Meeting closed at 8:40 PM, with a motion by Council Member Chambers and second by Council Member Hawkins to move into an Executive Closed Session to discuss a personnel matter as stated under Article §10-508 Section (1)(i) and Section (7) of the Maryland Annotated Code, and motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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