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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
wednesday, FEBRUARY 25, 2009
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman Bob Snyder, Vice-Chairman David Ambrose, Thurston Faulder, Kim Koerting, Rob Maricle, and Julie Green

Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner

Guest: William Brennan
Absent/Excused:    W. Carvel Wright, Jr. 
PRESIDING:
Chairman Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The meeting minutes of the November 26, 2008 Planning Commission meeting were approved as presented.
NEW BUSINESS

CORRECTION PLAT: Fletcher’s Grove, Phase I SWM Access and Easement
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the plat. The purpose of the plat is to correct a distance on the existing Forest Conservation Easement and to create a SWM Maintenance and Access Easement for the existing SWM pond. Washington County has asked for this easement to be created as a condition of their approval of the as-builts for the pond.
Chairman Snyder asked whether Forest Conservation requirements were still being maintained. Town Planner Clark confirmed that this plat did not affect forest conservation.

Vice-Chairman Ambrose made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE CORRECTION PLAT. Secretary Green seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS/DISCUSSION

BZA09-01: 241 Potomac Street
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the Special Exception request. She stated the Boonsboro Mayor and Council would like to change the use of the Town Farmhouse located at 241 Potomac Street from residential to a public office for the housing of the Boonsboro Police Department and future park maintenance staff. The Community Center, which currently houses the Police Department, is no longer adequate for the Police and with the King Farm House being more visible and completely surrounded by Shaffer Park, the Mayor and Council feels the King Farm House is a more adequate location. In addition, a new access would be created off of Shaffer Park Drive to enter the property as well as the existing entrance off of Route 34. 
Chairman Snyder expressed his concern about the entrance onto Route 34 that will be used commercially. He stated with the change in use, there would be more traffic using the existing entrance than what has been used residentially. Chairman Snyder stated State Highway should review the entrance prior to the Planning Commission making a decision. 

Mr. Maricle asked whether the property had any historical value or if there were original plans for the property when the Mayor and Council purchased the property. Town Planner Clark stated the National Road Heritage Association originally intended to turn the property into a museum; however this organization has since dissipated and the property has been a rental property to ensure maintenance of the structure. Town Planner Clark stated that now the museum is proposed to be located in the Warrenfeltz Building. Chairman Snyder added that the original organization also located into the Ag Center within the County.  
Mr. Maricle commented on the traffic that would be drawn to the new entrance to Shaffer Park. Chairman Snyder stated if the Board of Zoning Appeals approves the special exception without a review of the entrance onto Route 34, there could be some liability concerns if an accident were to occur. He reiterated the need for State Highway to review the entrance as a commercial entrance.

He stated if the entrance onto Route 34 were closed, there would not be any concern; however with one entrance remaining open and the proximity of this entrance to Shaffer Park Drive, the entrance should be reviewed. The Planning Commission agreed. 

Mr. Maricle asked for the Commission’s view on the use proposed. He stated with the structure being surrounded by park facilities, he felt that the use and location were appropriate for the Police Department. The Commission agreed that the use is suitable for the location within Town particularly since the property is surrounded by park land and it would give more visibility to the Police Station.
Vice-Chairman Ambrose made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL TO THE BZA OF THE SPECIAL EXCEPTION REQUEST CONTINGENT UPON MD. SHA REVIEW THE DRIVEWAY AS A COMMERCIAL ENTRANCE. Mr. Koerting seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
DISCUSSION

SITE PLAN REVIEW: Mt. Nebo United Methodist Church Addition
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the project. She described the most recently submitted plans which include a proposed waterline across Main Street (Alternate 40) to provide fire protection to addition. The site plan has been forwarded to SHA for review and SHA has stated that the applicant will have to bore across Alternate 40 to install the waterline. The Planning Commission commented on the process of boring and the costs associated with boring that would be added to the project. 

Town Planner Clark stated also the project has been forwarded to Triad for compliance with Town requirements, Washington County Engineering for storm water management regulations, Allegheny Power, Boonsboro Fire Department, and Washington County Planning for application for exemption of Forest Conservation requirements. She stated comments have been back from Triad, though additional comments are to follow, and Washington County Engineering. Washington County Engineering commented on adequate outfall and has asked the applicant to provide an easement on the cemetery property to create a trench for the additional storm water. 

Chairman Snyder commented on the site plan with relation to the property boundaries. He stated a merger plat is required since the proposed addition is located on two lots. He added also since a new waterline is proposed, the project will need to be reviewed by the Utilities Commission. 
Mr. Maricle commented on the additional entrance onto the alley and the possibility of additional traffic. Chairman Snyder agreed the project should be reviewed for additional traffic and Town Planner Clark stated Triad will look into traffic.
Chairman Snyder stated until comments have been received and addressed by all applicable agencies and a merger plat is approved, the Commission is not in a position to make a decision on the site plan. 

DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Status Review
Town Planner Clark stated since the Comprehensive Plan has been reviewed by the State, the next step is address comments and to move on to Public Hearing. She stated in the past the Planning Commission has met with the Mayor and Council and subsequently held a joint Public Hearing. She discussed this with the Mayor and Council and they would like to schedule a joint Workshop meeting on March 25, 2009. The Planning Commission agreed to this concept. Chairman Snyder commented on the revisions that would be taking place based upon the comments received from the State Department of Planning and Town Planner Clark stated she would ask ERM to send the revisions prior to the Workshop as well as to attend.
OTHER BUSINESS:

Planning and Zoning Department Updates
Town Planner Clark previously distributed adopted Amended Annexation Agreements of King Road Associates and TT&K. A brief discussion was held on these agreements. 

Three bills introduced in the MD Senate were also distributed and discussed.

Town Planner Clark discussed a building permit submitted for an accessory dwelling that is essentially a single family dwelling and stated this should be kept in mind when updating the Zoning Ordinance.
CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT


There were no comments from the Commission.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Bob Snyder declared the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator

