
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2011
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation. In attendance were Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, Barbara Wetzel, and Janeen Solberg. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr. had a prior commitment and joined the meeting at 8:20 PM.
Regular Session Minutes - February 7, 2011-Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Mose to approve the February 7, 2011 Regular Session Minutes, and motion carried. 

Workshop Minutes – February 28, 2011- Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the February 28, 2011Workshop Minutes, with Council Member Wetzel abstaining, and motion carried.
Workshop Executive Minutes – February 28, 2011 - Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 28, 2011Workshop Executive Minutes, with Council Member Wetzel abstaining, and motion carried.
Treasurers Report - Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the February 2011 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
Bills to be Paid -Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the February 2011 Bills to be Paid with amendments made, and motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE

· The Mayor and Assistant Mayor will visit Boonsboro Elementary School this month to talk to the 4th graders about the “If I Were Mayor” Essay Contest

· State Highway Administration announced that the Maryland Department of Transportation has revised Boonsboro’s estimated Highway User Revenue (HUR) for Fiscal Year 2011 to $7,293.80 and 2012 to $7,516.09 
· Antietam Cable announced a 4% increase on basic and expanded cable service packages per month

· Invitation to the Washington County Historical Society’s Mad Hatter Ball, kicking-off the 100th Year Celebration on April 1, 2011 at Fountain Head Country Club

· Washington County MML meeting will be held in Hancock on March 28, 2011

· Invitation to participate in Sharpsburg’s Memorial Day Parade on May 28, 2011

· Letter stating Christopher Uhl will be replacing Josh Russin as the Western MD Coordinator for the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives. 
· Letter from the County Commissioners announcing all of the board members term expiration dates

· Announcement that Richard Keesecker is the new chairman of the Washington County Housing Authority
· Announcement that South Mountain Battlefield is now part of the National Historic Park Registry

· Clopper-Michael Post #10 will sponsors the Annual Easter Egg Hunt for children pre-school through sixth grade beginning at 1:00 PM in Shafer Park on April 24, 2011

NEW BUSINESS:
Sanitation Contract Extension Request: Town Manager Smith stated that the Town’s sanitation contract has a provision that permits the contractor to request a one-time extension of twelve (12) months on the current contract period ending June 30, 2011 if requested by March 1, 2011. Key Sanitation submitted a request on February 16, 2011 for a one (1) year extension of their current contract for twice a week collection at the current rate of $9,461.40 per month, totaling $113,536.80 per year, for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012. Council Member Wetzel stated that although she understands the terms stipulated in the contract, she is concerned that another year will pass that Boonsboro does not have curbside recycling. Council Member Solberg agreed, noting that Smithsburg recently adopted a recycling program with once a week single-stream recycling and once a week trash collection. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to accept the one (1) year contract extension request from Key Sanitation for the period of July 1, 2011 until June 30, 2012. Motion carried unanimously. 
Spring Resident Clean-Up Event: Town Manger Smith stated that the semi-annual Spring Clean-Up event is being proposed for Saturday, April 16, 2011 in the Shafer Park parking lot and will be conducted in the same manner as the 2010 Clean-Up event to be held from 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM. Bins will be provided in the Park parking lot and Town Staff will be available to assist residents who are unable to transport their items to the Park. The Town Manager requested that residents who need assistance with their items please notify Town Hall al least one week in advance of the clean-up, and stated that additional information will be provided in the Town’s quarterly newsletter in April. Horizon’s Goodwill and Freedom Electronic Recycling will be contacted to see if they would be willing to participate in the clean-up event again. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the Spring Clean-Up Event day of Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Shafer Park parking lot. Motion carried unanimously.
Police & Public Safety Commission Member Vacancy Appointment: Council Member Solberg stated that the Police and Public Safety Commission are recommending the appointment of Chris Sarnecki, of 10 Coldstream Court, to fill the vacancy on the Commission for a four (4) year term. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Wetzel to appoint Chris Sarnecki to the Police and Public Safety Commission. Motion carried unanimously.
Park Board Member Re-Appointment and Member Vacancy Appointment: Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that the Park Board is recommending the re-appointment of David Wade to the Board for a consecutive four (4) year term, and the appointment of Richard Hawkins, Sr., of 101 Maple Avenue, to fill the vacancy on the Park Board for a four (4) year term. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to re-appoint David Wade to the Park Board. Motion carried unanimously. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to appoint Richard Hawkins, Sr. to the Park Board. Motion carried unanimously.
Introduction of Ordinance 2011-01; Zoning Text Amendment for Town House Lot Sizes: Planning Director Clark stated that the Planning Commission is recommending the introduction of Ordinance 2011-01 to amend Section 401.A.3 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance, which will amend the minimum lot size requirement for townhomes to 2,000 square feet for Town Residential (TR), Town Center (TC) and Multi-Family Residential (MR) Zoning Districts. She further stated that she is requesting a Public Hearing scheduled 15 minutes prior to the April 4, 2011 meeting for public input on the Ordinance. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the introduction of Ordinance 2011-01; Zoning Text Amendment for Town House Lot Sizes, and to schedule a Public Hearing for April 4, 2011. Motion carried unanimously.
2010 Annual Planning and Zoning Report: Planning Director Clark stated that the Planning Commission is recommending the approval of the 2010 Annual Planning and Zoning Report to be submitted to the Maryland Department of Planning as required by the Maryland State Code, which was presented to the Mayor and Council for their review at the Workshop meeting. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the 2010 Annual Planning and Zoning Report. Motion carried unanimously.
Participation in the 2011 Sharpsburg Memorial Day Parade: Assistant Mayor Long asked if any of the Council would be interested in participating in the Sharpsburg Memorial Day parade on May 28, 2011, stating that an RSVP must be submitted by March 11, 2011. The majority of the Council stated that they would not be available to participate. 
Council Member Wetzel stated that the Town has lost another Public Works employee, and that this is the second employee to leave the Town in less than a year. She questioned if the Town’s pay structure is compatible with other municipalities of our size. Council Member Kauffman stated that the pay structure is one of the main topics under review by the Personal Committee. 
COMMISSION REPORTS
Police & Public Safety Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on February 10, 2011. Town Manager Smith attended the meeting to address the concerns of Potomac Street residents Mark Moss, Douglas Brenner, and Larry Corun regarding the Town’s proposal to reopen Alley 11 behind Potomac Street as one-way from Potomac Street to the curve.  Continued discussions on proposed methods to control traffic speed on Park Drive and around Shafer Park, and the recommendation to appoint Chris Sarnecki to fill the vacancy on the Commission. 
Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on February 23, 2011. Sandra Shifler was elected as the new secretary. Discussions included a proposed event by New Harvest Life Ministries in the Park, the recommendation to appoint Richard Hawkins, Sr. to fill the vacancy on the Board, the need to upgrade the park’s sound system, and the need to purchase additional recycling and trash containers for Park events, noting the need for a permanent recycling container to be used throughout the year.  
· Council Member Cynthia Kauffman reviewed a discussion held during the previous workshop meeting regarding the proposed purchase of an upgraded sound system for Shafer Park to be used during Town sponsored events. Council Member Solberg stated that the Green Fest Committee received a cost estimate from DSL Sound, Inc for a one-day rental of a PA system at the rate of $1,000. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman asked if the Town would be willing to share a portion of the cost of the upgrade in conjunction with the Park Board, which could be used for multiple Town sponsored events. Consensus is for the Town Manager to contact sound engineer Mike Sokol, owner of JMS Productions, to evaluate the park sound system and design an audio upgrade proposal for review by the Mayor and Council.

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on February 10, 2011. Discussions included the Alternate 40 waterline connection process status, the review of the Waste Water Treatment Plant lighting expense, an invitation to Assistant Mayor Barry Levey to attend the March BMUC meeting to discuss the proposed Capital Replacement Projects in Keedysville, the Thompson Gas waterline extension site plan review, and the deferment of the Utilities Budget Mid-year Financial Review until the March meeting. 
Council Member Wetzel stated that there was no mention under the Mayor and Council report in the Utilities Commission Minutes reflecting the February meeting discussion regarding the Town Charter stipulation for the commission secretary to be responsible for the preparation of meeting minutes rather than town staff.  Council Member Chambers stated that he invited Council Member Wetzel to attend the February Utilities Commission meeting to discuss her concerns on the matter, and extended the invitation to the March meeting, to further discuss her concerns directly with the Commission.
Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on February 22, 2011. Discussions included a proposed subdivision of the property at 221 North Main Street, several requests for modification/clarifications for the development of King Road Phase 1, a Variance Request recommendation to the Board of Zoning appeals for setback for a garage at the rear of 144 South Main Street, and the recommendation to the Mayor and Council for the approval of the 2010 Planning and Zoning Report. 
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. Meeting held on February 23, 2011. Discussions included an update on the Warrenfeltz Building renovations, the Flower Committee plans to plant flowers in the two urns in front of the old library, suggestions for promoting a downtown beautification project, guest speaker Barb Karr of All-Shred introduced the idea of a Networking Breakfast to bring Town business owners together once a month, and an update on upcoming Town events. 
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Council of Governments held their meeting on February 24, 2011. Julie Pippel, Director of the W.C. Division of Environmental Management provided a briefing on the MD Phase II Water Shed Implementation Plan (WIP) to continue the process of meeting the nutrient and sediment reduction goals for the Chesapeake Bay.  The development of the plan is being done at the County level and requires the involvement of each municipality, soil conservation districts, and federal and State agencies, with a draft due to the State in June. County Administrator Greg Murray stated that the County would have 0% revenue growth in this Fiscal Year’s budget. The next meeting will be held on April 28, 2011. The next Community Outreach meeting will be held on April 14, 2011. 

Police Department Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 327 calls for service, which included 57 motor vehicle violations and 3 parking citations. Arrests for the month of February included zero (0) adult offenses and one (1) juvenile arrest for CDS possession as a result of a K-9 scan of a vehicle parked at the South Mountain Little League Field lot after hours.
· Chief Hewett announced that the Police Department is accepting applications from Boonsboro High School seniors for the $500 Police Scholarship awarded to be presented to a student planning to study in the Criminal Justice field. Scholarship funds come from the annual Police Calendar proceeds. 
· Council Member Wetzel suggested the Washington County Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) as a means of requesting a traffic study on Main Street for speed limits and other issues. Chief Hewett stated that he is a member of that Committee, and Planning Director Clark stated that she attended the last meeting. Council Member Wetzel stated that a letter should be sent to the SHA requesting that District Engineer Tony Crawford, attend a workshop meeting to discuss the Town’s traffic issues. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to send a letter to the SHA requesting that District Engineer Tony Crawford, attend a workshop meeting to discuss the Town’s traffic issues. Motion carried unanimously
Town Manager’s Report – Debra Smith
· The $60,000 in POS funding that the Town was awarded for Fiscal Year 2011 was reverted by Governor O’Malley. Town Manager Smith presented the annual POS grant request to the W.C. Parks and Recreation Board for FY 2012. 
· Completion and submission of a bond application with the Local Government Infrastructure Financing Program of the Department of Housing and Community Development for consideration of refinancing of the $1.5M Park Expansion Loan, anticipating a better rate. Town Manager Smith will keep the Mayor and Council updated on the application process.
· Employment applications are being accepted for a Municipal Service Worker at the hourly rate of $11 per hour based on experience. Application deadline is March 18, 2011. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS
Joyce Kaetzel: Thanked the Town for placing the speed limit signs on the streets around Shafer Park. Ms. Kaetzel stated that she has noticed that some of the vehicles are driving at a reduced speed. Assistant Mayor Long stated that the Town is looking into additional traffic calming methods for Shafer Park.
Fire Chief Oley Griffith: The First Hose Company of Boonsboro received a FEMA Grant for $57,000 to put towards the purchase of a mobile air compressor system for refilling breathing apparatus at the cost of $60,000. Chief Griffith stated that this is the fourth year that Boonsboro has been awarded this Grant, and the mobile air compressor will be used for South County Fire Departments.
Barinda Golden: Poem called “The Worms”.
Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to close the meeting at 8:45 PM. Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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